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Unearthing History: The Pennsylvania College
of Optometry's 1936 Iris Annual
The *Iris*, the yearbook of the Pennsylvania College of Optometry (PCO), offers a fascinating
glimpse into the past. This article delves into the 1936 edition, exploring its contents, revealing
insights into the college's history, and showcasing the significance of this historical artifact for
understanding the evolution of optometry and the cultural landscape of the era. We'll examine the
*Iris 1936 annual*’s historical context, its contents, its design aesthetic, and its lasting value as a
primary source for researchers and alumni alike. Keywords relevant to this exploration include:
*Pennsylvania College of Optometry history*, *1936 yearbook*, *optometry education history*,
*vintage yearbooks*, and *historical archives*.

A Window into 1936: Context and Significance

The *Iris 1936 annual* is more than just a collection of photographs and student profiles; it's a time
capsule. Published during the Great Depression, the yearbook reflects the societal anxieties and
aspirations of the time. The photographs reveal a distinct aesthetic, showcasing the fashion,
hairstyles, and social interactions prevalent in the mid-1930s. Examining the student body's
composition helps us understand the demographics and access to optometry education during this
period. The *Pennsylvania College of Optometry history*, as documented within these pages, reveals
the institution's position within the broader landscape of American higher education and the
developing field of optometry. Analyzing the curriculum and student activities depicted further
illuminates the pedagogical approaches and professional training emphasized at the time.

Inside the Pages: Content and Design

The *Iris 1936* likely features a mix of formal and informal content. Formal sections might include:

Faculty and Staff Profiles: Detailed biographies of professors and administrators, offering
insights into their expertise and contributions.
Student Profiles: Individual photographs and short biographies of graduating students,
providing a glimpse into their personal aspirations and future plans.
Class Photos: Group photographs of students, capturing the spirit of camaraderie and shared
experiences.
Student Activities: Photographs and descriptions of extracurricular clubs, sports teams, and
social events, revealing the vibrancy of student life.
Announcements and Awards: Recognition of academic achievements and honors conferred
upon students.

The design of the *1936 Iris* would reflect the artistic styles popular at that time. Expect to see Art
Deco influences, elegant typography, and a focus on clarity and symmetry. The quality of printing
and paper used would reflect the technological capabilities and economic constraints of the era. The
overall aesthetic provides valuable information about graphic design trends and printing techniques of
the period.

Preserving History: The Value of the 1936 Iris



The *Iris 1936 annual* holds significant value for several reasons:

Historical Research: It serves as a primary source for researchers studying the history of
optometry, the Pennsylvania College of Optometry, and American society in the 1930s. It
offers unique insights into the lives and experiences of students and faculty during a pivotal
period.
Alumni Connection: The yearbook provides a nostalgic link for alumni, allowing them to
reconnect with classmates and reminisce about their time at the college. The images and
profiles can spark memories and foster a sense of community.
Institutional Legacy: The *Iris* contributes to the institutional memory of the Pennsylvania
College of Optometry, documenting its evolution and contributions to the field of optometry.
Preserving this and similar yearbooks ensures the college's rich history is not lost.
Social and Cultural History: The yearbook provides a window into the broader social and
cultural context of the 1930s. It helps researchers understand the everyday lives, fashion, social
norms, and prevailing attitudes of the era.

Beyond the Pages: Implications and Future Research

The study of the *Iris 1936 annual* extends beyond simply examining its contents. It provides
opportunities for comparative analysis with other yearbooks from PCO and other institutions,
allowing for a broader understanding of trends in optometry education and student life over time.
Further research could focus on the lives and careers of the individuals profiled in the yearbook,
tracing their contributions to the field and exploring their personal journeys. Digitalization of the *Iris
1936* and other historical yearbooks would broaden access to this valuable resource for researchers,
alumni, and the wider public, ensuring its preservation for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: Where can I find a copy of the 1936 Iris?

A1: Locating a copy of the *Iris 1936 annual* might require some research. The Pennsylvania
College of Optometry archives are a logical starting point. You might also explore online archives of
vintage yearbooks or contact the college's alumni association. Private collectors of vintage yearbooks
may also possess a copy.

Q2: What kind of information is included in the student profiles?

A2: Student profiles typically include a photograph, the student's name, hometown, and possibly
details about their extracurricular activities, future plans, and perhaps a short personal statement. The
level of detail may vary depending on the yearbook's style.

Q3: What can the yearbook tell us about the curriculum at PCO in 1936?

A3: While the yearbook might not provide a detailed syllabus, it may hint at the curriculum through
mentions of specific courses, faculty specializations, and student projects. Cross-referencing with
other archival materials from the college could provide a more comprehensive picture.

Q4: How does the 1936 Iris compare to later yearbooks from PCO?

A4: Comparing the *Iris 1936 annual* with later editions allows for a study of how the college, its
curriculum, and student life evolved over time. This comparison could reveal changes in teaching
methods, technological advancements reflected in the yearbook's production, shifts in student
demographics, and evolving social norms.

Q5: Is the 1936 Iris a reliable source for historical research?
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A5: While yearbooks are subjective accounts, they offer valuable insights into the past. As a primary
source, the *Iris 1936* should be critically analyzed, recognizing potential biases and limitations.
Cross-referencing its information with other archival materials will strengthen its reliability as a
historical document.

Q6: What is the significance of the title "Iris"?

A6: The choice of "Iris" as the yearbook's title likely reflects the symbolism of the iris flower,
perhaps suggesting things like beauty, wisdom, or hope, reflecting the aspirations and ideals of the
students and the college. Further research into the naming convention could yield more context.

Q7: What are the challenges in preserving such a historical artifact?

A7: Preserving the *Iris 1936 annual*, like any historical document, faces challenges such as
physical deterioration (aging paper, fading ink), damage from handling, and storage conditions.
Digitalization is a crucial preservation method, though it requires expertise and resources.

Q8: What future research could be conducted using the 1936 Iris?

A8: Future research could focus on quantitative analysis of student demographics, a qualitative study
of the yearbook's photographic style, comparison of the yearbook's content with contemporary
newspapers and magazines, and analysis of the yearbook's textual language to gauge prevailing social
attitudes.

Unveiling the Secrets Within: A Deep Dive into the *Iris* 1936
Annual of the Pennsylvania College of Optometry

The *Iris* 1936 annual of the Pennsylvania College of Optometry stands as a engrossing perspective
into the world of optometric education and culture during the mid-1930s. This legendary publication
offers more than just a compilation of images and student biographies; it acts as a abundant reservoir
of data regarding the progression of the profession, the social atmosphere of the time, and the
ambitions of a generation of aspiring optometrists. This article will explore the relevance of the *Iris*
1936 annual, evaluating its components and placing them within their historical context.

A Glimpse into the Past: The Content and Context of the *Iris*

The *Iris* 1936 annual, like many yearbooks of its era, includes a combination of formal and
informal components. Formal chapters likely include information about the college itself – its faculty,
curriculum, and achievements during the academic year. This provides valuable information for
understanding the expectations of optometric education at that time. We can infer understanding into
the priority placed on hands-on training, the sorts of equipment used, and the theoretical frameworks
shaping the instruction.

Informal chapters likely display the extracurricular experiences of the students. Photographs of study
areas, athletic events, and student organizations provide a lively depiction of student life at the
Pennsylvania College of Optometry. These visuals offer valuable hints about the cultural standards of
the era, reflecting clothing, coiffures, and social interactions. Student profiles, a common element of
yearbooks, provide individual stories providing views into their personal goals, upbringings, and
future objectives.

The *Iris* 1936 and the Broader Historical Context

Analyzing the *Iris* 1936 annual within its broader historical framework is crucial for thoroughly
appreciating its importance. The year 1936 fell within the Great Depression, a period of substantial
economic hardship. The yearbook, therefore, presents a unique viewpoint on how this monetary
environment affected the experiences of students undertaking professions in the domain of
optometry. We might uncover indications within its contents regarding the availability of economic
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support, the difficulties faced by students from various socioeconomic backgrounds, and the
comprehensive impact of the Depression on the optometry profession.

Furthermore, the year 1936 also antedates significant advancements in optometric technology,
meaning the yearbook provides a glimpse of the profession before many current instruments and
techniques evolved widespread. Comparing the practices noted in the *Iris* 1936 to modern
optometric procedures can offer valuable knowledge into the remarkable development of the field
over time.

Practical Applications and Conclusion

The *Iris* 1936 annual is not merely a antique object; it's a valuable asset for students of optometry
history, cultural history, and the past of higher education. It provides a physical connection to the
past, permitting us to better grasp the difficulties, accomplishments, and mutations that have shaped
the profession of optometry. Its photographs and text may be used in academic environments to
enhance the instructional process and foster a deeper understanding of the profession's history.

In summary, the *Iris* 1936 annual of the Pennsylvania College of Optometry offers a exceptional
and invaluable chance to investigate the heritage of optometric education and the social setting in
which it happened. Through its contents, we acquire understanding into the ambitions of past
generations, the development of the profession, and the permanent importance of preserving and
understanding historical records.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find a copy of the *Iris* 1936 annual?

A1: Finding a copy may require searching online archives, getting in touch with the Pennsylvania
College of Optometry's archives office, or exploring retro bookstores.

Q2: What is the historical significance of this yearbook?

A2: It gives a useful view into optometric education, the cultural climate of the 1930s, and the effect
of the Great Depression on aspiring optometrists.

Q3: What kind of data can I anticipate to find in the yearbook?

A3: Foresee student biographies, images of student life, information about the college's program and
faculty, and views into the cultural norms of the era.

Q4: How can this yearbook be used in an educational setting?

A4: It could be used as a first-hand resource for research, showing the progression of optometry and
the influence of historical setting on education.
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