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Bacaan Tahlilan Menurut NU: A Comprehensive
Guide

Tahlilan, a post-death Islamic ritual common in Indonesia, particularly among Javanese communities, holds
significant cultural and religious importance. Understanding the *bacaan tahlilan menurut NU* (the recitation of
tahlil according to the Nahdlatul Ulama perspective) requires delving into its theological underpinnings, practices,
and the nuanced interpretations within the NU tradition. This comprehensive guide aims to clarify the common
gueries surrounding *tahlil NU*, exploring its purpose, components, and significance within the broader context
of Islamic belief and practice in Indonesia. We will examine the key aspects of *bacaan tahlilan*, including the
prayers, supplications, and the theological rationale behind them.

Understanding the NU Perspective on Tahlilan
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The Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), Indonesia's largest Islamic organization, holds a moderate and inclusive stance on
*bacaan tahlilan*. Unlike some more conservative interpretations, NU views *tahlil* not as a mandatory ritual but
as a recommended practice rooted in the Islamic tradition of remembering Allah and sending blessings to the
deceased. This perspective emphasizes the importance of *istighfar* (seeking forgiveness) and *salawat*
(sending blessings upon the Prophet Muhammad). The *bacaan tahlilan menurut NU* focuses on these acts of
devotion as a means of seeking blessings for both the living and the departed. Key elements within the NU
perspective include the avoidance of any practices considered *bid'ah* (unfounded innovation) and the emphasis
on adhering to the Quran and Sunnah (the Prophet's teachings and actions). The focus remains on
strengthening faith and fostering community solidarity through shared remembrance and prayer.

The Components of Bacaan Tahlilan Menurut NU

The *bacaan tahlilan* itself consists of several components, which may vary slightly depending on the local
tradition and the individual leading the ceremony. However, some core elements consistently appear:

e Opening Prayer (Do'a Pembuka): This often includes verses from the Quran and supplications seeking
Allah's blessings and forgiveness.

e Recitation of the Kalimah Tayyibah (Shahada): The declaration of faith, affirming the oneness of God
and the prophethood of Muhammad, forms a central element.

e Recitation of Salawat (Blessings on the Prophet): Numerous *salawat* are recited, expressing love,
respect, and appreciation for the Prophet Muhammad.
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¢ Istighfar (Seeking Forgiveness): Repeated requests for forgiveness from Allah are integral,
acknowledging human shortcomings and seeking divine mercy.

e Reading of Surah Al-Fatiha: The opening chapter of the Quran is usually recited multiple times, with
intentions for the deceased and the living.

e Do'a Khusus (Specific Supplications): Prayers are offered specifically for the deceased, seeking Allah's
mercy and forgiveness for them.

e Closing Prayer (Do'a Penutup): This final prayer concludes the ceremony, seeking blessings and
guidance for all participants.

The exact wording of these components might vary depending on the *kiyai* (religious leader) leading the
*tahlil*, but the core elements remain consistent with the NU's moderate interpretation.

Theological Rationale and Benefits of Tahlilan

The NU’s justification for *tahlil* rests on several theological foundations:

e Strengthening Faith: The collective remembrance of Allah and the Prophet strengthens the faith of the
participants, fostering a deeper connection with the divine.

e Seeking Forgiveness: The emphasis on *istighfar* encourages personal reflection and repentance,
leading to spiritual growth.

e Expressing Sympathy and Support: *Tahlilan* serves as a communal expression of sympathy and
support for the bereaved family, offering comfort during a time of grief.
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e Remembering the Deceased: The prayers offered for the deceased are believed to be a form of spiritual
support, showing love and care even beyond death. This acts as a potent reminder of life's transience and
the importance of faith.

It is crucial to understand that the NU does not view *tahlil* as a way to directly influence the deceased's afterlife
status. Rather, it's viewed as an act of devotion that benefits both the living and the departed indirectly by
strengthening faith and reinforcing the community bond.

Practical Implementation and Considerations

Participating in *tahlilan* according to NU guidelines typically involves attending a gathering at the home of the
bereaved family. Attendees are encouraged to participate actively in the recitations and prayers, offering sincere
supplications and reflecting on the meaning of life and death. It's a solemn yet comforting occasion designed to
provide solace and spiritual strength to those grieving. The emphasis is on sincerity and communal solidarity
rather than rigid adherence to specific rituals.

The NU encourages moderation and discourages any practices deemed superstitious or contrary to Islamic
teachings. This includes avoiding excessive spending, extravagant displays, or any practices that deviate from
the core principles of Islamic faith.

Conclusion
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The *bacaan tahlilan menurut NU* represents a moderate and inclusive approach to a deeply rooted tradition. It
emphasizes faith, remembrance, and communal solidarity, offering solace and spiritual benefit to both the living
and the departed. By understanding the theological rationale and practical considerations, Muslims can engage
meaningfully in this ritual, adhering to the NU's balanced interpretation that prioritizes sincerity and the core
tenets of Islamic faith.

FAQ:

Q1: Is Tahlilan obligatory in Islam according to NU?

Al: No, the NU does not consider *tahlilan* obligatory. It's viewed as a commendable sunnah (recommended
practice) rather than a fardhu (obligatory act). The focus is on the intention and sincerity behind the act, not on
its mandatory nature.

Q2: Are there variations in the bacaan tahlilan within NU itself?

A2: While the core elements remain consistent, minor variations in the *bacaan tahlilan* can exist due to local
traditions and the preferences of the *kiyai* leading the ceremony. However, these variations usually remain
within the framework of accepted Islamic practices and avoid anything considered *bid'ah*.

Q3: What is the difference between Tahlilan according to NU and other interpretations?
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A3. Some more conservative interpretations of Islam might view certain aspects of *tahlilan* as *bid'ah*
(unfounded innovation) and thus discourage it. The NU, however, offers a more inclusive perspective,
emphasizing the core elements of remembrance, supplication, and seeking forgiveness, while avoiding practices
considered problematic.

Q4: Can non-Muslims participate in a Tahlilan ceremony?

A4: While *tahlilan* is a predominantly Muslim practice, the essence of the ceremony — remembrance, prayer,
and showing support for the bereaved — is often appreciated by people of different faiths. However, active
participation in the Islamic prayers may not be suitable. Respectful observation is usually acceptable.

Q5: What is the significance of the supplications (Do'a) in Bacaan Tahlilan?

A5: The *do'a* in *tahlilan* are central to the ritual. They express the hopes and desires of the participants for
divine mercy, forgiveness, and blessings both for the deceased and the living. The sincere intentions behind
these supplications are what hold the most significance.

Q6: Is there a specific time frame for conducting Tahlilan?

A6: While there’s no rigidly prescribed time frame, *tahlilan* is typically conducted in the days following the death
of an individual. The frequency and duration might vary based on local customs and family preferences.

Q7: How does Tahlilan contribute to community building within the NU?
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A7: *Tahlilan* fosters a strong sense of community by bringing together family, friends, and neighbours to share
in a time of grief and offer mutual support. It reinforces social bonds and promotes collective remembrance and
prayer.

Q8: What are some common misconceptions about Tahlilan?

A8: A common misconception is that *tahlilan* directly influences the fate of the deceased in the afterlife. The
NU clarifies that it's primarily an act of devotion and remembrance that benefits the living through spiritual growth
and communal solidarity. Another misconception is that all interpretations of Tahlilan are the same; the NU’s
moderate view differs from more conservative interpretations.

Understanding Tahlil Recitations According to NU: A Comprehensive
Guide

The practice of tahlil within the Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), Indonesia's largest Muslim organization, is a subject of
substantial intrigue and occasionally discussion . This article aims to offer a detailed understanding of NU's
viewpoint on tahlil readings , exploring its historical background , doctrinal rationale, and its real-world usage
within the congregation .

The essence of NU's strategy to tahlil lies in its adherence to the principle of *tawassuth* (moderation) and
*tasamuh* (tolerance). This means navigating a careful balance between tradition and contemporary thought ,
welcoming diverse perspectives while preserving the essential principles of Islam. Unlike some utterly rigid
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viewpoints that might consider the tahlil ritual as heretical , NU acknowledges its longstanding presence within
the Indonesian Muslim cultural landscape.

NU's acceptance of tahlil is not based on a belief that it is a mandatory Islamic obligation . Rather, it is perceived
as a laudable practice that achieves several important roles. These include :

Strengthening the bonds of brotherhood and sisterhood: Tahlil often assemble family members,
friends, and members of the neighborhood , fostering a sense of mutual grief and solidarity during periods
of bereavement.

Remembering and praying for the deceased: The recitations in tahlil are intended to invoke Allah's
compassion upon the souls of the late. This act of memorialization is seen as a token of respect and
affection .

Providing solace and comfort to the bereaved: The practice itself gives a organized format for
expressing sorrow , which can be supportive for those struggling with bereavement . The shared nature of
the meeting can help those lamenting to feel less isolated .

Promoting Islamic values: The focus on prayers, recitation of the Quran, and faith-based reflections in
tahlil supports the significance of belief and faith-based development within the society .

NU's approach to tahlil gatherings highlights the importance of context and knowledge. The custom is never
considered in isolation , but within the larger setting of Indonesian Muslim tradition . This nuanced perspective
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reflects NU's commitment to a dynamic and broad understanding of Islam.

In practice , NU adherents take part in the tahlil ceremony abiding by specific rules set by local Islamic scholars.
These rules typically emphasize the necessity of maintaining decorum , avoiding any extravagant displays of
emotion , and focusing on the faith-based purpose of the event .

In summary , NU's viewpoint on the recitation of tahlil exemplifies its dedication to *tawassuth* and *tasamuh*. It
accepts the practice as a valuable part of Indonesian Muslim culture , whilst carefully navigating likely challenges
through measured understandings . This approach fosters harmony within the society , offering a example for
constructive engagement with faith-based practices.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Is Tahlil obligatory in Islam according to NU? No, NU does not consider Tahlil an obligatory ritual in Islam.
It's viewed as a commendable practice rooted in cultural context.

2. What are the key principles guiding NU's perspective on Tahlil? The key principles are *tawassuth*
(moderation) and *tasamuh* (tolerance), emphasizing a balanced and inclusive approach to Islamic practices.

3. How does NU ensure the proper conduct of Tahlil ceremonies? NU relies on local religious leaders and
scholars to provide guidance and ensure ceremonies are conducted respectfully and avoid excesses.

4. What are the potential benefits of participating in Tahlil according to NU? Benefits include strengthening
community bonds, remembering the deceased, providing solace to the bereaved, and reinforcing Islamic values.
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5. Can those with differing theological viewpoints participate in NU-led Tahlil ceremonies? While NU's
perspective informs the ceremony, the inclusive nature of NU generally welcomes participation from those with
varying interpretations, provided they respect the ceremony's conduct.

https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/412B740/430B540527/book/4th _edition __solution-manual.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/188Y014098/840Y0O33/pub/science _and _ civilisation-

in_china-volume 6-biology and biological technology-part 5-fermentations and-food-science.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/27283F162J/43687FJ/journal/lbmw_x3-

business _cd_manual.pdf

https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/ul202609/833596U77L224448/edu/small moments personal narrative-
writing.pdf

https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/200926/65609BB257/short/haynes workshop manual volvo-
s80-16.pdf

https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/224448/5137KR4/chap/cultural-anthropology-

appreciating _cultural diversity.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/it202609/949T162318224448/journal/honda  cbr 600f owners manual

https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/6 X2535B/200926/ebook/polk audio soundbar 3000 manual.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/pn202609/P53N786846224448/pdf/renault megane 2005-
service manual free download.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/200926/247557164C/pub/rituals-

practices ethnic and cultural aspects-and-role in emotional healing focus on civilizations-

and cultures.pdf

Bacaan Tahlilan Menurut Nu
10


https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/xh/252HX00/chap/4th-edition_solution-manual.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/2664YS8/200926/slide/science-and__civilisation_in-china-volume-6__biology__and__biological__technology__part_5_fermentations__and-food_science.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/2664YS8/200926/slide/science-and__civilisation_in-china-volume-6__biology__and__biological__technology__part_5_fermentations__and-food_science.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/wo/935959O8W6260920/pub/bmw__x3-business-cd-manual.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/wo/935959O8W6260920/pub/bmw__x3-business-cd-manual.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/vn/V720N13/pdf/small_moments_personal__narrative_writing.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/vn/V720N13/pdf/small_moments_personal__narrative_writing.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/cq/7C77981Q03260920/slide/haynes__workshop_manual_volvo-s80__t6.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/cq/7C77981Q03260920/slide/haynes__workshop_manual_volvo-s80__t6.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/224448/F30522C715/book/cultural_anthropology_appreciating__cultural_diversity.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/224448/F30522C715/book/cultural_anthropology_appreciating__cultural_diversity.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/224448/440X8843Q9/edu/honda_cbr_600f-owners__manual__potart.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/6281Y96P21/5415Y4P/chap/polk-audio__soundbar_3000-manual.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/17X560U/89X0466U08/pub/renault-megane_2005-service__manual-free__download.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/17X560U/89X0466U08/pub/renault-megane_2005-service__manual-free__download.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/6739X3B/224448200926/ebook/rituals-practices__ethnic__and_cultural_aspects__and-role_in-emotional__healing-focus_on-civilizations__and__cultures.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/6739X3B/224448200926/ebook/rituals-practices__ethnic__and_cultural_aspects__and-role_in-emotional__healing-focus_on-civilizations__and__cultures.pdf
https://dokument.biblioteka.traefik.light.krakow.pl/6739X3B/224448200926/ebook/rituals-practices__ethnic__and_cultural_aspects__and-role_in-emotional__healing-focus_on-civilizations__and__cultures.pdf

