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Nikon SB-600 Speedlight
Flash Manual: A
Comprehensive Guide

The Nikon SB-600 Speedlight flash is a versatile and
powerful tool for photographers looking to expand their
creative possibilities beyond the limitations of built-in
flash. This comprehensive guide serves as your virtual
Nikon SB-600 speedlight flash manual, delving into
its features, functionalities, and practical applications.
Whether you're a beginner grappling with flash
photography or an experienced photographer seeking
to master the SB-600's capabilities, this article will
equip you with the knowledge to harness its full
potential. We'll cover everything from basic operation
to advanced techniques, including SB-600 flash
modes, Nikon SB-600 TTL settings, and
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troubleshooting common issues.

Understanding the Nikon SB-600:
Key Features and Benefits

The Nikon SB-600, despite being an older model,
remains a popular choice for its compact size,
lightweight design, and surprisingly robust feature set.
Its relatively affordable price point also makes it an
attractive option for both hobbyists and professionals
looking for a second or backup flash.

e Guide Number: The SB-600 boasts a
respectable guide number of 34 (ISO 100,
meters). This number indicates the flash's power;
a higher guide number allows you to illuminate
subjects at a greater distance.

e TTL (Through-the-Lens) metering: This
automatic exposure mode allows the camera to
intelligently determine the appropriate flash
power, ensuring properly exposed images with
minimal manual intervention. Understanding
Nikon SB-600 TTL settings is crucial for
mastering this feature.

¢ Manual Flash Mode: For greater control, the
SB-600 offers manual flash power settings,
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allowing you to fine-tune the exposure to your
precise specifications. This is particularly useful
in creative lighting scenarios where you want to
carefully balance ambient and flash lighting.

e Bounce Flash: The SB-600's head can be tilted
and rotated, enabling you to bounce the flash off
ceilings and walls. This softens the light,
producing a more natural and flattering effect
compared to direct flash. Mastering bounce flash
is a significant step towards professional-looking
images.

e Wireless Operation (i-TTL): While not a built-in
feature like some newer models, the SB-600 can
be used in wireless modes with compatible Nikon
cameras. This opens up a world of creative
lighting possibilities, allowing you to use multiple
flashes for more dramatic and complex lighting
setups.

Using the Nikon SB-600
Speedlight: A Practical Guide

The SB-600's interface is relatively intuitive, but
understanding its various modes and settings is crucial
for effective use.
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### Mounting the Flash

Begin by attaching the SB-600 to your Nikon camera's
hot shoe. Ensure a secure connection to prevent
accidental detachment.

### Flash Modes
The SB-600 offers several flash modes:

e Auto (A): The camera automatically determines
the flash power. Simple to use, but less control
over the final image.

¢ Manual (M): You control the flash power. Offers
the most control but requires a greater
understanding of exposure.

e TTL (Through-the-Lens): The camera
measures the light and adjusts the flash power
accordingly. A balance of automation and
control. Understanding different Nikon SB-600
TTL settings will enhance your results
significantly.

e Rear-Curtain Sync: The flash fires at the end of
the exposure, creating a dramatic streaking
effect with moving subjects.

### Adjusting Flash Power
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In manual mode, you adjust the flash power using the
dial on the back of the SB-600. The power is
expressed in increments, typically from 1/1 to 1/128.

### Utilizing Bounce Flash

To bounce the flash, simply tilt the flash head up or to
the side. Experiment with different angles to achieve
the desired lighting effect. Remember to consider the
color of the surface you are bouncing off; white
ceilings will produce softer light than colored walls.

### Wireless Flash Photography (with compatible
equipment)

Using the SB-600 wirelessly requires a compatible
commander flash or a camera with built-in wireless
flash control. This allows for multiple flash setups,
creating complex and dramatic lighting scenarios. This
aspect relies heavily on understanding your camera's
capabilities in addition to the SB-600 flash modes.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

e Flash Doesn't Fire: Check the flash's power
source (batteries), ensure it's properly mounted,
and verify that the flash mode is correctly
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selected.

e Underexposed Images: Increase the flash
power or try bouncing the flash. Consider if your
Nikon SB-600 TTL settings need adjustment.

e Overexposed Images: Decrease the flash
power or increase the camera's aperture.

Conclusion: Mastering Your
Nikon SB-600

The Nikon SB-600, while not the newest model,
remains a capable and versatile speedlight. This
comprehensive guide has provided you with the
foundational knowledge and practical strategies to
effectively utilize this powerful tool. By understanding
its features, mastering its settings, and troubleshooting
common problems, you can unlock your creative
potential and elevate your photography to the next
level. Remember to practice consistently; experiment
with different settings and lighting techniques to
develop your own unique style.

FAQ: Nikon SB-600 Speedlight
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Q1: What type of batteries does the Nikon SB-600
use?

Al: The SB-600 uses four AA-size alkaline, NiMH
rechargeable, or lithium batteries. Lithium batteries
offer the longest runtime and most consistent
performance.

Q2: Can | use the SB-600 with a non-Nikon
camera?

A2: No. The SB-600 is specifically designed for use
with Nikon cameras and utilizes Nikon's i-TTL system
for automatic flash exposure control.

Q3: How do | achieve a soft, diffused light with the
SB-6007?

A3: The most effective method is to bounce the flash
off a ceiling or wall. This diffuses the light, creating a
more natural and flattering effect. Using a diffuser
accessory will also soften the light.

Q4: What is the difference between TTL and
Manual flash modes?

A4: TTL (Through-the-Lens) metering automatically
adjusts the flash power based on the scene's lighting
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conditions. Manual mode allows you to set the flash
power manually, offering precise control over the
exposure.

Q5: How do | update the firmware on my Nikon SB-
6007

A5: The SB-600 does not have firmware that can be
updated by the user.

Q6: Can | use the SB-600 for macro photography?

A6: Yes, the SB-600 can be effectively used for macro
photography, although close-up lenses or macro
extension tubes might be beneficial for achieving
optimal focus and lighting.

Q7: What are some creative lighting techniques |
can use with the SB-6007?

A7: Explore techniques like bounce flash, using
multiple flashes for off-camera lighting, and
experimenting with gels to color your light.

Q8: Where can | find a replacement foot for my SB-
600 if it's broken?
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A8: Contact Nikon support or a reputable camera
repair shop for a replacement. Third-party sellers may
also offer compatible replacements.

Mastering the Nikon SB-600
Speedlight Flash: A Deep Dive
into the Manual

The Nikon SB-600 Speedlight flash is a versatile piece
of equipment, capable of significantly boosting your
photographic skills. However, fully harnessing its
potential requires a thorough understanding of its
functions, as documented in the Nikon SB-600
Speedlight Flash manual. This article serves as a
guide to navigate the intricacies of this manual and
unlock the power of this compact yet capable flash
unit.

The manual itself might seem intimidating at first
glance, filled with technical jargon and thorough
specifications. But fear not! We'll break down the key
concepts and guide you the essential adjustments
step-by-step. Think of this as your personal tutoring
session, designed to transform you from a beginner to
a expert user of the SB-600.
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Understanding the Core Components:

The SB-600 manual will introduce the physical
components of the flash unit, along with their
respective functions. You'll understand about the flash
head, its rotating mechanisms, the output control dial,
and the various modes accessible through the
interface. Knowing these essentials is crucial before
exploring into more advanced techniques.

Mastering Flash Modes:

A major portion of the manual centers on the different
flash modes. These modes influence how the flash
activates in regard to the camera's shutter speed and
aperture. Understanding the distinctions between
Auto, Manual, TTL (Through-the-Lens), and Rear-
Curtain Sync is essential for getting the desired
lighting results. The manual will offer explicit
explanations of each mode, accompanied by practical
examples to help you understand their applications.
For instance, Rear-Curtain Sync creates motion blur
behind the subject, adding a sense of dynamism to
sports shots.

Utilizing the Control System:
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Navigating the SB-600's controls can seem
challenging initially. The manual offers clear
instructions on how to modify the flash power, select
the flash mode, and use additional features like zoom
and modeling flash. The modeling flash lets you to see
the effect of the flash before taking the picture, a
helpful tool for accurate lighting control. Mastering this
component will greatly enhance your productivity.

Wireless Flash Photography:

The SB-600's ability to function as a wireless slave
flash is a revolution for many photographers. This
function is thoroughly explained in the manual. You'll
learn how to set up your camera and flash units for
wireless operation, creating versatile lighting
configurations for artistic photography. Imagine
highlighting your subject from multiple angles without
the limitations of wired connections.

Troubleshooting and Maintenance:

The manual also includes a helpful troubleshooting
section. This section helps you to identify potential
problems and discover solutions. Regular attention is
also addressed, ensuring the longevity of your SB-600.

Practical Implementation and Best Practices:
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To thoroughly benefit from the information in the
manual, practice is essential. Start with elementary
setups, gradually increasing the difficulty as you
develop confidence. Experiment with different flash
modes and parameters to find what works best for
your style of photography. Don't be afraid to make
mistakes; they are invaluable learning opportunities.

Conclusion:

The Nikon SB-600 Speedlight Flash manual, though
seemingly technical, is a source of information for any
photographer wanting to master off-camera flash. By
attentively studying the manual and practicing the
techniques described within, you can dramatically
improve your photography and unleash the full
capabilities of this reliable and flexible flash unit.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

Q1: How do I adjust the flash power on the SB-
6007

A1l: The flash power is adjusted using the power
control dial on the back of the flash unit. This allows
you to fine-tune the strength of the flash output.

Q2: What is TTL flash, and how does it work?
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A2: TTL (Through-the-Lens) flash is a metering
system that determines the optimal flash power based
on the camera's configurations and the scene's
brightness. This yields reliable exposure in most
cases.

Q3: Can | use the SB-600 as a wireless slave flash?

A3: Yes, the SB-600 can be used as a wireless slave
flash with compatible Nikon cameras and flash units,
permitting for versatile lighting configurations.

Q4: How do I maintain my SB-6007?

A4: Regularly clean the flash head with a gentle cloth.
Avoid extreme moisture. Always store the flash unit in
a secure location, away from extreme temperatures.
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