Bmw E87 Manual 120i

BMW E87 1201 Manual:
A Driver's Delight

The BMW E87 120i manual, a compact hatchback
with a rear-wheel-drive setup and a spirited engine,
offers a unique driving experience that's captivated
enthusiasts for years. This article delves into the
intricacies of this specific model, exploring its
performance, handling, maintenance, and overall
ownership experience. We'll cover everything from
the thrills of its manual transmission to
considerations for potential buyers. Key topics we'll
examine include its engine performance, its
handling and dynamics, common maintenance
needs, potential modifications, and its place within
the broader BMW 1 Series lineage.
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Engine Performance and Driving
Experience

The heart of the BMW E87 120i manual is its
naturally aspirated 2.0-liter four-cylinder engine.
While not boasting earth-shattering horsepower
figures, it delivers a rewarding driving experience.
This engine’s powerband is linear and predictable,
rewarding smooth gear changes and precise throttle
control. The manual transmission is a key
component of this experience, allowing for complete
control over gear selection and engine speed. This
direct connection to the drivetrain is a crucial aspect
of the E87 120i's appeal, offering a level of
engagement that's increasingly rare in modern
automobiles. Many owners praise the
responsiveness and the satisfying feeling of the
precise shift action of the manual gearbox.

Handling and Dynamics: The
Joy of Rear-Wheel Drive
The BMW E87 120i's rear-wheel-drive layout is a

significant factor in its engaging driving dynamics.
This configuration, often associated with sportier
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vehicles, contributes to a more playful and
responsive feel, especially when compared to front-
wheel-drive competitors. The relatively lightweight
chassis further enhances the car’s agility and
nimbleness. This translates to quick turn-in and
predictable handling in corners, making spirited
driving a genuinely enjoyable experience. However,
it's important to note that rear-wheel drive can be
more challenging in slippery conditions, requiring
more driver skill and awareness. Mastering the
nuances of rear-wheel-drive handling is part of the
learning curve and reward of owning an E87 120i
manual.

Maintenance and Common
Issues: Keeping Your 120i on
the Road

Like any vehicle, the BMW E87 120i manual requires
regular maintenance to ensure its longevity and
optimal performance. Regular servicing, including oil
changes, filter replacements, and brake inspections,
are crucial. Common issues to be aware of include
potential problems with the valve cover gasket
(leading to oil leaks), the cooling system (particularly
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the water pump), and the electrical systems. Finding
a reputable BMW specialist mechanic is advisable to
ensure proper diagnosis and repair of any issues
that may arise. Proactive maintenance, including
regular checks of fluid levels and timely addressing
of any warning signs, can significantly extend the
lifespan of your BMW E87 120i manual and prevent
costly repairs. Many online forums and communities
dedicated to the E87 platform offer valuable insights
and advice from experienced owners.

Modifications and Upgrades:
Personalizing Your Driving
Experience

The BMW E87 120i manual lends itself well to
modifications, allowing owners to personalize their
cars to suit their preferences. Popular upgrades
include performance enhancements such as
upgraded air intake systems and exhaust systems,
which can improve both power and sound.
Suspension modifications, ranging from lowering
springs to fully adjustable coilovers, can refine the
handling and improve the car's aesthetic appeal.
Visual upgrades, like aftermarket wheels and body
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kits, further personalize the car's appearance.
However, it's essential to choose modifications
carefully, ensuring compatibility and maintaining the
car’s overall reliability. It's also important to consider
the impact of modifications on your car's insurance
and warranty.

Conclusion: A Timeless Driving
Experience

The BMW E87 120i manual provides a unique blend
of performance, handling, and driving engagement
that makes it a compelling choice for enthusiasts. Its
rear-wheel-drive layout and responsive engine
deliver a driving experience that’s both rewarding
and engaging. While it requires diligent maintenance,
the potential rewards of owning and driving this
compact BMW are significant. Its blend of practicality
and driving pleasure has established it as a desirable
model within the BMW 1 Series range, and for many,
it represents the essence of what a driver’s car
should be.

FAQ: Addressing Common
Queries
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Q1: What is the fuel economy like on a BMW E87
120i manual?

Al: Fuel economy varies depending on driving style
and conditions, but generally, you can expect figures
in the mid-30s mpg (miles per gallon) on combined
driving. Aggressive driving will significantly reduce
fuel efficiency.

Q2: Are parts for the E87 120i expensive?

A2: Parts can be more expensive than for some
mass-market vehicles, especially if you need
genuine BMW parts. However, many parts are
available from aftermarket suppliers at more
competitive prices.

Q3: How reliable is the BMW E87 120i7?

A3: Reliability is generally good, but like any car,
regular maintenance is vital. Common issues are
usually manageable with proper care and attention.

Q4: What's the insurance cost like for a BMW E87
120i manual?

A4: Insurance costs depend on several factors,
including your age, driving history, and location.
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However, expect it to be higher than for many other
compact cars due to its performance capabilities and
the BMW brand recognition.

Q5: Is the E87 120i suitable for daily driving?

A5: Absolutely! While it's a fun car to drive, it's also
perfectly practical for daily use. It offers decent
space for passengers and cargo and is relatively
comfortable.

Q6: What are the common problems with the E87
120i's clutch?

A6: Clutch life depends heavily on driving style.
Aggressive driving or frequent stop-and-go traffic can
wear out the clutch prematurely. Regular servicing
and avoiding harsh clutch engagements will help
prolong its life.

Q7: What is the resale value of a used BMW E87
120i manual?

AT: The resale value varies based on condition,
mileage, and service history. However, well-
maintained examples tend to retain their value
relatively well compared to other cars in its class.
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Q8: Are there any significant differences between
the E87 120i manual and the automatic versions?

A8: The main difference is the driving experience.
The manual offers a more engaged and involving
driving experience, while the automatic prioritizes
convenience and ease of use. Performance
differences are minimal.

The BMW E87 Manual 120i: A
Driver's Delight

The BMW E87 1 Series, specifically the manual
gearbox 120i variant, represents a fascinating
meeting point of practicality and driving enthusiasm.
Launched in 2004, this compact sports car offered a
compelling proposition: the engaging driving
dynamics typically associated with BMW, packaged
into a more manageable size. This article will delve
into the characteristics that make the E87 120i
manual a sought-after choice for driving fans,
exploring its performance, handling, and the overall
possession.

The heart of the 120i is its lively 2.0-liter naturally
unsupercharged four-cylinder engine. While not
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overwhelming in terms of sheer power figures
(around 170 hp), it delivers its power in a linear and
reliable manner, making it remarkably agile. This
characteristic is further enhanced by the manual
gearbox, allowing the driver to thoroughly engage
with the car's dynamics. The gear changes are
accurate, providing a tactile and rewarding driving
experience that's increasingly uncommon in today's
industry dominated by automatics.

The E87's rear-wheel setup is a crucial contributor to
its engaging handling. This arrangement gives the
car a nimble feel, allowing for precise management
and predictable response in corners. While not as
stable as some larger BMW models, the E87's
comparative lightness and compact dimensions
contribute to its agile nature, making it a pleasure to
drive on winding roads. This mixture of rear-wheel
drive and a well-balanced chassis makes the car
incredibly fun to drive, especially for skilled drivers.

However, the E87 120i isn't without its drawbacks.
The rear seats are relatively small, making it less
practical for families or those who regularly carry
passengers in the back. The trunk space is also
confined, reflecting the car's compact size.
Furthermore, some first models experienced
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reliability issues, particularly with the powerplant and
electronic systems, though these concerns are
largely resolved in later production runs.

The ownership of a BMW E87 120i manual is
undeniably rewarding for those who prioritize driving
pleasure. The combination of the responsive engine,
engaging handling, and the tactile connection
provided by the manual gearbox creates a unique
driving experience that is difficult to match in its price
bracket. While it may not be the most practical car,
for those who value driving involvement above all
else, the E87 120i manual remains a compelling and
desirable option.

The longevity and price retention of the E87 120i are
also notable factors. As a relatively affordable entry
point into the world of BMW ownership, it offers a
compelling proposition for value-oriented buyers.
Finding well-maintained examples can be a
satisfying experience, offering a balance of
performance, driving enjoyment, and affordability.

In closing, the BMW E87 120i manual offers a potent
mix of performance, handling, and driving
engagement within a compact package. While
practicality may be compromised, the car's rewarding
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driving dynamics and relatively cheap price make it a
attractive choice for those seeking a fun and
engaging driving experience. Its blend of
performance and accessibility solidifies its place as a
beloved model among driving enthusiasts.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs):

e Q: Are parts for the E87 120i expensive?

e A: Parts accessibility is generally good, but
some specialist parts may be more dear than
for more popular cars.

e Q: How reliable is the E87 120i?

¢ A: Reliability varies depending on the age and
care history. Later models generally show
improved robustness compared to earlier ones.

e Q: Is the E87 120i a good first car?

e A: While exciting to drive, the E87 120i's rear-
wheel drive can be difficult for inexperienced
drivers, especially in adverse weather
conditions.

e Q: What is the fuel consumption like?

e A: Fuel economy varies with driving manner
but is generally acceptable for a car of its
capability.
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e Q: Isthe E87 120i a good investment?

e A: The E87 120i offers a great combination of
driving pleasure and affordability and can be a
strong purchase if chosen carefully and
maintained properly.
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