Cyprus A Modern History

Cyprus. A Modern History — From Independenceto the
Present Day

Cyprus, a Mediterranean island steeped in ancient history, boasts a modern narrative equally rich and complex. This
article explores the key events shaping Cyprus's modern history, from its independence to its ongoing challenges,
touching upon significant aspects such asits political division, its economic development, its EU member ship, and its
relationship with Turkey. We will also delve into the ongoing quest for a Cyprusreunification.

The Road to Independence and the Aftermath (1960-1974)

Cyprus gained independence from British rule in 1960, a milestone achieved through a delicate balance of power
between its Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities. However, this hard-won independence was short-lived.
The fragile power-sharing agreement quickly crumbled under the weight of deep-seated ethnic tensions and competing
geopolitical interests. The nascent Cypriot state struggled to establish a stable government, plagued by inter-communal
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violence and political instability. The early years of independence were marked by escalating tensions, with both Greek
and Turkish Cypriot communities vying for control. This period underscores the complexities inherent in navigating a
multi-ethnic society with significant historical grievances.

### The 1974 Turkish Invasion and its Consequences

The 1974 Turkish invasion, triggered by a Greek-sponsored coup aiming to unite Cyprus with Greece ( *enosis*),
dramatically altered the island's landscape. The invasion resulted in the de facto division of Cyprusinto two entities: the
internationally recognized Republic of Cyprus, controlling the southern part of the island, and the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus (TRNC), recognized only by Turkey, in the north. This division continues to this day, profoundly
impacting the lives of Cypriots and shaping the island's modern history. The invasion led to a massive displacement of
population, with thousands of Greek Cypriots fleeing the north and Turkish Cypriots leaving the south. This population
transfer further entrenched the division, creating distinct communities with limited interaction.

Economic Development and EU M ember ship (1974-Pr esent)

Despite the political division, the Republic of Cyprus experienced significant economic development following the
invasion. Theisland leveraged its strategic location, its pleasant climate, and its membership in the European Union
(EV) in 2004 to attract tourism and foreign investment. This economic growth has led to improved living standards and
infrastructure development, particularly in the south. However, the shadow of the division continues to hinder broader
economic prosperity. The north, under the TRNC, experienced significantly slower economic growth, heavily reliant on
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aid from Turkey. The ongoing political stalemate prevents the full economic integration of the island and hinders the
potential for realizing its full economic potential.

The CyprusProblem: A Continuing Struggle for Reunification

The Cyprus problem, referring to the island's division and the ongoing quest for reunification, remains a central themein
Cyprus's modern history. Numerous rounds of negotiations have taken place under the auspices of the United Nations,
aiming to find amutually acceptable solution. The most notable attempt was the 2004 Annan Plan, which proposed a
federal solution, but it was ultimately rejected in areferendum by Greek Cypriots. The failure of this plan, and
subsequent failed attempts, highlights the deeply entrenched divisions and the challenges in bridging the gap between the
two communities. The issue remains a significant obstacle to the island's full integration and reconciliation.

CyprussRelationswith Turkey and the International Community

Cyprus's relationship with Turkey remains highly strained, primarily due to the 1974 invasion and the continued
occupation of the northern part of the island. The Turkish presence in northern Cyprus remains a major point of
contention with the international community, with most countries only recognizing the Republic of Cyprus as the
legitimate government of the entire island. Nevertheless, Cyprus seeks to maintain diplomatic ties with various nations to
bolster its international standing and advocate for a just resolution to the Cyprus problem. The Republic of Cyprus
actively participates in international forums such as the EU, leveraging its membership to promote its interests and
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maintain pressure on Turkey to resolve the issue peacefully.

Conclusion: A Divided Idand, A Shared Future?

Cyprus's modern history is a testament to the enduring power of political conflict and the challenges of building peacein
adivided society. While the island has achieved significant economic progress and international recognition, the
unresolved Cyprus problem continues to cast along shadow. The quest for reunification remains a significant challenge,
demanding sustained diplomacy, compromise, and awillingness from all parties to find common ground. The future of
Cyprus hinges on a successful resolution of this long-standing conflict, a resolution that can only be achieved through
dialogue, mutual understanding, and respect for the rights and aspirations of both Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots.

FAQ:
Q1. What isthe current status of the Cyprus problem?

A1: The Cyprus problem remains unresolved. While numerous negotiation rounds have taken place, alasting solution
has not been reached. The island remains divided, with the internationally recognized Republic of Cyprus controlling the
south and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) controlling the north, recognized only by Turkey.

Q2: What are the main obstaclesto reunification?
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A2: Key obstaclesinclude deeply entrenched mistrust between the two communities, differing views on the structure of
afuture unified Cyprus (e.g., federal versus unitary state), the issue of property rights of displaced persons, and the
presence of Turkish troops in northern Cyprus. Geopolitical considerations and the influence of external actors aso play
asignificant role.

Q3: What role doesthe European Union play in the Cyprus problem?

A3: The EU plays asignificant role in mediating and supporting the peace process. The EU's membership of Cyprus
adds pressure on Turkey to comply with international law and find a mutually acceptable solution. The EU aso provides
financia aid and support to Cyprus, particularly in the south.

Q4. What arethe economic implications of the division of Cyprus?

A4: The division severely hampers the island's economic potential. The north experiences significantly slower economic
growth due to isolation from the international community and reduced access to markets. The south has experienced
greater economic growth, yet its potential islimited by the ongoing conflict and the inability to fully integrate the

island’ s economy.

Q5: What isthe future outlook for Cyprus?

A5: The future of Cyprusisinextricably linked to the resolution of the Cyprus problem. Achieving ajust and lasting
solution would unlock the island's full potential for economic development, social cohesion, and regional stability.
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However, without a resolution, the island will likely continue to face political and economic challenges.
Q6: What istheroleof Turkey in the Cyprus conflict?

AG6: Turkey'sroleis central to the Cyprus conflict. The 1974 invasion and its continued military presence in Northern
Cyprusisamajor point of contention. Turkey's support for the TRNC complicates the peace process, though Turkey also
participates in some mediation efforts.

Q7: What arethe human rights concernsrelated to the Cyprus problem?

AT: The displacement of populationsin 1974 and the ongoing division have caused serious human rights violations.
Issues include property rights, missing persons, the right of return for displaced persons, and freedom of movement.
These issues are central to ongoing negotiations.

Q8: Where can | learn more about the history of Cyprus?

A8: Numerous books and academic articles cover Cyprus's history. University libraries, online databases (such as
JSTOR and Project MUSE), and reputabl e historical websites offer comprehensive resources. The United Nations
website also contains detailed information on the ongoing peace process.
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Cyprus, a sun-kissed island in the near-eastern Mediterranean, boasts a fascinating history stretching back millennia.
However, its modern history, spanning roughly from the early 20th erato the present day, is particularly dramatic,
marked by significant shiftsin political territory and societal composition. This exploration delves into the key events
and elements that have shaped the island's identity and ongoing challenges.

The island's modern history isinextricably linked to its colonial past. Primarily, under the dominion of the Ottoman
Empire, Cyprus experienced a period of relative peace, though not without its challenges. The arrival of British rulein
1878, officialy formalized in 1914, marked a mgjor turning point. British administration brought about improvementsin
infrastructure and rule, but also planted the seeds of future discord by favouring certain groups over others. This
inequality became a crucial element in shaping the complex ethno-national identities that would later collide.

The post-World War Il period witnessed the rise of self-determination movements, both among the Greek Cypriot and
Turkish Cypriot populations. These movements, fuelled by aspirations for self-rule and often influenced by outside
powers, escalated tensions on the island. The EOKA struggle for *enosis* (union with Greece) led to a protracted
conflict with British authorities, marked by violence and reprisals. This era highlighted the rooted divisions between the
two main communities and the intricacies of mediating competing patriotic aspirations.

The gain of independence in 1960, while seemingly a success, proved to be a precarious one. The governmental
framework, designed to balance the interests of both communities, rapidly fell apart due to ongoing disagreements and a
absence of genuine partnership. This ultimately led to the civil violence of 1963-64, forcing the de facto separation of the
two communities. The Greek side established control over the majority of the island while the Turkish Cypriots
withdrew to enclaves, increasingly segregated from their Greek Cypriot neighbours.
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The climax of this turmoil was the Turkish military operation in 1974, triggered by a seizure of power aimed at * enosis*.
Thisinvasion resulted in the control of approximately 37% of theisland by Turkish forces, leading to the creation of the
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), a state recognized only by Turkey. The division of Cyprus remains an
outstanding issue to this day, representing one of the most significant unresolved conflictsin the eastern Mediterranean.

The following decades have witnessed numerous attempts at reconciliation and peacebuilding, under the auspices of the
United Nations. However, these attempts have been hindered by deep-seated suspicion and divergent outlooks regarding
the future of the island. The Cyprus problem, therefore, continues to be a complex and touchy issue requiring careful
diplomatic engagement and a preparedness from all parties to compromise.

The modern history of Cyprus serves as a cautionary story about the risks of unresolved ethno-national conflicts and the
value of cross-cultural dialogue and cooperation. Understanding this background is crucial for managing the present
difficulties and establishing a more serene and flourishing future for the island.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS):

1. What isthe current status of the Cyprus problem? The Cyprus problem remains unresolved. While numerous
rounds of negotiations have taken place, a comprehensive settlement remains elusive. The island remains divided, with
the Republic of Cyprus (Greek Cypriot side) internationally recognized and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
(TRNC) only recognized by Turkey.
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2. What role did external powersplay in the Cyprus conflict? External powers, particularly Greece and Turkey,
played significant roles, often exacerbating existing tensions through their support for respective Cypriot communities.
This external influence complicated the internal dynamics of the conflict.

3. What arethe main obstaclesto a Cyprus settlement? The main obstacles include deep-seated mistrust, differing
visions regarding the island's future, and the issue of property rights for displaced populations. The status of Turkish
troops on the island also remains amajor point of contention.

4. What istherole of the United Nationsin Cyprus? The UN playsacrucia role in maintaining peace and facilitating
negotiations through its peacekeeping force (UNFICY P) and its ongoing diplomatic effortsto find a resolution to the
Cyprus problem.
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