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Batt| eground Chi cago: The Police and the 1968 Denocratic
Nat i onal Convention — A Deep D ve into Frank Kusch's Account

The tunmul tuous year of 1968 wi tnessed a clash of ideologies and a boiling point of social unrest, nowhere nore intensely
than in Chicago during the Denocratic National Convention. Frank Kusch's 2008 paperback, *Battl eground Chi cago: The Police
and the 1968 Denocratic National Convention*, offers a conpelling and detail ed account of this pivotal nmoment in American
hi story, focusing particularly on the role of the Chicago Police Departnent and the violent confrontations that unfol ded.
This exploration delves into Kusch's work, analyzing its key themes, historical context, and lasting inpact, touching upon
key aspects like police brutality, anti-war protests, the 1968 el ection, and political policing.

The Hi storical Context: A Nation D vi ded

Kusch's book provides crucial context for understanding the events surrounding the 1968 Denocratic National Convention.
The nation was deeply divided. The Vietnam War raged, fueling w despread anti-war sentinent and protests. The
assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy had further exacerbated social tensions, |eaving a nation
grappling wwth grief and outrage. Chicago, a city already grappling wth racial tensions and a history of police

m sconduct, becane the stage for a dramatic confrontati on between protesters and authorities. This backdrop is essenti al
to conprehending the intensity and viol ence described in *Battl eground Chi cago*. Understandi ng the 1968 el ecti on cont ext
further highlights the stakes of the convention and the significance of the events that unfol ded.

Kusch's Narrative: Police Brutality and the Suppression of D ssent
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Kusch's narrative doesn't shy away from portraying the brutal actions of the Chicago Police Department during the
convention. The book details the violent clashes between police and protestors, focusing on the police's aggressive
tactics, including the use of excessive force, indiscrimnate beatings, and the targeting of peaceful denonstrators. The
aut hor neticul ously docunments the events, weaving together eyew tness accounts, official reports, and journalistic
coverage to paint a picture of a police force seenmingly determ ned to suppress di ssent, regardless of the protesters’
intentions. This detailed depiction of police brutality forns the core of Kusch's argunent.

### The Role of Mayor Richard J. Dal ey

Kusch al so sheds light on the role of Mayor Richard J. Dal ey, a powerful and controversial figure in Chicago politics. The
book suggests that Daley, aware of the potential for unrest, actively encouraged a heavy-handed police response. This

anal ysis explores the political machinations and the strategic decisions that contributed to the violence, highlighting
the intersection of |ocal politics and national events.

Beyond the Police: Exploring Miultiple Perspectives

Wil e *Battl eground Chicago* rightly focuses on the actions of the Chicago Police Departnent, it doesn't offer a solely
anti-police perspective. Kusch acknow edges the diverse notivations and tactics of the protesters, ranging from peaceful
denonstrators to nore radi cal groups. This nuanced approach allows for a nore conprehensive understandi ng of the conpl ex
dynam cs at play. The book provides a glinpse into the diverse array of notivations behind the protests, ranging from
concerns about the Vietnam War to broader calls for social justice. This nmulti-faceted | ook at the situation allows for a
richer, nore accurate representation of the events of 1968. It noves beyond sinply |abelling everyone as "protester” and
i nstead anal yzes the range of individuals and groups present, fromthe anti-war protests organized to the spontaneous
reactions to police actions.

Legacy and Lasting Inpact: A Turning Point in Amrerican Hi story

*Bat t| eground Chicago* isn't just a historical recounting; it's a reflection on the broader social and political

ram fications of the 1968 Denocratic National Convention. The events in Chicago, particularly the graphic depiction of
police brutality, significantly inpacted public opinion, contributing to the growi ng disillusionment with the governnent
and the war in Vietnam Kusch's work serves as a rem nder of the inportance of peaceful protest and the need for
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accountability when | aw enforcenment engages in excessive force. The book's lasting inpact lies inits ability to
contextualize contenporary debates surrounding police brutality and the rights of protestors. The narrative resonates
powerfully with current discussions on social justice and political policing, highlighting the enduring rel evance of the
events of 1968.

Concl usi on

Frank Kusch's *Battl eground Chi cago* offers a vital and nuanced account of a pivotal nonent in Anerican history. By
focusing on the role of the Chicago Police Departnent, Kusch illum nates the conplexities of the 1968 Denocratic National
Convention, highlighting the interplay between police brutality, political maneuvering, and w despread social unrest. The
book's enduring value lies in its ability to connect the past to the present, pronpting critical reflection on the ongoing
struggle for social justice and the inportance of accountable policing. It serves as a crucial rem nder of the | essons

| earned and the continued need for vigilance agai nst excessive force and the suppression of dissent.

FAQ

QL: What is the central argunment of *Battl eground Chi cago*?

Al: The central argunent revolves around the Chicago Police Departnent's excessive use of force and its role in
suppressi ng dissent during the 1968 Denocratic National Convention. Kusch argues that the police response was

di sproportionate and contributed significantly to the viol ence that unfol ded.

@: What primary sources does Kusch utilize in his book?

A2: Kusch draws upon a wide array of primary sources, including police reports, eyew tness accounts from protesters and
police officers, media coverage fromthe time, and official governnent docunents. This nulti-faceted approach all ows him
to build a conprehensive and detail ed narrative.

@B: How does *Battl eground Chicago* relate to contenporary issues?
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A3: The book's relevance to contenporary issues is significant. The events depicted, particularly the instances of police
brutality and the suppression of protest, resonate strongly with current debates surroundi ng police accountability, racial
justice, and the rights of protestors. It offers valuable historical context to these ongoi ng conversati ons.

. Was the violence at the 1968 DNC solely the fault of the police?

A4: No, Kusch's account avoids sinplistic narratives. Wile heavily criticizing police actions, he acknow edges the
presence of various groups anong the protesters, with differing levels of mlitancy and intentions. The viol ence was a
conplex interplay of factors, not solely attributable to the police.

Qb: What inpact did the events in Chicago have on the 1968 el ecti on?

A5: The violence at the convention negatively inpacted the Denocratic Party's imge. The chaotic scenes overshadowed the
nom nating process and contributed to a sense of national division and uncertainty, inpacting the broader political

| andscape of the el ection.

@: |Is *Battl eground Chi cago* a bi ased account ?

A6: Wile the book presents a critical perspective on the Chicago Police Departnent's actions, it strives for a bal anced
presentation by incorporating various perspectives and utilizing diverse sources. However, the reader should al ways be
aware of the author's perspective and engage critically with the information presented.

Q7: How does Kusch's book conpare to other accounts of the 1968 DNC?

A7: Kusch's book stands apart by its specific focus on the Chicago Police Departnent's role and its neticul ous
docunent ati on of police actions. Wile other accounts cover the broader political context, Kusch' s in-depth analysis of
police brutality and its consequences distingui shes his work.

@B: What are the key takeaways fromreadi ng *Battl eground Chi cago*?

A8: Key takeaways include a deeper understanding of police brutality in the context of social and political unrest, the

i nportance of accountable policing, the lasting inpact of the 1968 events on Anmerican political culture, and the
conpl exities inherent in social novenents and police responses to protest.
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Chicago '68: A Gty Under Siege — Frank Kusch's Account of Police and Politics

Frank Kusch's 2008 paperback, "Battl eground Chicago: The Police and the 1968 Denocratic National Convention," offers a
riveting perspective at a pivotal nonment in American history. The book delves into the chaotic events surrounding the 1968
Denocrati c National Convention in Chicago, showasing the fierce cl ashes between activists, the Chicago Police Departnent
(CPD), and the federal powers-that-be. It's not nerely a narrative of conflict; it's a detailed analysis of the political,
social, and tactical factors that culmnated in the infanbus "police riot." Kusch's work is essential for grasping the

| egacy of this eventful period, revealing the conplexities of police authority and the fernent of the Gvil Rights era.

The book's value lies inits multifaceted strategy. Kusch doesn't nmerely offer a chronol ogi cal account; instead, he
intertw nes together various accounts. He draws upon eyew tness testinonies, police files, nedia reporting, and scholarly
materials to create a rich portrait of the events. This nuanced approach allows the reader to grasp the nmultiple
notivations and ideol ogies of the different players involved, fromthe mlitant groups protesting the Vietnam War and the
Denocratic Party establishnment to the overwhel med CPD officers struggling to nmaintain peace.

Kusch's exploration of the CPD's role is particularly illum nating. He enphasizes the departnent's history of problematic
tactics and the stresses within its ranks. He argues that the departnent's behavior was not nerely a result of unbridled
vi ol ence, but rather a consequence of |ong-standing political influences. The prior aninosity between the police and
certain groups of the Chicago society is carefully analyzed.

Furthernore, the book adeptly connects the events in Chicago to the wi der setting of the |late 1960s. The escal ati ng soci al
and political unrest across the nation, fueled by the Vietnam War and the G vil Rights Myvenent, created a fertile ground
for the clashes in Chicago. Kusch denonstrates how the neeting becane a key site for expressing opposition, and how the
pol i ce response worsened tensions.

The book's witing style is accessible, nmaking the conplicated occurrences easy to grasp. Wiile conprehensive, it avoids

turning overly technical. Kusch's ability to weave together individual accounts with wi der social explanations is a ngjor
advant age of the work. The book functions as a forceful |esson of the inportance of conprehending the historical context

i n whi ch happeni ngs unf ol d.

I n conclusion, "Battleground Chicago"” is a essential resource for anyone interested in the history of the |ate 1960s,
police force, and the intersection of politics and public novenents. It's a stinulating reading that chall enges our
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under st andi ng of power, conflict, and the role of |law security in a open conmunity.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the central argunent of Kusch's book? Kusch argues that the police response to the 1968 Denocratic National
Convention protests wasn't sinply a spontaneous outburst of violence, but rather the cul m nation of |ong-standing tensions
bet ween the Chicago Police Departnent and certain segnents of the popul ation, exacerbated by the broader social and
political climate of the tine.

2. What sources does Kusch use in his book? Kusch utilizes a assortnent of resources, including eyew tness accounts,
police records, nedia coverage, and scholarly research to create a nultifaceted picture of the events.

3. How does the book relate to contenporary issues? The book's anal ysis of police force, political conflict, and the part
of the media is highly applicable to contenporary discussions about policing, social justice, and the dynam c between
power and resistance.

4. What is the overall tone of the book? The tone is neutral yet conpelling, allowing the reader to formtheir own
judgnment s based on the evidence present ed.
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