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Scott Thornbury's extensive work on English language teaching has significantly
impacted the field, particularly hisinsights into teaching speaking. While many of
his books are commercially available, finding free resources to understand his
methodology for teaching speaking requires some digging. This article explores
how to access and utilize the freely available information inspired by Thornbury's
approach to unlock effective strategies for developing learners spoken English
skills. We will examine key concepts, practical applications, and resources,
leveraging his principles to create engaging and effective speaking lessons. We'll
cover aspects such as communicative language teaching, fluency development, and
task-based |learning.

Under standing Thornbury's Approach to Teaching
Speaking

Thornbury's approach to teaching speaking isn't codified in asingle "free"
document. Instead, it's woven throughout his published works and readily available
online resources inspired by his methodologies. He advocates for a communicative

approach, prioritizing fluency and meaningful interaction over grammatical
accuracy. This emphasis on communicative competence is central to his
philosophy. Hiswritings frequently touch upon the importance of:

e Fluency over Accuracy: Thornbury emphasizes that focusing solely on
accuracy can hinder fluency development. He suggests creating
opportunities for students to speak freely, even if it means making mistakes.
This fosters confidence and encourages more natural language use.
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e Task-Based L earning: He champions task-based |earning, where learners
engage in communicative activities designed to achieve a specific outcome.
This contrasts with more traditional grammar-transation methods. Tasks
provide authentic context and purpose for language use.

e Learner Autonomy: Thornbury highlights the crucia role of learner
autonomy in successful language acquisition. He promotes activities that
encourage self-reflection, self-correction, and independent learning.

Practical Strategies|nspired by Thornbury's Work

While not directly from a single free resource, numerous articles and websites
inspired by Thornbury’ s work offer practical strategies for implementing hisideas.
Here are some examples:

e Information Gap Activities: These tasks require learners to exchange
information to compl ete a task, thereby fostering spontaneous
communication. For instance, students could describe pictures to a partner
who can't see them, or collaboratively create a story based on individual
pieces of information.

e Role-Plays and Simulations. Engaging learnersin realistic scenarios
through role-plays allows for creative language use and practice in different
communicative contexts. This promotes fluency in alow-pressure
environment.

e Discussions and Debates: Facilitating class discussions and debates around
stimulating topics encourages learners to express their opinions, engage in
critical thinking, and practice using persuasive language.

Free Online Resour ces and Adaptations

Many freely available online resources indirectly reflect Thornbury's
communicative approach. Searching for terms like "communicative language
teaching activities," "task-based learning materials,” and "fluency-focused
speaking activities" will yield numerous websites and lesson plans that align with
his philosophy. Remember to critically evaluate these resources, ensuring they
prioritize communicative competence and learner autonomy. Y ou can adapt readily
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available worksheets and activities to better fit Thornbury's approach by focusing
on the communicative purpose of the task, reducing emphasis on immediate
correction, and providing opportunities for peer feedback.

Benefits of Implementing Thornbury's I nspired
M ethodology

Adopting a Thornbury-inspired approach to teaching speaking offers several
significant benefits:

e Increased L earner Engagement: Task-based activities and communicative
tasks naturally engage learners, making learning more enjoyable and
effective.
e Improved Fluency: By prioritizing fluency over accuracy, learners become
more confident and proficient in using the language spontaneously.
e Enhanced Communicative Competence: The emphasis on real-world
communication prepares learners for authentic language use in various
Settings.
e Greater Learner Autonomy: Encouraging self-reflection and self-
correction fosters independent learning and reduces reliance on the teacher.

Conclusion

While you won't find asingle "How to Teach Speaking by Scott Thornbury" free
download, the principles underlying his approach are readily accessible through
various online resources and by adapting existing materials to prioritize
communicative language teaching, task-based learning, and a focus on fluency. By
embracing these principles, teachers can create dynamic and effective speaking
classes that empower learners to become confident and proficient English speakers.
The key isto adapt and creatively apply the core tenets of hiswork, focusing on
creating meaningful communication opportunities for your students.

FAQ

Q1: How can | find freeresourcesthat reflect Thornbury's approach?

How To Teach Speaking By Scott Thornbury Free



How To Teach Speaking By Scott Thornbury Free

A1: Search for terms like "communicative language teaching activities," "task-
based language activities," and "fluency-focused speaking activities' on
educational websites, blogs, and teacher resource sites. Look for activities that
emphasi ze interaction, meaning-making, and authentic communication. Remember
to critically assess these resources to ensure they align with Thornbury's principles.

Q2: What if my studentsare primarily focused on grammatical accuracy?
How can | shift their focusto fluency?

A2: Gradually introduce fluency-focused activities alongside accuracy work. Start
with low-stakes activities where mistakes are acceptable, such as quick pair
discussions or brainstorming sessions. Provide positive reinforcement for fluent
expression, even if it's not perfectly grammatically correct. Gradually increase the
complexity of tasks and the expectations for accuracy as fluency develops.

Q3: How can | assess students speaking skillsusing a Thornbury-inspired
approach?

A3: Traditional tests focusing solely on grammatical accuracy are not ideal.
Instead, use holistic assessment methods that consider both fluency and
communicative effectiveness. This could include observing students during tasks,
collecting samples of their spontaneous speech, and using checklists to assess
specific communicative skills. Focus on evaluating their ability to convey meaning
effectively rather than solely on grammatical perfection.

Q4: What are some common pitfallsto avoid when implementing this
approach?

A4: One common pitfall is neglecting grammar altogether. While fluency is
prioritized, grammar instruction should still be integrated, but in a communicative
context. Another isfailing to provide sufficient scaffolding for learners. Start with
simpler tasks and gradually increase complexity. Finally, neglecting feedback can

hinder learner progress; provide constructive feedback that focuses on both fluency
and accuracy, focusing on what the learner did well rather than dwelling solely on
mistakes.

Q5: Isthisapproach suitable for all language levels?

Ab5: Y es, with appropriate adaptations. For lower levels, tasks should be ssimpler
and more structured, with clearer instructions and more support from the teacher.
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As learners progress, tasks can become more complex and open-ended, allowing
for more independent language use.

Q6: How can | adapt existing materialsto fit Thornbury’s communicative
approach?

A6: Reframe the purpose of existing activities to focus on communication. For
example, agrammar exercise can be adapted into a communicative task by
requiring students to use the grammar point to solve a problem or complete a task
together. Consider adding an element of information gap, role-play, or problem-
solving to transform atraditional drill into a more communicative activity.

Q7: How do | balance fluency and accuracy in my classroom?

AT: It's not about choosing one over the other; it's about prioritizing fluency in
certain stages and activities while still addressing accuracy needs. Design lessons
that include phases focusing on fluency development (e.g., brainstorming,
discussion) and others focused on accuracy practice (e.g., error correction, focused
grammar work). The key isintegration and agradual shift towards more
communicative activities.

Q8: Wherecan | find moreinformation on Scott Thornbury'swork?

A8: While not all hisworks are free, a search for "Scott Thornbury articles" or
"Scott Thornbury blog" will yield numerous articles and blog posts discussing his
theories and methodologies. Many university library databases will also have
access to hisfull publications. Exploring his published works will offer a deeper
understanding of his approach to language teaching.

Unlocking Eloquence: A Deep Diveinto Scott
Thornbury's Approach to Teaching Speaking

Learning to convey oneself effectively isacrucia life skill. For educators, the task
of cultivating this ability in students can feel overwhelming. Fortunately, renowned
ELT specialist Scott Thornbury offers invaluable insights and practical strategiesin
hiswork, providing atreasure trove of direction for teachers seeking to boost their
students' speaking skills. While thereisn't afreely available, single, comprehensive
text titled "How to Teach Speaking by Scott Thornbury," his various books and
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articles offer a cohesive and significant approach. This exploration delvesinto the
core principles underpinning his methodology, offering practical usages for
educators at all levels.

Thornbury's approach is characterized by aintegrated understanding of language
acquisition. He emphasizes that speaking is not merely a matter of memorizing
vocabulary and grammar rules, but a multifaceted interplay of linguistic, cognitive,
and socio-cultural factors. This means that effective teaching goes beyond drill-
and-kill and embraces a more engaging learning setting.

One primary element of Thornbury's philosophy is the importance of articulation
over accuracy, especialy intheinitial stages of language learning. He advocates
for creating situations for students to practice their speaking skillsin alow-stakes
environment, where they feel safe to take risks and make mistakes. This promotes
spontaneity and confidence, two essential ingredients for effective communication
Anaogously, imagine learning to ride a bicycle — focusing solely on perfect
balance initially would likely lead to frustration and failure. Allowing for wobbles
and fallsin a safe space ultimately leads to mastery.

Thornbury strongly advocates for activity-based learning. Thisinvolves designing
tasks that provide meaningful communicative goals. For example, instead of
simply practicing dialogues, students might engage in role-plays simulating real-
life scenarios such as ordering food in arestaurant or planning atrip. This
approach not only enhances speaking skills but also strengthens crucia decision-

making skills.

Another crucial aspect isthe inclusion of different approaches. Thornbury doesn't
advocate for a singular method but rather a adaptable and eclectic approach that
draws from various pedagogical viewpoints. Thisincludes elements of
communicative language teaching, task-based learning, and even grammar-based
exercises, but always within the context of meaningful communication.

Furthermore, he underlines the importance of evaluation. However, this should not
be simply judgmental but constructive, focusing on both fluency and accuracy.
Teachers should offer feedback that is timely, specific, and focused on improving

the learner's performance, rather than ssmply pointing out mistakes.

Finally, Thornbury emphasizes the importance of the teacher as afacilitator and
advisor, rather than a sole supplier of information. Effective teaching, in hisview,
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involves creating a interactive learning environment where students are engaged in
the learning process.

In conclusion, Scott Thornbury's approach to teaching speaking is a comprehensive
and highly effective one. By emphasizing fluency, embracing task-based learning,
and providing helpful feedback, educators can significantly boost their students
speaking skills and foster their communicative competence. This methodology,
gleaned from his extensive works, provides areliable foundation for creating
engaging and effective language learning experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS):
1. Q: How can | apply Thornbury'sprinciplesin alarge classroom setting?

A: Even with large classes, task-based activities can be adapted. Consider pair or
group work, rotating activities to ensure all students participate, and utilizing
technology for efficient feedback.

2. Q: What if my studentsarereluctant to speak?

A: Start with low-stakes activities like warm-ups, pair work, or anonymous writing
tasks. Gradually introduce higher-stakes activities as their confidence grows.
Creating a supportive and encouraging classroom atmosphereis key.

3. Q: How do | balance fluency and accuracy in my feedback?

A: Prioritize fluency initially, particularly in freer speaking activities. Provide
focused feedback on accuracy during more controlled activities, and always frame
feedback constructively, highlighting strengths before addressing areas for
improvement.

4. Q: Wherecan | find moreinformation on Scott Thornbury's approach?

A: Explore his various books and articles available online and in libraries. Search
for titles related to communicative language teaching, task-based learning, and
teacher development. Hiswork iswidely cited in ELT literature.
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