
Deep Economy The Wealth Of Communities And
The Durable Future By Mckibben Bill Published By
St Martins Griffin 2008

Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and a
Durable Future – A Review of Bill McKibben's Vision
Bill McKibben's *Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and a Durable Future*, published by St. Martin's
Griffin in 2008, remains a remarkably prescient exploration of economic sustainability and community resilience.
This book, published before the full impact of the 2008 financial crisis and the growing awareness of climate
change, offers a powerful critique of globalized capitalism and proposes an alternative model focused on localized
economies and a deep connection with the natural world. This article delves into the core arguments of McKibben's
work, highlighting its key themes and enduring relevance in our current context.



The Critique of Globalized Capitalism and Unsustainable Growth
A central argument in *Deep Economy* is a scathing critique of the relentless pursuit of economic growth as the
ultimate measure of societal success. McKibben argues that this focus on GDP growth has led to environmental
degradation, social inequality, and ultimately, an unsustainable system. He details how the globalized economy,
driven by cheap energy and mass consumption, has externalized costs – environmental damage, social unrest, and
resource depletion – that are rarely factored into the profit calculations of corporations. This resonates strongly
with modern concerns about environmental sustainability and the need for a more holistic approach to
economic evaluation.

McKibben uses compelling examples, illustrating how the pursuit of growth often leads to a race to the bottom,
undermining local communities and traditional ways of life. He highlights the devastating impact of globalization on
small-scale farmers and businesses, demonstrating how they are often outcompeted by larger, multinational
corporations. He convincingly argues that this approach prioritizes short-term profits over long-term well-being,
jeopardizing the future for the sake of present gains.

The Power of Localized Economies and Community Resilience
In contrast to the globalized model, McKibben champions the development of localized economies, emphasizing
the importance of community resilience. He argues that thriving local economies, characterized by strong social
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networks, sustainable agriculture, and reduced reliance on long-distance transportation, offer a more durable and
equitable alternative. This resonates with the growing interest in local food systems and the slow food
movement, showcasing a practical application of McKibben's vision.

McKibben explores various successful examples of communities building robust local economies, highlighting the
role of social capital and cooperation in fostering resilience. He shows how these communities are better equipped
to adapt to economic shocks and environmental challenges, emphasizing the importance of self-reliance and
community-based solutions. The book isn’t just a critique; it offers practical examples and inspiration for building a
different kind of future.

The Importance of a Deep Connection with Nature
*Deep Economy* emphasizes the profound interdependence between human well-being and the natural
environment. McKibben eloquently argues that our current economic model ignores the intrinsic value of nature,
treating it simply as a resource to be exploited. He underscores the need for a fundamental shift in perspective,
emphasizing the importance of respecting ecological limits and living within the carrying capacity of the planet.
This highlights the crucial connection between economic sustainability and environmental conservation.

McKibben’s call for a “deep connection” with nature involves valuing the intangible benefits of a healthy
environment – clean air and water, biodiversity, and the aesthetic beauty of the natural world – which are often
overlooked in conventional economic calculations. He argues that a thriving economy should be deeply embedded
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within a healthy ecosystem, recognizing the vital role that nature plays in supporting human life and well-being.

The Pursuit of a Durable Future: Simplicity and Sustainability
The book ultimately calls for a more intentional and less consumerist lifestyle. McKibben doesn’t advocate for
asceticism but instead encourages a shift towards a simpler life, characterized by a reduced emphasis on material
possessions and a greater appreciation for community and the natural world. This "simplicity" is not about
deprivation but about making conscious choices that align with values of sustainability and community well-being.
He challenges readers to rethink their priorities, questioning the relentless pursuit of material wealth and its impact
on both the planet and their own well-being. This aligns with the growing interest in sustainable living and
minimalism.

Conclusion: Relevance and Legacy of Deep Economy
*Deep Economy* is more than just a critique of contemporary economics; it is a blueprint for a more sustainable
and equitable future. Though published over a decade ago, its central message remains powerfully relevant in our
increasingly complex and interconnected world. McKibben's insightful analysis of globalized capitalism, coupled
with his compelling vision for localized economies and a deeper connection with nature, continues to inspire
individuals, communities, and organizations striving to build a more resilient and sustainable future. The book's
enduring value lies in its ability to articulate a compelling alternative to the dominant paradigm, offering hope and
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inspiration for creating a world that values both economic prosperity and environmental integrity.

FAQ:
Q1: What is the main argument of *Deep Economy*?

A1: The main argument is that the relentless pursuit of economic growth, as measured by GDP, is unsustainable
and detrimental to both the environment and social well-being. McKibben advocates for a shift towards localized
economies, emphasizing community resilience, environmental stewardship, and a more intentional, less
consumerist lifestyle.

Q2: How does McKibben define a "deep economy"?

A2: A "deep economy" is one that prioritizes long-term sustainability and community well-being over short-term
economic growth. It emphasizes local production, reduced reliance on fossil fuels, and a deeper connection with
the natural environment. It’s not about a decrease in overall wealth but a shift in how we define and measure it.

Q3: What are some examples of localized economies mentioned in the book?

A3: McKibben highlights various examples of communities successfully building localized economies, often
involving sustainable agriculture, local food systems, and community-owned businesses. He showcases how these
communities exhibit greater resilience to economic shocks and environmental challenges. These examples vary
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geographically, but the underlying principles remain consistent.

Q4: How does *Deep Economy* address environmental concerns?

A4: The book directly addresses environmental concerns by emphasizing the ecological limits of the planet and the
unsustainability of current consumption patterns. It advocates for reduced reliance on fossil fuels, sustainable
agriculture, and a greater respect for the intrinsic value of nature. Environmental conservation is intrinsically linked
to economic sustainability in McKibben's view.

Q5: What role does community play in McKibben’s vision?

A5: Community plays a central role. McKibben argues that strong social networks and community-based solutions
are essential for building resilient and sustainable economies. He emphasizes the importance of social capital,
cooperation, and collective action in overcoming challenges and fostering a sense of belonging.

Q6: Is *Deep Economy* a purely theoretical work, or does it offer practical suggestions?

A6: While *Deep Economy* presents a critical analysis of current economic systems, it also offers many practical
suggestions for creating more sustainable and equitable economies. It provides numerous examples of
communities that have successfully implemented localized economic models, illustrating how the principles of the
deep economy can be put into practice.

Q7: How does *Deep Economy* relate to current discussions about climate change?
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A7: *Deep Economy*, published before the full force of climate change concerns was widely felt, lays groundwork
for understanding the interconnectedness of economic and environmental issues. Its emphasis on sustainable
living and localized economies directly addresses the need for reduced carbon emissions and resource
consumption—essential components of effective climate action.

Q8: What is the overall tone and style of the book?

A8: The book is written in a clear, accessible style, avoiding overly technical jargon. McKibben effectively blends
academic research with engaging storytelling, making complex economic and environmental issues readily
understandable to a broad audience. The tone is both critical and hopeful, offering a powerful critique of the status
quo while presenting a compelling vision for a more sustainable future.

Rethinking Prosperity: A Deep Dive into Bill McKibben's "Deep
Economy"
Bill McKibben's 2008 work, *Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and the Durable Future*, published by St.
Martin's Griffin, isn't just another economic treatise; it's a clarion call for a fundamental re-evaluation of our
conception of prosperity. In a world increasingly fixated with GDP growth and material accumulation, McKibben
presents a compelling argument for a different path – one that prioritizes regional sustainability over globalized
consumption. This publication serves not as a mere assessment of our current economic model, but as a blueprint
for building a more just and enduring future.
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McKibben's central thesis rests on the idea that our relentless pursuit of economic growth, fueled by unrestrained
consumption and international supply chains, is unviable in the long term. He demonstrates this through a series of
compelling examples, ranging from the ecological devastation caused by resource extraction to the societal costs
of a globalized economy that emphasizes profit over people. He doesn't advocate a return to some romanticized
past, but rather a re-imagining of our economic structures to better reflect our ideals.

The writer masterfully intertwines personal experiences with rigorous statistical evidence, creating a narrative that
is both compelling and intellectually stimulating. He explores the latent expenses associated with our existing
economic model, such as the environmental damage caused by mass production and the social isolation resulting
from a globalized labor market.

McKibben’s case isn't solely environmental; it also has a significant societal dimension. He underscores the
importance of robust local communities and the economic benefits of investing in community enterprises. He
points to examples of communities that have successfully cultivated economic resilience through local initiatives,
demonstrating the real-world application of his ideas.

A significant part of the book is dedicated to examining alternative economic models that prioritize sustainability
and community well-being. He details various techniques, from backing local food networks to investing in clean
energy. These are not presented as utopian aspirations, but as realistic strategies for building a more sustainable
future.
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The tone of writing is accessible and engaging, making it appropriate for a broad readership. McKibben avoids
jargon and skillfully uses storytelling to exemplify his points. The book's power lies in its ability to connect the
theoretical concepts of economics with the everyday experiences of individuals and communities.

In summary, McKibben's *Deep Economy* is a provocative and ultimately optimistic book that offers a compelling
vision for a more just and enduring future. It's a essential reading for anyone interested about the future of our
planet and the well-being of our communities. By challenging our beliefs about prosperity and offering viable
alternatives, McKibben provides a roadmap for building a more meaningful and enduring future.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is "Deep Economy" purely an environmental book?

A: No, while environmental concerns are central, "Deep Economy" also deeply explores social and economic
justice, arguing for a more equitable distribution of wealth and power within and between communities.

2. Q: What are some practical steps individuals can take based on McKibben's ideas?

A: Supporting local businesses, reducing consumption, choosing sustainable products, and engaging in community
initiatives are all practical steps inspired by the book.

3. Q: Does McKibben advocate for a complete rejection of globalization?
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A: No, he advocates for a more localized approach, emphasizing the importance of strengthening local economies
and reducing reliance on long, unsustainable supply chains. He doesn't call for a complete rejection of global
cooperation, but rather a rebalancing of priorities.

4. Q: Is the book overly idealistic or utopian?

A: While presenting a vision for a better future, McKibben grounds his arguments in real-world examples and
practical strategies, making it less idealistic and more of a realistic call for change.
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