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Smallwood's Piano Tutor: Faber Edition (2005) – A Comprehensive
Review
Learning piano can be a rewarding journey, and choosing the right learning resource is crucial. For many aspiring pianists, William Smallwood's
*Smallwood's Piano Tutor: Faber Edition (2005)* paperback has served as a trusted companion. This in-depth review will explore this popular method,
delving into its features, benefits, and suitability for different learners. We'll also address common questions and concerns surrounding this widely used
piano tutor. Key aspects we’ll cover include the book's pedagogical approach, its suitability for beginners, the progressive exercises, and its overall value
as a learning tool.

Introduction: A Legacy of Piano Instruction

William Smallwood’s *Piano Tutor* has enjoyed enduring popularity, with the 2005 Faber edition representing a refined version of a well-established
method. This book stands out for its structured approach, carefully graded exercises, and clear presentation. It aims to provide a solid foundation in piano
playing, catering to both self-taught individuals and those learning under the guidance of a teacher. The book's success lies in its ability to combine
technical proficiency with musicality, fostering a holistic approach to learning the piano.

Benefits of Using Smallwood's Piano Tutor



*Smallwood's Piano Tutor* offers several key advantages for aspiring pianists:

Structured Progression: The book's meticulously graded exercises allow for a gradual increase in difficulty, ensuring that learners build a strong
foundation before moving on to more challenging material. This structured approach minimizes frustration and maximizes progress.
Comprehensive Coverage: It covers fundamental aspects of piano playing, including posture, hand position, finger exercises, music theory, and
sight-reading. The combination of these elements makes it a holistic piano learning tool.
Musicality and Expression: While emphasizing technical skills, the book also encourages musical expression and interpretation. Many pieces
included encourage exploration of dynamics, articulation, and phrasing, fostering a deeper appreciation for music.
Accessibility: The clear layout and straightforward explanations make it accessible to beginners, while experienced players might find it useful for
revisiting fundamental techniques or exploring simpler pieces. The 2005 Faber edition is readily available, making it a convenient choice.
Affordable Price Point: Compared to some more expensive piano method books, the *Smallwood's Piano Tutor Faber Edition (2005)* paperback
offers excellent value for money, providing comprehensive instruction without breaking the bank.

Practical Usage and Implementation

*Smallwood's Piano Tutor* is designed to be used either independently or alongside a teacher. For self-taught learners, the clear instructions and
progressive exercises make it relatively easy to follow. However, the support of a qualified teacher can be beneficial in addressing any individual
challenges or questions that may arise.

Here’s how one can effectively use the book:

Start with the Basics: Begin with the initial chapters, focusing on posture, hand position, and basic finger exercises. Master these fundamental
skills before moving to more complex material.
Gradual Progression: Work through the exercises systematically, ensuring that you have a solid understanding of each concept before moving
on. Don’t rush the process; mastery of the basics is crucial for long-term progress.
Practice Regularly: Consistent practice is essential for developing piano skills. Aim for short, regular practice sessions rather than infrequent,
long ones.
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Listen Carefully: Pay attention to the musical examples and strive for accurate interpretations. Understanding musical notation and phrasing is
vital for a nuanced musical performance.
Utilize Supplementary Materials: Consider supplementing the book with additional resources such as online tutorials, recordings, or a qualified
piano teacher.

Strengths and Weaknesses of the Book

Like any learning resource, *Smallwood's Piano Tutor* has both strengths and weaknesses:

Strengths:

Clear and concise explanations: The book's language is straightforward and easy to understand, even for beginners.
Well-structured exercises: The exercises are well-designed and gradually increase in difficulty.
Comprehensive coverage: The book covers a wide range of fundamental skills.
Affordable price: The paperback version offers excellent value for money.

Weaknesses:

Limited supplementary material: Compared to some modern methods, the book lacks interactive elements such as online resources or
accompanying audio.
Limited focus on contemporary music: The musical pieces included primarily focus on classical and traditional styles.

Conclusion: A Valuable Resource for Piano Beginners

*Smallwood's Piano Tutor: Faber Edition (2005)* remains a valuable resource for aspiring pianists, particularly beginners. Its structured approach,
comprehensive coverage, and accessible style make it an excellent choice for both self-taught learners and those studying with a teacher. While it may
lack some features found in more modern methods, its strengths in providing a solid foundation in piano playing outweigh its limitations. The book's
enduring popularity is a testament to its effectiveness in helping countless individuals achieve their musical goals. The clarity, gradual increase in
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difficulty, and focus on both technical skill and musical expression make it a worthwhile investment for anyone embarking on the journey of learning to
play the piano.

FAQ: Addressing Common Questions

Q1: Is this book suitable for absolute beginners?

A1: Yes, absolutely. *Smallwood's Piano Tutor* is specifically designed for beginners. It starts with the very basics, such as hand position and finger
exercises, gradually building up to more complex concepts.

Q2: Do I need a teacher to use this book effectively?

A2: While you can use the book independently, having a teacher can significantly enhance your learning experience. A teacher can provide personalized
feedback, address any difficulties you encounter, and ensure that you are developing good technique.

Q3: How long does it typically take to complete the book?

A3: The completion time varies greatly depending on the individual's practice time, learning speed, and musical background. Some students might
complete it within a year, while others might take longer. Consistent practice is key.

Q4: What is the level of music theory covered in the book?

A4: The book introduces fundamental music theory concepts alongside practical piano exercises, including basic notation, key signatures, time
signatures, and rhythm. It's sufficient for beginners but may not encompass advanced theoretical concepts.

Q5: Are there any online resources to complement the book?

A5: While the 2005 Faber edition doesn't include online resources, you can find supplemental materials online, such as tutorial videos, sheet music
websites, and online piano forums. These resources can help to clarify concepts or offer alternative perspectives.
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Q6: What types of music are included in the book?

A6: The book primarily features classical and traditional pieces, providing a strong foundation in musical styles that often form the basis of many
musical genres.

Q7: Is the book still relevant in the age of digital piano learning?

A7: Yes. While many digital learning tools exist, *Smallwood's Piano Tutor* provides a structured, comprehensive, and hands-on approach to learning
piano fundamentals. It serves as a valuable supplement, or even a primary resource, for those learning piano, regardless of the use of digital tools.

Q8: Where can I purchase a copy of Smallwood's Piano Tutor (2005 Faber Edition)?

A8: The book is widely available online through various booksellers, such as Amazon, eBay, and specialist music retailers. Check used book sites as
well for potentially lower prices.

Unlocking Musical Potential: A Deep Dive into Smallwood's Piano Tutor

For aspiring pianists seeking to master the instrument, a dependable tutor is crucial. William Smallwood's *Smallwood's Piano Tutor*, published by
Faber in 2005, offers a thorough and engaging approach to piano instruction. This examination delves into the manual's structure, pedagogy, and overall
effectiveness, assisting potential users decide its suitability for their needs.

The guide is designed progressively, gradually introducing basic concepts before moving to more difficult techniques. The initial sections focus on
essential music theory, including sound reading, rhythm, and basic chord arrangements. Smallwood cleverly integrates these theoretical elements with
practical exercises, ensuring that learners understand the “why” behind the “how.” This combined approach prevents theory from feeling like an separate
matter, making the learning journey more consistent.

One of the manual's benefits lies in its meticulously selected collection of pieces. The melodies vary from simple tunes suitable for total beginners to
comparatively difficult compositions that probe growing skills. This gradual growth in difficulty lets students to build their belief and ability at a
comfortable pace. The inclusion of traditional songs and familiar pieces provides an element of delight and encouragement, making the process less like
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toil and more like a satisfying artistic exploration.

Smallwood’s technique emphasizes correct posture, hand position, and finger skill from the start. This concentration to detail is important in stopping the
development of bad habits that can hinder progress later. The textbook offers explicit instructions and helpful diagrams to show proper fingerings and
hand positions. This visual aid is especially helpful for visual learners.

The publication's effectiveness also stems from its versatility. It can be used by individuals working independently or as a addition to instruction with a
tutor. The clear accounts and well-structured drills make it understandable to a extensive range of learners, without regard of their prior history with
piano.

Beyond the mechanical aspects of piano playing, *Smallwood's Piano Tutor* also promotes a passion for harmony. The carefully selected pieces present
students to a assortment of musical forms, fostering investigation and understanding. This larger perspective on harmony helps to improve the learning
journey and foster a enduring interest in the art of piano playing.

In closing, *Smallwood's Piano Tutor Faber Edition by Smallwood William 2005 paperback* offers a solid and effective pathway to piano proficiency.
Its gradual approach, combined understanding and practice, appropriately chosen collection, and attention to accuracy make it a helpful resource for both
beginners and those seeking to enhance their skills. Its adaptability further strengthens its attractiveness, making it an superior acquisition for anyone
beginning on their piano exploration.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Is this tutor suitable for absolute beginners? Yes, the book is designed for absolute beginners, starting with the most basic concepts and gradually
increasing in difficulty.

2. Does the book include accompanying audio? No, the 2005 edition doesn't include an audio component. However, many supplemental resources and
online materials can be used alongside the book.

3. How long does it typically take to complete the book? The completion time varies depending on the individual's practice schedule and learning
pace. Consistent practice is key.
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4. What is the overall style of the music included? The book offers a diverse range of styles, including classical, folk, and popular music, ensuring a
varied and engaging learning experience.

5. Is this book still relevant in the age of online piano lessons? Absolutely. While online resources are beneficial, a structured, comprehensive book
like Smallwood’s offers a solid foundation and can be a valuable supplement or even the primary learning tool for many.
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