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Harley Davidson Electra Glide
1959-1969 Service & Repair
Manual: Your Guide to Classic
Motorcycle Restoration
Owning a classic Harley-Davidson Electra Glide from the 1959-
1969 era is a dream for many motorcycle enthusiasts. These
iconic machines represent a golden age of motorcycle design and
engineering. However, keeping these beauties running smoothly
requires dedication and, often, the right resources. This
article dives deep into the importance and usage of the Harley
Davidson Electra Glide 1959-1969 service repair manual, covering
everything from its features and benefits to troubleshooting
common issues. We'll also explore related topics like vintage
Harley Davidson parts, 1960s Harley Davidson Electra Glide
specifications, and the crucial role of motorcycle maintenance.

Understanding the Value of a Harley
Davidson Electra Glide 1959-1969 Service
Repair Manual

A comprehensive service and repair manual isn't just a
collection of pages; it's your lifeline to maintaining and
restoring your classic Electra Glide. This document acts as a
detailed guide, providing step-by-step instructions, wiring
diagrams, torque specifications, and exploded parts diagrams
that are crucial for tackling any repair or maintenance task.
Finding a genuine Harley Davidson Electra Glide 1959-1969
service repair manual can be challenging, but the investment is
invaluable. Reputable sources often offer both print and digital
versions, catering to different preferences.

### Features of a High-Quality Manual

A quality Harley Davidson Electra Glide 1959-1969 service repair
manual will usually include:



Detailed Engine Diagrams: These illustrate the intricate
workings of the engine, making identifying parts and
troubleshooting issues significantly easier.
Wiring Diagrams: These are crucial for electrical system
diagnostics and repairs, helping you understand the flow of
electricity through your motorcycle.
Torque Specifications: Precise torque values for various
bolts and nuts ensure proper tightening, preventing damage
to engine components.
Step-by-Step Instructions: Clear, easy-to-follow
instructions for common maintenance procedures, like carb
cleaning, valve adjustments, and primary chain replacement.
Parts Lists and Exploded Diagrams: These diagrams show how
parts fit together, aiding in disassembly, reassembly, and
part identification. This is exceptionally helpful when
sourcing vintage Harley Davidson parts.
Troubleshooting Charts: These charts guide you through
diagnosing common problems based on symptoms, saving you
time and frustration.

### Benefits of Using the Manual

Beyond simply providing repair instructions, the manual offers
several key benefits:

Cost Savings: By performing maintenance and minor repairs
yourself, you can save significant money compared to
professional mechanic fees.
Improved Understanding: The manual helps you develop a
deeper understanding of your motorcycle's mechanical
systems, enabling you to proactively identify and address
potential issues.
Preservation of Value: Proper maintenance, guided by the
manual, helps to preserve the value of your classic Electra
Glide, ensuring it remains a valuable investment.
Peace of Mind: Knowing you have the resources to address
mechanical issues yourself provides peace of mind,
especially on long rides or in remote locations.

Sourcing and Using Your Harley Davidson
Electra Glide 1959-1969 Service Repair
Manual

Finding a reliable Harley Davidson Electra Glide 1959-1969
service repair manual is the first step. Online retailers
specializing in vintage motorcycle parts and manuals are a good
starting point. Always check reviews and seller ratings to
ensure you're getting an authentic and accurate manual. Consider
whether you prefer a physical copy for easy referencing in the
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garage or a digital version for convenient access.

### Practical Application and Maintenance

The manual isn't just for major overhauls; it's a valuable
resource for routine maintenance. Regular tasks outlined in the
manual, such as oil changes, air filter cleaning, and spark plug
replacement, are crucial for keeping your engine running
smoothly and preventing more serious problems. Understanding the
1960s Harley Davidson Electra Glide specifications found within
the manual can also inform you about correct fluid levels and
other crucial settings.

The manual will provide detailed guidance for each task,
ensuring you perform it correctly. For example, the manual will
specify the correct type and amount of oil for your engine,
preventing potential damage from incorrect lubrication.
Similarly, it will provide the correct torque specifications for
tightening various bolts and nuts, avoiding over-tightening or
stripping threads.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with Your
Electra Glide

Even with meticulous maintenance, problems can arise. This is
where the troubleshooting sections of your Harley Davidson
Electra Glide 1959-1969 service repair manual prove invaluable.
The manual will guide you through systematically diagnosing
issues, such as electrical problems, carburetor malfunctions, or
engine performance issues. The step-by-step instructions,
combined with diagrams and illustrations, make even complex
repairs manageable.

Remember, safety is paramount. If you are unsure about any
repair, consult a qualified motorcycle mechanic. Attempting
repairs beyond your skill level can lead to further damage and
even injury.

Conclusion: Investing in Your Classic
Harley-Davidson

The Harley Davidson Electra Glide 1959-1969 service repair
manual is an essential investment for any owner of this iconic
machine. It's more than just a book; it's a key to preserving,
maintaining, and enjoying the thrill of riding a piece of
motorcycle history. By understanding the manual's contents and
utilizing its resources effectively, you can extend the life of
your Electra Glide, saving money, and gaining a deeper
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appreciation for the engineering and craftsmanship of this
legendary motorcycle. The investment in a good manual far
outweighs the potential costs of mistakes or unforeseen repairs.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find a genuine Harley Davidson Electra Glide
1959-1969 service repair manual?

A1: Genuine manuals can be difficult to find. Online
marketplaces like eBay and specialized vintage motorcycle parts
websites are good starting points. Check seller ratings and
reviews carefully. Harley-Davidson dealerships might also have
access to older manuals or know of reputable sources.

Q2: Are there any free online resources that offer similar
information?

A2: While some partial information might be available online
through forums and websites, a complete and accurate service
repair manual is rarely free. Online resources may offer
snippets of information, but they often lack the comprehensive
detail and accuracy of a dedicated manual.

Q3: Can I use a manual for a different year model of Electra
Glide?

A3: While there might be some similarities, it's strongly
discouraged. There were significant design changes across the
1959-1969 Electra Glide models. Using an incorrect manual could
lead to incorrect repairs and potentially damage your
motorcycle.

Q4: What if my manual is missing pages or sections?

A4: A damaged manual limits its usefulness. Try to find a
replacement or use online forums to find information about the
missing sections. However, always proceed with caution when
using information from unofficial sources.

Q5: How often should I perform routine maintenance as outlined
in the manual?

A5: The manual will detail the recommended maintenance
intervals. Typically, this includes regular oil changes, air
filter cleaning, spark plug replacements, and inspections of
crucial components. Following the recommended schedule is
crucial for maintaining your motorcycle’s optimal performance
and longevity.
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Q6: What are some common problems encountered with 1959-1969
Electra Glides?

A6: Common problems vary, but often include carburetor issues,
electrical system problems (particularly wiring and points), and
general wear and tear on parts. The manual is invaluable in
diagnosing and addressing these common ailments.

Q7: Can I use the manual to perform a complete engine rebuild?

A7: Yes, a high-quality manual provides detailed instructions
for more complex repairs, including engine rebuilds. However,
this task requires considerable mechanical skill and experience.
If you are inexperienced, seek the assistance of a qualified
mechanic.

Q8: What tools will I need to perform the maintenance and
repairs outlined in the manual?

A8: The exact tools will vary depending on the specific task.
However, you'll generally need a basic set of hand tools,
including wrenches, screwdrivers, sockets, and potentially
specialized tools for specific components. The manual often
lists the necessary tools for each procedure.

Deciphering the Secrets | Mysteries |
Enigmas of the Harley-Davidson Electra
Glide 1959-1969 Service Repair Manual: A
Comprehensive | Thorough | Detailed Guide

The legendary | iconic | mythical Harley-Davidson Electra Glide,
a symbol | embodiment | representation of American freedom and
rebellion | independence | nonconformity, holds a special place
| position | standing in the hearts of many motorcyclists |
bikers | riders. But even these powerful | robust | mighty
machines require | demand | need regular maintenance | attention
| care, and that's where the Harley-Davidson Electra Glide 1959-
1969 service repair manual comes in. This guide | handbook |
resource isn't just a collection | compilation | assemblage of
technical | mechanical | engineering specifications; it's a key
| passport | access point to understanding and preserving |
maintaining | safeguarding a piece | part | fragment of
motorcycle history | heritage | legacy.

This article will explore | investigate | examine the contents |
substance | composition of this essential | indispensable |
crucial manual, highlighting its features | characteristics |
attributes and offering advice | suggestions | recommendations
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on its effective | efficient | successful utilization |
employment | application. We'll discuss | analyze | consider how
this manual can assist | aid | help both seasoned | experienced
| veteran mechanics and aspiring | budding | novice enthusiasts
| amateurs | fans in keeping | sustaining | preserving their
classic Electra Glides in top | optimal | peak condition | shape
| form.

Unpacking the Manual's Wealth | Treasure | Riches of Information
| Data | Knowledge

The 1959-1969 Electra Glide service repair manual is a
comprehensive | thorough | exhaustive document | text | record
that covers | encompasses | includes a vast range | spectrum |
array of topics. It's organized | structured | arranged
systematically, making it relatively | comparatively |
reasonably easy to navigate | traverse | explore. You can expect
| anticipate | foresee to find detailed | minute | precise
instructions | directions | guidance on:

Engine Overhaul | Restoration | Refurbishment: This section
provides step-by-step procedures | processes | methods for
disassembling, inspecting | assessing | evaluating,
repairing | fixing | mending, and reassembling the engine,
addressing potential problems | issues | challenges like
worn | damaged | deteriorated piston rings or leaking |
seeping | dripping gaskets. It's essentially an engine
surgery | operation | procedure guide | handbook | tutorial.

Transmission and Clutch | Coupling | Connector Maintenance |
Service | Care: Learn how to adjust | calibrate | fine-tune
clutch cable tension | strain | pressure, inspect | examine
| check gear engagement | meshing | connection, and replace
| substitute | exchange worn components | elements | parts.

Electrical System | Circuitry | Network Troubleshooting |
Diagnosis | Investigation: This section helps you diagnose |
identify | pinpoint electrical malfunctions | faults |
failures, from faulty wiring to problematic | defective |
failed ignition systems | assemblies | units. Schematic
diagrams are invaluable | essential | necessary here.

Chassis | Frame | Structure and Suspension | Shock
Absorption | Damping: Learn about aligning the front end,
checking | examining | inspecting the shock absorbers |
dampers | cushions, and maintaining | servicing | caring for
the fork | suspension | strut components | parts | elements.

Brakes | Stopping Mechanism | Deceleration System Adjustment
| Calibration | Tuning and Repair | Maintenance | Service:
Ensuring safe operation | functioning | performance is
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paramount, and this section details the procedures | methods
| techniques for maintaining the braking | stopping |
slowing system.

Using the Manual Effectively: Tips and Techniques | Strategies |
Approaches

The manual's effectiveness | utility | usefulness hinges on
proper | correct | accurate use. Here are some recommendations |
suggestions | hints:

Familiarize | Acclimate | Orient yourself with the table of
contents | index | contents page. This will help | aid |
assist you locate specific sections | chapters | parts
quickly.

Study | Review | Examine the diagrams and illustrations
carefully. They are crucial | essential | indispensable to
understanding the procedures | methods | steps.

Gather | Acquire | Obtain the necessary | required |
essential tools and parts before you begin any repair |
maintenance | service. Having everything ready prevents
delays | interruptions | setbacks.

Work | Operate | Function in a well-lit | illuminated |
bright and organized | tidy | neat workspace. This improves
| enhances | betters safety and efficiency | productivity |
effectiveness.

Take your time | leisure | effort and follow | obey | adhere
to the instructions precisely | exactly | accurately.
Rushing can lead | result | cause mistakes.

Conclusion

The Harley-Davidson Electra Glide 1959-1969 service repair
manual is more than just a collection | compilation | assemblage
of instructions; it's a legacy | heritage | history of
engineering skill | expertise | know-how and a roadmap | guide |
map to preserving | maintaining | protecting a piece | part |
section of motorcycle history. By understanding its contents |
components | elements and applying | using | implementing its
guidance | directions | advice correctly, owners can keep |
maintain | preserve their classic Electra Glides running
smoothly for years | decades | generations to come. It's an
investment | expenditure | commitment that pays | rewards |
compensates for itself many times over.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
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Q1: Where can I find a copy of the Harley-Davidson Electra Glide
1959-1969 service repair manual?

A1: You can try | attempt | endeavor online marketplaces |
auctions | sales sites like eBay, or specialize | focus |
concentrate motorcycle parts | components | elements suppliers.
Harley-Davidson dealerships | showrooms | stores may also have
access | connections | links to original | authentic | genuine
manuals or reprints | reproductions | copies.

Q2: Is the manual difficult | challenging | demanding to
understand | comprehend | grasp?

A2: While it contains | includes | incorporates technical |
mechanical | engineering information | data | knowledge, the
manual is generally well-organized | systematically arranged |
logically structured and relatively | comparatively | reasonably
easy to follow, especially if you have some mechanical |
technical | engineering aptitude | skill | ability.

Q3: Can I use | employ | utilize this manual to work on other
Harley-Davidson models?

A3: No. This manual is specific | particular | unique to the
Harley-Davidson Electra Glide models produced between 1959 and
1969. Other models will require their own specific | particular
| unique service repair manuals.

Q4: What if I encounter | experience | face a problem | issue |
challenge not addressed | covered | mentioned in the manual?

A4: You can seek | search | look for assistance | help | support
from online | internet | web forums | communities | groups
dedicated to classic Harley-Davidsons, or consult | seek advice
from | ask experienced mechanics.
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