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Canada's identity is inextricably linked to its history of immigration. Understanding the
"Making of the Mosaic," a common metaphor for Canada's multicultural society, requires a
deep dive into the nation's evolving immigration policies. This article explores the key
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phases of Canadian immigration history, highlighting the shifts in policy, the societal
impacts, and the ongoing challenges in building a truly inclusive and equitable society. We
will examine key aspects of Canadian immigration history, immigration policy changes,
the concept of multiculturalism in Canada, the economic impact of immigration, and
the ongoing debate surrounding refugee resettlement.

From Restricted Entry to Open Doors: Early Immigration
Policies

Early Canadian immigration policies, particularly in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
were heavily influenced by discriminatory practices. The focus was on attracting specific
types of immigrants, often prioritizing those of British and European descent. This period
witnessed overt policies aimed at excluding people of colour and other marginalized groups,
such as the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1885 and various discriminatory practices against
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Indigenous peoples. This restrictive approach is a significant part of understanding how
Canada’s immigration policy has evolved. The narrative of “The Making of the Mosaic”
therefore necessitates acknowledging this complex and often painful past.

The early 20th century saw a shift towards a more points-based system, although still
biased towards certain nationalities. This system attempted to be more objective, focusing
on factors like skills and education, but embedded biases persisted. Immigration remained
heavily regulated, and the number of immigrants permitted entry was strictly controlled.

The Post-War Boom and the Rise of Multiculturalism: A
New Era

The post-World War Il era marked a turning point. Canada faced labor shortages and
actively sought immigrants to fuel economic growth. This period saw a significant increase
in immigration from various parts of the world, although certain countries still received
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preferential treatment. The 1960s witnessed a landmark shift with the introduction of a
points-based system that, while not entirely free of bias, aimed for a more meritocratic
approach, prioritizing skills and education rather than solely nationality or ethnicity.

This period also saw the formal adoption of multiculturalism as official policy in 1971. This
represented a significant symbolic and political shift, recognizing the value of cultural
diversity and aiming to create a society where all citizens could maintain their cultural
identities while fully participating in Canadian society. The concept of multiculturalism
became central to the ongoing narrative of "The Making of the Mosaic," shaping policy and
public discourse in profound ways.

Navigating Challenges and Embracing Diversity:
Contemporary Immigration Policy
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Contemporary Canadian immigration policy continues to evolve. While the points-based
system remains central, addressing the integration of newcomers remains a key challenge.
The policy framework is designed to balance economic needs with humanitarian concerns,
leading to a complex interplay of factors influencing immigration decisions. Canada
continues to welcome significant numbers of immigrants each year through various
programs, including skilled worker programs, family reunification programs, and refugee
resettlement programs.

However, challenges persist. Debates continue regarding the optimal levels of immigration,
the integration of newcomers into the workforce and society, and addressing the needs of
vulnerable groups, such as refugees and asylum seekers. Concerns about language
barriers, discrimination, and access to social services remain important considerations in
policy development. The ongoing effort to achieve a truly inclusive and equitable society is
at the heart of "The Making of the Mosaic."
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Economic Impact and Social Integration: A Balancing
Act

The economic impact of immigration in Canada has been substantial. Immigrants
significantly contribute to the workforce, filling labor shortages, starting businesses, and
boosting innovation. Studies have consistently demonstrated the positive contribution of
immigrants to the Canadian economy. However, successful economic integration requires
addressing challenges such as recognizing foreign credentials, providing language training,
and tackling systemic barriers to employment.

Social integration is equally important. Policies promoting intercultural understanding,
combating discrimination, and ensuring access to social services are crucial for building a
cohesive and inclusive society. "The Making of the Mosaic" is not merely an economic
strategy; it's a social project, requiring ongoing investment in education, community
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building, and promoting intercultural dialogue.

Conclusion: The Ongoing Story of Canadian Immigration

The "Making of the Mosaic" is a continuous process, an ongoing narrative shaped by
evolving immigration policies, societal attitudes, and global events. While Canada has made
significant progress towards a more inclusive and welcoming society, challenges remain.
Addressing systemic inequalities, promoting social justice, and ensuring the equitable
integration of newcomers are crucial for building a truly representative and flourishing
nation. The story continues to be written, with each new immigrant contributing to the ever-
evolving tapestry of Canadian identity.

FAQ
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Q1: What is the current Canadian immigration system like?

Al: Canada utilizes a comprehensive ranking system (CRS) under the Express Entry
system for skilled workers. This points-based system considers factors such as education,
work experience, language proficiency, and adaptability. Beyond Express Entry, other
programs cater to family reunification, refugees, and other specific immigration streams.

Q2: How does Canada select refugees for resettlement?

A2: Canada accepts refugees through various channels, including referrals from the
UNHCR, privately sponsored refugees, and government-assisted refugees. The selection
process involves assessing vulnerability, needs, and capacity for integration.

Q3: What are the main challenges facing Canadian immigration policy today?
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A3: Challenges include balancing economic needs with humanitarian concerns, integrating
newcomers successfully into the workforce and society, addressing the needs of vulnerable
groups, and managing public perceptions and anxieties regarding immigration levels.

Q4: How does immigration contribute to the Canadian economy?

A4: Immigrants contribute significantly to the Canadian economy by filling labor shortages,
starting businesses, paying taxes, and contributing to innovation. They frequently fill jobs in
high-demand sectors and contribute to economic growth.

Q5: What role does multiculturalism play in Canadian identity?

A5: Multiculturalism is a cornerstone of Canadian identity, recognizing and celebrating the
diversity of cultures and languages within the country. It aims to foster a society where all
citizens can maintain their cultural heritage while participating fully in Canadian society.
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Q6: What are some examples of past discriminatory immigration policies in Canada?

A6: Examples include the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1885, discriminatory policies against
Indigenous peoples, and the continuous preference given to certain European nationalities
over others throughout much of the 20th century. These policies are now widely
acknowledged as unjust and harmful.

Q7: How can Canada improve the integration of newcomers?

A7: Improved language training, better recognition of foreign credentials, access to
affordable housing, addressing systemic discrimination, and promoting intercultural
understanding through community programs are crucial steps towards better integration.

Q8: What are the future implications of Canadian immigration policy?
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A8: Future policy will likely focus on enhancing the integration of newcomers, addressing
climate change impacts on migration, adapting to demographic shifts, and navigating the
ongoing challenges of global migration patterns. Continued dialogue and adjustments are
essential to ensuring fairness, inclusivity, and success.

The Making of the Mosaic: A History of Canadian Immigration Policy

Canada's national identity is often described as a mosaic, a vibrant blend of varied cultures
and ethnicities. This beautiful image, however, is the result of a long and often convoluted
history of immigration policy, one marked by both liberal strides and conservative setbacks.
Understanding this history is crucial to appreciating Canada’s present multiculturalism and
navigating the difficulties of future immigration administration.

The early years of Canadian immigration policy were largely influenced by economic needs
and biases. From Confederation in 1867 until the mid-20th era, immigration was heavily
oriented towards Western settlers, reflecting a prevailing belief system that prioritized

The Making Of The Mosaic A History Of Canadian Immigration Policy

11



The Making Of The Mosaic A History Of Canadian Immigration Policy

specific racial and ethnic groups. The influx of thousands British and European immigrants
profoundly changed the population landscape of the land, building the foundation for
Canada'’s existing socio-cultural makeup. However, this selective approach also led to the
marginalization of many non-white groups, resulting in systematic discrimination and
perpetual social injustices.

The restrictive policies of the early 20th period, including the notorious Chinese Exclusion
Act of 1923 and the continuous efforts to control immigration from racialized countries,
highlight the deeply embedded nature of racism within the fabric of Canadian society. These
policies, excused under the guise of protecting national identity, served to produce a
community overwhelmingly dominated by people of Western descent.

The post-World War 1l era witnessed a significant change in Canadian immigration policy.
The increasing need for personnel in a expanding economy, combined with growing
worldwide pressure to tackle human rights concerns, led to a gradual easing of restrictive
immigration regulations. The establishment of point-based systems, which evaluated
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potential newcomers based on several factors such as education, skills, and language
competence, aimed to recruit qualified workers while encouraging greater inclusion.

The formation of the Multiculturalism Act of 1988 marked a turning point in Canadian
immigration policy. This landmark legislation formally accepted Canada’s multicultural
nature and committed the administration to fostering the fairness of all racial groups. While
this law has been largely praised for its forward-thinking stance, it has also been criticized
for failing to address the institutional barriers that continue to obstruct the full and equal
integration of racialized communities.

The 21st century has experienced continued evolution in Canadian immigration policy, with
a rising emphasis on labor needs and the inclusion of newcomers. This has caused to
discussions surrounding matters such as skilled worker programs, family reunification, and
refugee protection. The challenges of managing immigration in an increasingly international
world are considerable, requiring new approaches and a dedication to creating an inclusive
and equitable society.
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In conclusion, the making of Canada’s mosaic is a constantly evolving narrative of
immigration policy, marked by eras of both progress and regression. While significant
strides have been made towards creating a more inclusive society, challenges remain in
addressing structural biases and ensuring the full and equal integration of all newcomers. A
deeper understanding of this historical journey is essential for building a truly equitable and
just future.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)
Q1: What is the biggest challenge facing Canadian immigration policy today?

A1l: Balancing the economic needs of the country with the humanitarian imperative to
protect refugees and asylum seekers, while simultaneously striving for inclusive integration
of all newcomers, remains a significant challenge.

Q2: How does Canada's immigration policy compare to other developed nations?
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A2: Canada is generally considered to have a relatively open immigration policy compared
to many other developed nations, though debates continue about its effectiveness and
fairness.

Q3: What role does provincial/territorial governments play in Canadian immigration
policy?

A3: Provincial and territorial governments play a crucial role, particularly in nominating
skilled workers for immigration and in supporting the settlement and integration of
newcomers within their jurisdictions.

Q4: How can | learn more about Canadian immigration history?

A4: Numerous books, academic articles, government publications, and museum exhibits
provide in-depth information on this topic. Start with searches focusing on keywords like
"Canadian immigration history,"” "Canadian multiculturalism,” and specific immigration acts.
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