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Finding the right parts for your classic 1973
Johnson 20 HP outboard motor can feel like
navigating a maze. This comprehensive guide
will help you understand the importance of a
1973 Johnson outboard motor 20 hp parts



manual, where to find one, and how to use it
effectively to keep your vintage engine
running smoothly. We'll cover everything from
locating the correct manual to troubleshooting
common issues using the diagrams and part
lists within. Understanding your Johnson
outboard parts is crucial for maintaining your
engine’s longevity and performance.

Understanding the
Importance of Your Parts
Manual

A 1973 Johnson outboard motor 20 hp parts
manual is far more than just a collection of
diagrams; it’s your essential guide to
maintaining and repairing your outboard
motor. This document provides detailed
exploded views of your engine's components,
allowing you to identify each part by its official
designation. This is critical for ordering
replacement parts, ensuring you receive the
correct components for your specific model.
The manual also frequently includes:
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Detailed diagrams: These visually
represent the engine’s internal workings,
making it easier to understand how
components fit together.
Part numbers: Each part is assigned a
unique number, simplifying ordering
from suppliers.
Torque specifications: This ensures
you tighten bolts and nuts to the correct
tension, preventing damage and
ensuring optimal performance.
Troubleshooting sections: These help
you diagnose common problems and
guide you towards appropriate solutions.
Wiring diagrams: Understanding the
electrical system of your outboard is
crucial, and the manual helps you
navigate it.

Without a parts manual, even simple
maintenance tasks can become significantly
more challenging and potentially costly due to
incorrect part identification and ordering. This
is especially true for a classic engine like the
1973 Johnson 20 HP, where parts may be
harder to find. You’ll also need to understand
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Outboard motor repair fundamentals which
the manual will assist with.

Locating Your 1973 Johnson
20 HP Parts Manual

Finding a 1973 Johnson 20 HP parts manual
can require some detective work. While
original manuals are sometimes available
from antique boat shops or online
marketplaces like eBay, they can be
expensive and might be in less than perfect
condition. Here are some avenues to explore:

Online Retailers: Websites specializing
in vintage outboard parts often offer
digital downloads or physical copies of
parts manuals. Be sure to verify the
compatibility with your specific model
number before purchasing.
Online Forums & Communities: Join
online forums dedicated to vintage
outboards. Members often share
resources and tips, and someone might
have a scan of the manual they’re willing
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to share.
Libraries and Archives: Local libraries
or university archives may possess
collections of vintage manuals. This is a
longer shot but is worth investigating.
Original Equipment Manufacturers
(OEM): Though unlikely, contacting
Brunswick Corporation (the parent
company of Johnson Outboards) may
yield positive results.

Utilizing Your Parts Manual
for Effective Maintenance &
Repair

Once you've obtained your 1973 Johnson 20
HP parts manual, here are key steps to
effectively utilize it:

Familiarize Yourself: Spend some time
browsing the manual. Understand the
organization, the indexing system, and
the types of information provided.

1973 Johnson Outboard Motor 20 Hp Parts Manual

5



Identify Your Specific Model: Every
outboard has a unique model number,
usually found on a plate attached to the
engine. Ensure you are using the correct
manual for your exact model. This will
help avoid Outboard motor
troubleshooting difficulties.
Locate Specific Parts: Use the
diagrams and part lists to identify the
components you need. Note down the
part numbers for accurate ordering.
Understand the Diagrams: Exploded
view diagrams show how components fit
together. Take your time to study them
before attempting any repairs.
Follow Instructions Carefully: The
manual provides crucial safety
guidelines and step-by-step instructions
for repairs. Always adhere to these
instructions.

Troubleshooting with Your
Parts Manual
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The parts manual is an invaluable tool for
troubleshooting. For instance, if your engine
isn't starting, you can consult the
troubleshooting section (if available) or refer
to the wiring diagram to trace the electrical
system. The manual guides you
systematically through potential causes,
allowing you to pinpoint the issue more
efficiently. This saves time, money, and
prevents accidental damage caused by
guesswork. Accurate identification of
Johnson outboard parts is crucial for this
process.

Conclusion

Owning a 1973 Johnson 20 HP outboard is a
testament to the quality and reliability of these
classic engines. However, maintaining and
repairing such an engine necessitates having
the correct 1973 Johnson outboard motor 20
hp parts manual. This manual acts as your
primary tool for troubleshooting, ordering
parts, and performing routine maintenance.
By utilizing this invaluable resource, you can
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ensure your vintage outboard runs smoothly
for years to come.

FAQ

Q1: Where can I find a digital copy of the
manual?

A1: Several online retailers specializing in
vintage outboard parts offer digital downloads.
You can also try searching online forums
dedicated to vintage outboards, as members
often share digital copies. Always verify the
accuracy and compatibility of the manual with
your specific model number before
downloading or purchasing.

Q2: My manual is missing pages; what can
I do?

A2: If your manual is incomplete, try
contacting online forums dedicated to vintage
Johnson outboards. Other owners may be
able to provide scans of the missing pages.
You can also contact vintage outboard parts
suppliers; they may have access to complete
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manuals or be able to help you find specific
information.

Q3: Can I use a parts manual from a
different year or model?

A3: No. While some components might be
similar across different years and models,
there are often significant variations. Using
the wrong manual can lead to incorrect part
identification and potentially damage your
engine. Always use the manual specifically
designed for your 1973 Johnson 20 HP
model.

Q4: How do I decipher the part numbers in
the manual?

A4: Johnson outboard part numbers are
usually alphanumeric codes. The manual
usually provides a legend or explanation of
what each part of the code represents. If
you're unsure, consult online resources or
contact a vintage outboard parts supplier.

Q5: What if I can't find a specific part listed
in the manual?
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A5: Parts for older engines can become
scarce. You may need to find a substitute part
or contact specialist outboard repair shops
that deal with vintage models. Sometimes,
parts can be cross-referenced with later
models or even fabricated if necessary.

Q6: Is it possible to repair my outboard
without a parts manual?

A6: It’s significantly more difficult, time-
consuming, and risky. Attempting repairs
without a manual drastically increases the
likelihood of incorrect part identification,
improper installation, and potential engine
damage. The cost of repairing such mistakes
could outweigh the cost of obtaining a
manual.

Q7: How often should I consult my parts
manual?

A7: Whenever you need to identify parts,
troubleshoot problems, or perform any
maintenance or repair work on your outboard.
Regularly reviewing sections of the manual,

1973 Johnson Outboard Motor 20 Hp Parts Manual

10



especially safety precautions, can also refresh
your understanding of your engine and
increase its lifespan.

Q8: What are some common parts that
frequently need replacing on a 1973
Johnson 20 HP?

A8: Common wear and tear items for
outboards of this age include impeller, spark
plugs, fuel lines, carburetor components, and
gaskets. Regular inspection and timely
replacement, guided by your parts manual, is
key to maintaining the engine's health.

Decoding the Mysteries of
the 1973 Johnson Outboard
Motor 20 HP Parts Manual

For vintage boating admirers, the year 1973
holds a special place. This was the time of
powerful two-stroke engines, and among
them, the Johnson 20 HP outboard is
prominent as a trustworthy workhorse. But
keeping this venerable machine running
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smoothly needs access to the right
knowledge, and that's where the 1973
Johnson Outboard Motor 20 HP Parts Manual
steps in. This handbook isn't just a
compilation of diagrams; it's the solution to
unlocking the mysteries of this famous motor.

This write-up delves far into the significance of
this particular parts manual, investigating its
layout, content, and hands-on
implementations. We'll discover how it
functions as an crucial asset for both
proficient mechanics and beginner DIY
enthusiasts.

Understanding the Manual's Structure and
Content

The 1973 Johnson 20 HP parts manual is
typically a extensive booklet, often arranged
by section. You'll find detailed exploded views
showing the interrelationship of every part
within each subassembly. These drawings are
essential for pinpointing specific parts and
understanding their position within the entire
system.
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The manual also includes a extensive parts
inventory, usually with component numbers,
details, and often pictures. These numbers
are critical for acquiring replacement parts
from suppliers, ensuring you get the accurate
components. The manual might also include
diagrams of the electrical system, intake lines,
and the temperature control apparatus.

Practical Applications and Benefits

The benefits of owning and employing a 1973
Johnson 20 HP parts manual are many.
Firstly, it prevents the uncertainty connected
in maintaining your outboard motor. Instead of
fumbling to recognize parts, you can quickly
find the exact piece needed. This preserves
valuable time and minimizes the probability of
injury.

Secondly, the manual allows you to perform
routine maintenance tasks effectively. By
adhering the instructions provided, you can
assure the long-term well-being and
functionality of your outboard. This lengthens
the durability of your valuable investment.
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Troubleshooting and Repair Strategies

The parts manual can be useful in
troubleshooting issues. By carefully reviewing
the illustrations, you can trace the route of oil,
find possible locations of malfunction, and
devise a strategy for repair. This empowers
you to address engineering problems with
certainty.

Beyond the Manual: Sourcing Parts and
Resources

While the manual is indispensable,
discovering the concrete parts can sometimes
be difficult. Fortunately, numerous internet
vendors and focused suppliers provide parts
for older Johnson motors. Online communities
and discussion boards dedicated to boating
and marine engines can also be useful
sources for locating parts and interacting with
other owners.

Conclusion

The 1973 Johnson Outboard Motor 20 HP
Parts Manual is more than just a gathering of
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illustrations and component numbers; it’s a
gateway to understanding and repairing a
classic piece of marine machinery. Its
comprehensive data and practical uses make
it an indispensable resource for anyone who
possesses or aims to restore a 1973 Johnson
20 HP outboard motor.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find a 1973 Johnson 20 HP
parts manual?

A1: You can attempt online marketplace sites
like eBay, dedicated boating equipment
websites, and online libraries specializing in
antique outboard handbooks. You might also
locate copies at vintage boat shows or
vendors specializing in retro outboard motors.

Q2: Is it necessary to have the manual for
basic maintenance?

A2: While not strictly essential for all basic
tasks, the manual is highly suggested. It offers
valuable guidance and eliminates potential
errors that can result more serious difficulties.
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Q3: Can I use a parts manual from a
different year?

A3: It's generally not recommended. While
some components might be comparable
across different years, there can be significant
changes that could result incompatibility.
Always endeavor to locate a manual particular
to your year and serial number.

Q4: What if a part is no longer available?

A4: This can be a challenge, but resourceful
users often find replacement parts through re-
manufacturing services, parts interchanges, or
by looking through online communities and
auction sites.
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