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Great Jobs for History Majors:
Unveiling Careers Beyond the
Classroom
Many students passionate about the past wonder: what can I do with a history
degree? The perception that a history major limits career options is a misconception.
In reality, a history degree equips graduates with a diverse skillset highly valued
across numerous industries. This article explores great jobs for history majors,
highlighting the transferable skills gained and showcasing the varied career paths
available to those with a passion for the past.

The Undervalued Skills of a History Major

Contrary to popular belief, a history degree isn't just about memorizing dates and
names. The rigorous study of history cultivates a powerful set of skills highly sought
after by employers. These *transferable skills*, applicable across many fields, form
the bedrock of a successful career for history graduates.

Critical Thinking and Analysis: Historians are trained to analyze sources,
identify biases, and construct well-supported arguments. This skill is crucial in
any profession requiring informed decision-making, from law to business.
Research and Information Gathering: Years of research, primary source
analysis, and creating comprehensive essays hone research skills. This
translates directly into careers involving investigation, data analysis, and report
writing.
Communication and Writing: History majors develop strong written and
verbal communication skills through essays, presentations, and potentially
even public speaking opportunities. Clearly articulating complex ideas is vital in
any professional setting.
Problem-Solving and Interpretation: Interpreting historical events requires
understanding complex cause-and-effect relationships and developing creative
solutions to historical problems – skills directly applicable to problem-solving in
the modern world.

Great Jobs for History Majors: Diverse Career Paths

The transferable skills developed during a history degree open doors to a
surprisingly wide range of careers. Let's explore some specific examples of great
jobs for history majors:

### Archives and Museums: Preserving the Past



Working in archives or museums offers a direct application of historical knowledge
and research skills. Archivists organize and preserve historical documents, while
museum curators research, interpret, and present artifacts to the public. These roles
demand meticulous attention to detail and a deep understanding of historical
context.

### Law and Politics: Shaping the Future

The analytical and research skills honed by history majors are highly valuable in the
legal and political fields. Many history graduates pursue careers as lawyers,
paralegals, or political analysts. Their ability to interpret complex information and
construct persuasive arguments makes them highly effective in these demanding
roles. This is a prime example of how a seemingly unrelated field can benefit from a
history background.

### Journalism and Writing: Telling Compelling Stories

History majors often find fulfilling careers in journalism and writing. Their ability to
research, analyze, and present information clearly and engagingly is perfectly suited
to writing compelling news articles, historical biographies, or other forms of narrative
non-fiction. The ability to craft a narrative is a key skill learned in historical study.

### Education: Inspiring Future Generations

Many history graduates choose to become teachers or professors, sharing their
passion for history with the next generation. Teaching requires strong
communication and presentation skills, as well as a deep understanding of the
subject matter. Furthermore, it provides the opportunity to directly shape the future
by inspiring young minds to engage critically with the past.

### Business and Management: Strategic Thinking

Surprisingly, the analytical and problem-solving skills acquired through a history
degree are highly relevant in the business world. History majors often excel in roles
requiring strategic thinking, data analysis, and effective communication. Careers in
market research, business analysis, and management consulting are all excellent
options.

Furthering Your Career Prospects: Leveraging Your
Degree

To maximize your career potential with a history degree, consider these strategies:

Gain relevant experience: Internships in archives, museums, or other
relevant fields will provide valuable experience and networking opportunities.
Develop specialized skills: Consider further education or training in areas
like digital humanities, archival science, or public history. These specialized
skills can make you a more competitive candidate in the job market.
Build your network: Attending conferences, joining professional
organizations, and actively networking with people in your field can
significantly enhance your career prospects.
Highlight transferable skills: When applying for jobs, focus on the
transferable skills you’ve gained from your history degree, emphasizing their
relevance to the specific role.
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Conclusion: The Value of a History Degree

While the question of "what can I do with a history degree?" is frequently asked, this
article demonstrates the breadth of opportunities available to history majors. The
skills gained—critical thinking, research, writing, and communication—are
universally applicable and highly valued across diverse sectors. By strategically
leveraging their skills and seeking relevant experience, history graduates can build
successful and rewarding careers, impacting various fields and making a significant
contribution to society.

FAQ: Great Jobs for History Majors

Q1: Is a history degree worth it in today's job market?

A1: Absolutely! While not directly leading to specific job titles, the skills developed
during a history degree are incredibly valuable. Employers prize the critical thinking,
research, and communication skills of history graduates, making them competitive
candidates across various fields. Focus on highlighting these transferable skills
during the job application process.

Q2: What are the highest-paying jobs for history majors?

A2: The highest-paying jobs often involve combining a history degree with additional
skills or experience. Roles in law (lawyer, paralegal), business (management
consulting, market research), and data analysis (depending on further qualifications)
tend to offer higher earning potential.

Q3: What if I want to pursue a career directly related to history?

A3: Careers in archives, museums, historical societies, and teaching directly utilize
historical expertise. Pursuing a Master's degree in archival science, museum
studies, or public history can significantly enhance your career prospects in these
areas.

Q4: How can I make my history degree stand out to potential employers?

A4: Supplement your degree with relevant internships, volunteer experience, or
further education in a specialized area. Develop a strong portfolio showcasing your
research, writing, and analytical abilities. Also, tailor your resume and cover letter to
highlight the skills relevant to each specific job.

Q5: Are there any online resources to help history majors find jobs?

A5: Yes! Many online job boards (like Indeed, LinkedIn, etc.) and professional
organizations (e.g., the American Historical Association) offer resources and job
postings specifically for history graduates. Networking through online platforms is
also beneficial.

Q6: Can a history degree lead to a career in technology?

A6: While not a direct path, the research, analytical, and communication skills
learned in history can be valuable in roles within the technology sector, particularly
those involving data analysis, user research, or technical writing. Combining a
history degree with programming skills or a focus on digital humanities could further
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enhance your prospects.

Q7: What if I'm not sure what career path to take with a history degree?

A7: Many universities offer career services to help graduates explore career options
and develop job search strategies. Seek guidance from career counselors, alumni
networks, and online resources to identify suitable career paths aligned with your
skills and interests. Consider informational interviews to explore various career
fields.

Q8: Are there any alternative career paths outside of the typical ones for
History majors?

A8: Absolutely! The critical thinking and analytical skills developed studying history
are transferable to fields like policy analysis, intelligence analysis, and even certain
roles in marketing and advertising which require strong research and persuasive
communication skills. Don’t limit yourself to traditional career paths!

Great Jobs for History Majors: Unveiling Hidden
Career Paths

Choosing a major in college is a crucial decision, often filled with anxiety. History,
with its extensive scope and ostensibly abstract nature, can sometimes result in
prospective students wondering its practical applications in the career world.
However, this view is inherently flawed. A history certification equips graduates with
a distinct set of adaptable skills highly valued by organizations across various
sectors. This article will explore the myriad of interesting and satisfying career
options available to history majors, demonstrating the flexibility and importance of
this frequently overlooked field.

The core skills cultivated through historical study are invaluable in the modern
professional environment. These include critical thinking, inquiry skills, strong
articulation, and the skill to integrate complex information. Let's examine into some
specific examples:

1. Archivist/Records Manager: Archivists conserve and arrange historical
documents, photographs, and other materials. This necessitates meticulous
attention to precision, strong administrative skills, and a thorough understanding of
archival context. Moreover, many archivists possess knowledge in data
management, creating this a ever-evolving field.

2. Museum Curator/Historian: Museum curators choose exhibits, study artifacts,
and educate the public about artistic significance. This role integrates research skills
with strong presentation skills, requiring the ability to make complex historical
narratives accessible to a wide audience.

3. Government/Political Analyst: The skill to evaluate past events and
developments is crucial for understanding contemporary political dynamics. History
majors frequently find themselves ideally prepared for roles in government agencies,
think tanks, or political campaigns, where they might employ their analytical skills to
inform policy decisions.

4. Journalist/Writer: The ability to research thoroughly, synthesize information
concisely, and compose engagingly are key skills for journalists and writers. History
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majors are often prepared to tell compelling stories, whether they specialize on
political history or in-depth journalism.

5. Librarian/Information Specialist: Librarians manage information and aid users
in their research. A deep knowledge of information retrieval is crucial, and the skills
acquired through historical study are highly adaptable to this profession. Digital
librarianship is also a growing field.

6. Lawyer/Paralegal: The intensive research, logical reasoning, and effective
communication skills developed by studying history are extremely useful in the legal
field. Many lawyers and paralegals use their historical understanding to construct
strong arguments.

7. Teacher/Professor: Sharing the love for history and communicating historical
understanding to upcoming generations is a satisfying career path. Teaching
requires strong articulation skills, patience, and a profound understanding of
pedagogy.

Beyond these specific career paths, history majors are well-prepared for a vast
range of roles that benefit from their versatile skillset. The ability to think critically
and articulate thoughts are valuable assets in virtually any career.

In summary, a history degree is far from a dead end to a successful career. The
skills developed through historical study are crucial in a broad spectrum of fields.
History majors should embrace the flexibility of their education and discover the
numerous opportunities accessible to them.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Is a history degree worth it?

A1: Absolutely! While not directly leading to specific roles like engineering or
nursing, a history degree equips you with critical thinking, research, writing, and
communication skills highly sought after by employers across many sectors.

Q2: What are the highest-paying jobs for history majors?

A2: While salaries vary, careers in law, government analysis, and some specialized
areas of archival management and digital librarianship often offer higher earning
potentials.

Q3: Can I get a job with just a history bachelor's degree?

A3: Yes, many entry-level positions in fields like journalism, teaching (with further
certification), and archival work are accessible with a bachelor's degree. Further
education (master's degree) may open up more advanced positions.

Q4: What are some alternative careers for history majors besides the ones
mentioned?

A4: History majors can successfully pursue careers in market research, policy
analysis, public relations, grant writing, and even entrepreneurship (using their
research and communication skills to build a business).
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