
1999 Ford Contour Owners Manual

1999 Ford Contour Owners Manual: Your
Guide to Understanding and Maintaining
Your Vehicle
Owning a 1999 Ford Contour can be a rewarding experience, offering reliable transportation and
a comfortable ride. However, to fully appreciate and maintain your vehicle, understanding its
intricacies is crucial. This is where the 1999 Ford Contour owners manual becomes
indispensable. This comprehensive guide delves into the features, benefits, and essential
information contained within this vital document, helping you navigate everything from routine



maintenance to troubleshooting minor issues. We'll also explore where to find a copy, both
physical and digital.

Understanding the 1999 Ford Contour Owners Manual: A
Wealth of Information
The 1999 Ford Contour owner's manual isn't just a booklet; it's your personalized guide to
your vehicle. It acts as a comprehensive reference, covering a vast range of topics vital for
optimal performance, safety, and longevity. Within its pages, you'll find detailed explanations of
your car's features, systems, and operations. This information is crucial for extending the lifespan
of your Contour and avoiding costly repairs down the line.

Key Sections Within the 1999 Ford Contour Owners
Manual
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The manual is typically organized into several key sections. While the exact structure might vary
slightly, most will include these core components:

### Understanding Your Car's Features (Specifications and Controls)

This section provides a detailed overview of your Contour's features, including the operation of its
various controls, such as the dashboard gauges, climate control system, and audio system. It
might also include information on optional features installed in your specific model.
Understanding these controls ensures you can operate your vehicle safely and efficiently. For
example, knowing how to properly adjust your mirrors using the controls described in the manual
is essential for safe driving. This section will also clarify any differences between trim levels (e.g.,
GL, LX, SE) and their respective features.

### Routine Maintenance and Scheduled Service (Maintenance Schedules)

One of the most valuable sections focuses on routine maintenance. This section provides a clear
schedule for tasks like oil changes, tire rotations, filter replacements, and fluid checks. Following
this schedule diligently is crucial for preventing major mechanical problems and maintaining
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optimal performance. The manual will specify the recommended intervals for these tasks, helping
you stay on top of preventative maintenance. Ignoring these recommendations can lead to
decreased fuel efficiency and potentially more expensive repairs in the long run.

### Troubleshooting and Diagnostics (Problem Solving)

The troubleshooting section is invaluable when minor issues arise. This section provides guidance
on diagnosing and resolving common problems, saving you time and potentially money by
allowing you to address minor issues before they escalate. It will often feature a series of
diagnostic steps and possible solutions for issues ranging from a malfunctioning power window to
a check engine light. It's vital to consult this section before seeking professional help, as it often
presents simple fixes you can perform yourself.

### Safety Features and Operation (Safety Information)

Understanding your vehicle's safety features is paramount. This section outlines the operation of
safety systems such as airbags, seatbelts, and anti-lock brakes (ABS). This knowledge enables
you to use these features correctly in emergency situations. Moreover, the manual often contains
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valuable information on safe driving practices, proper child seat installation, and emergency
procedures.

### Technical Specifications (Technical Data)

This section contains valuable technical data about your 1999 Ford Contour. This includes
information like engine specifications, fluid capacities, fuse box layouts, and tire pressure
recommendations. This information is crucial for any maintenance or repair work you or a
mechanic might undertake.

Finding Your 1999 Ford Contour Owners Manual: Digital
and Physical Options
Finding a copy of your 1999 Ford Contour owners manual is easier than you might think.
First, check your vehicle – it might be tucked away in the glove compartment, center console, or
under the driver's seat. If not, there are several other avenues to explore:
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Ford's Website: Ford often makes older owner's manuals available for download on their
official website. Searching their support pages for "1999 Ford Contour owner's manual" is a
good starting point.
Online Retailers: Sites like Amazon and eBay often sell both new and used copies of
owner's manuals.
Third-Party Automotive Repair Manuals: Websites and retailers specializing in
automotive repair manuals often offer digital versions or physical copies. These might
contain more detailed technical information beyond the scope of the original owner's
manual.

Conclusion: The Indispensable Resource for Your 1999
Ford Contour
The 1999 Ford Contour owner's manual is an invaluable resource for any owner. It provides
comprehensive information on your vehicle's features, maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety
protocols, helping you maximize its lifespan, performance, and safety. By utilizing this resource,
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you'll not only enhance your understanding of your car but also save money on costly repairs and
ensure a safer and more enjoyable driving experience.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: My 1999 Ford Contour's check engine light is on. What should I do?

A1: Consult the troubleshooting section of your 1999 Ford Contour owners manual for
guidance. This section often includes steps for diagnosing the cause of a check engine light,
which can range from a loose gas cap to more serious engine issues. If the manual doesn't
provide a solution, or the problem persists, consult a qualified mechanic for diagnosis and repair.

Q2: Where can I find the fuse box diagram for my 1999 Ford Contour?

A2: The fuse box diagram is typically found in the 1999 Ford Contour owners manual within
the technical specifications or electrical system section. This diagram will indicate the location of
the fuse box(es) in your vehicle and detail which fuse controls which circuit.
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Q3: How often should I change the oil in my 1999 Ford Contour?

A3: The recommended oil change interval for your 1999 Ford Contour is specified in the
maintenance schedule section of your owner's manual. This interval varies depending on driving
conditions and the type of oil used. Consult your manual for the exact recommendations.

Q4: What type of transmission does my 1999 Ford Contour have?

A4: The type of transmission (automatic or manual) is usually found on the vehicle identification
plate, and usually mentioned in the specifications section of your 1999 Ford Contour owners
manual. You can also check your vehicle's paperwork or the sticker on the driver's side
doorjamb.

Q5: My power windows aren't working. What could be the problem?

A5: The troubleshooting section of the owner's manual should provide guidance on diagnosing
problems with power windows. Issues could range from a blown fuse to a faulty window regulator.
The manual can help determine the most likely cause before taking it to a mechanic.
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Q6: Where can I find information on the correct tire pressure for my 1999 Ford
Contour?

A6: Your 1999 Ford Contour owners manual will specify the recommended tire pressure in the
technical specifications section, often on a sticker inside the driver's side doorjamb as well.
Ensure you inflate your tires to the correct pressure for optimal handling, fuel efficiency, and tire
longevity.

Q7: I need to replace my air filter. How do I do it?

A7: The owner's manual usually includes instructions and diagrams for replacing components like
the air filter. It outlines the necessary steps and tools required for the replacement, helping you
perform this simple maintenance task yourself.

Q8: My car's battery is dead. How do I jump-start it safely?

A8: Your 1999 Ford Contour owners manual should detail the safe procedure for jump-
starting your car's battery. This includes connecting the jumper cables correctly to avoid
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damaging the electrical system. Always follow the instructions carefully to ensure your safety and
the safety of your vehicle.

Decoding the 1999 Ford Contour Owners Manual: Your
Guide to Automotive Mastery
The 1999 Ford Contour Sedan represents a noteworthy chapter in Ford's history, and
understanding its complexities is key to enhancing its performance and lifespan. The 1999 Ford
Contour owners manual serves as your personal tutor in this endeavor, unraveling everything
from routine maintenance to troubleshooting complex issues. This article will examine the
contents within this important document, underscoring its key chapters and offering practical
advice for every Contour owner.

The handbook's introduction typically provides context by describing its function. It directly states
its aim: to enable you, the owner, with the understanding necessary to properly operate your
vehicle. Think of it as your personal mechanic's handbook, readily available whenever you need
help.
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One of the essential sections within the reference guide deals with scheduled upkeep. This
section meticulously details the advised intervals for tasks like fluid checks. It's not just a catalog
of tasks; it explains the why behind them, highlighting the consequence of neglect on your
vehicle's well-being. For example, failing to change your oil regularly can lead to premature
engine wear. The manual provides clear instructions, often accompanied by informative
diagrams, to ease the process.

Beyond scheduled servicing, the user's handbook delves into more technical subjects. This
includes sections on troubleshooting various malfunctions, from electrical glitches to more severe
issues. These sections often employ a troubleshooting tree to guide you through the process of
identifying the source of the issue. For instance, if your turn signals are not functioning correctly,
the manual will guide you a series of checks to determine the source – be it a blown fuse. It
empowers you to become a more skilled vehicle owner, reducing your reliance on expensive
repair shops.

Furthermore, the guide includes safety features of the vehicle, emphasizing their effective
application. This includes everything from anti-lock braking systems (ABS). Understanding how
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these systems function is crucial for safe driving. The manual illustrates their functionality clearly,
helping you become a more conscious driver.

Finally, the helpful resource acts as a reference point for understanding the vehicle's
characteristics. This includes technical data such as fuel capacity. This information proves
important for tasks like tire rotations.

In closing, the vehicle's manual serves as a thorough and essential resource for any enthusiast.
By attentively studying its contents, you can dramatically extend the life of your car, lower
maintenance costs, and improve your overall driving journey.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Where can I find a 1999 Ford Contour owners manual? You can often find digital copies
online through Ford's website or third-party automotive resource sites. Used copies are also
available on online marketplaces like eBay or Amazon.

2. Is it necessary to follow the maintenance schedule precisely? While adhering to the
recommended schedule is highly encouraged, minor deviations might not always have drastic
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consequences. However, consistent neglect can lead to significant problems.

3. Can I perform all the maintenance tasks myself? Many routine maintenance tasks are
relatively straightforward and can be performed at home with the right tools and knowledge.
However, complex repairs should always be handled by qualified mechanics.

4. What if my manual is missing or damaged? Contacting a Ford dealership or using online
resources to locate a digital version is recommended.

5. How important are the diagrams and illustrations in the manual? They're crucial! They
often provide visual guidance that supplements the written instructions, making complex
procedures easier to understand and execute.
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