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William Faulkner: An Economy of Complex Words (2021) –
Revisiting Godden's 2007 Analysis
Richard Godden's insightful 2007 analysis, "An Economy of Complex Words," offers a compelling lens through which to
examine William Faulkner's distinctive writing style. While published in 2007, its relevance persists, prompting renewed interest
and discussion in 2021 and beyond. This article delves into Godden's arguments, exploring Faulkner's deliberate use of
complex vocabulary, sentence structure, and narrative techniques to achieve profound artistic effects. We'll examine the key
aspects of Godden's work, considering its implications for understanding Faulkner's literary legacy and the ongoing study of his
complex prose. Keywords relevant to this discussion include: William Faulkner's vocabulary, Faulknerian style, literary
analysis of Faulkner, complex sentence structure in literature, and Richard Godden's literary criticism.

Godden's Central Argument: Deconstructing Faulkner's Prose

Godden's core argument in "An Economy of Complex Words" centers on the misconception that Faulkner's prose is simply
overly convoluted and difficult. Instead, Godden argues that Faulkner’s seemingly dense style is a deliberate and highly



effective strategy, an "economy" of words meticulously chosen to convey specific emotional and psychological nuances,
reflecting the complexities of his characters and narratives. He challenges the common perception of Faulkner as merely
"difficult," highlighting the precision and purpose behind his lexical choices. Godden's analysis doesn't dismiss the challenges
presented by Faulkner's writing but instead reframes them as intentional artistic choices.

### The Precision of Faulknerian Diction

One key aspect of Godden's analysis focuses on Faulkner's vocabulary. Far from being random or excessive, Godden
suggests that Faulkner's selection of words is highly specific. Each word carries weight, contributing to the overall texture and
meaning of the passage. This deliberate choice of vocabulary isn't about showing off erudition, but about creating a unique
atmosphere and conveying subtle shifts in character emotion and perspective. Faulkner’s masterful use of William Faulkner's
vocabulary results in a richness and depth rarely matched in 20th-century literature.

### Sentence Structure and Narrative Complexity

Beyond vocabulary, Godden also examines Faulkner's famously complex sentence structure. His sentences often stretch
across multiple lines, incorporating multiple clauses and digressions. However, Godden shows that these lengthy, intricate
constructions are not mere stylistic flourishes. They serve a crucial narrative function, mirroring the stream-of-consciousness of
his characters, and reflecting the tangled, often fragmented nature of their lives and experiences. The complex sentence
structure in literature, particularly as employed by Faulkner, often becomes a powerful tool for conveying the inner world of
his characters more effectively than simpler, declarative sentences.

The Impact of Godden's Analysis on Faulkner Studies
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Godden's work has had a significant impact on Faulkner studies. By challenging simplistic interpretations of Faulkner’s style, he
has encouraged a more nuanced and appreciative understanding of his literary techniques. His work encourages readers to
engage actively with the text, deciphering the underlying logic and artistic intention behind the apparent complexity. This
analytical approach has influenced subsequent critical analyses of Faulkner, prompting scholars to look beyond surface-level
difficulties and delve into the deeper meanings embedded within his intricate prose. The impact of Godden’s work continues to
resonate, fostering a more sophisticated and rewarding engagement with Faulkner's novels and short stories.

Faulkner's Style: A Lasting Legacy

The lasting legacy of William Faulkner lies not only in the powerful narratives he crafted but also in his unique and challenging
style. Godden's work helps us appreciate that the difficulty of Faulkner's writing is inseparable from its power. His
unconventional use of language – the deliberate employment of Faulknerian style – is integral to his ability to capture the
complexities of the human experience, exploring themes of memory, trauma, and the passage of time with unparalleled depth.
The challenge presented by his work is a necessary component of its artistic success.

Beyond Godden: Continuing the Conversation

While Godden's 2007 essay provides a vital framework for understanding Faulkner's use of language, the discussion continues.
Contemporary scholars continue to explore the intricacies of Faulkner’s style, expanding upon Godden's insights and applying
new critical lenses to his work. The study of Faulkner's prose remains a rich and rewarding field, constantly evolving as new
interpretations emerge. Furthermore, the ongoing examination of literary analysis of Faulkner ensures that his works remain
relevant and engaging for new generations of readers.
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Conclusion

Richard Godden's "An Economy of Complex Words" remains a vital contribution to Faulkner scholarship. By highlighting the
deliberate artistry and precision behind Faulkner’s seemingly difficult style, Godden encourages a more engaged and rewarding
reading experience. Understanding Faulkner’s vocabulary, sentence structure, and narrative choices as intentional and
meaningful tools allows us to appreciate the depth and complexity of his work. Godden's analysis serves as a powerful
reminder that the apparent difficulty of Faulkner's prose is not a flaw but rather a key element of its artistic power, offering a
lasting contribution to the ongoing appreciation and analysis of one of the most significant figures in American literature.

FAQ

Q1: Is Faulkner's complex style a barrier to entry for new readers?

A1: While Faulkner's style can be challenging, it's not insurmountable. Many readers find the effort rewarding, as the richness
and depth of his prose ultimately repay the investment. Starting with shorter works or seeking out well-annotated editions can
aid in comprehension. Furthermore, understanding that the complexity is intentional, as Godden points out, can make the
reading experience more engaging rather than frustrating.

Q2: How does Godden's analysis differ from previous criticism of Faulkner's style?

A2: Previous criticism often focused on the perceived flaws of Faulkner’s style – its perceived difficulty and obscurity. Godden
shifts the focus, arguing that the complexity is intentional and serves a specific artistic purpose. He moves away from simply
labeling Faulkner as "difficult" and instead explores the precision and effectiveness of his linguistic choices.

Q3: Can Godden's analysis be applied to other authors?
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A3: While Godden’s analysis is specifically focused on Faulkner, the principles of analyzing an author’s deliberate use of
complex language and sentence structure to achieve a specific artistic effect can certainly be applied to other writers known for
their challenging style. Authors with similarly complex prose styles could be examined using a similar analytical framework.

Q4: What are some practical strategies for navigating Faulkner's prose?

A4: Read actively, annotating passages that are particularly challenging. Consult critical essays and literary guides to aid
comprehension. Don't be afraid to reread passages multiple times. Breaking down complex sentences into smaller units can
also help. Finding a community of readers discussing Faulkner can also enhance the experience.

Q5: Does Godden's argument suggest that all complex writing is inherently good?

A5: No, Godden's argument doesn't suggest that all complex writing is inherently good. His focus is on demonstrating the
deliberate artistry and purpose behind Faulkner’s specific style. The effectiveness of complex writing ultimately depends on the
author's skill in using complexity to achieve a particular artistic goal.

Q6: How has Godden's work influenced the teaching of Faulkner in classrooms?

A6: Godden's work has encouraged a more nuanced approach to teaching Faulkner. Instead of simply warning students of the
difficulties of his style, educators can now frame the challenges as integral to the artistic achievement. This allows for a deeper
and more rewarding engagement with the text.

Q7: What are some future directions for research based on Godden's work?

A7: Future research could explore the application of Godden's analytical framework to other writers with complex styles.
Comparative studies could explore differences in the use of complex language across various authors and literary periods.
Furthermore, digital humanities tools could be used to quantitatively analyze Faulkner's vocabulary and sentence structure,
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offering new insights into the patterns and variations within his work.

Q8: Where can I find Richard Godden's "An Economy of Complex Words"?

A8: Unfortunately, precise publication details for a paper titled exactly "An Economy of Complex Words" by Richard Godden in
2007 are scarce in readily accessible databases. It's possible the title is slightly different, or the article may be published in a
less widely indexed journal or collection. A targeted search using variations of the title, coupled with Richard Godden's name
and the date, across academic databases like JSTOR, Project MUSE, and Google Scholar, would be necessary to locate the
specific publication. Alternatively, contacting scholars specializing in Faulkner or Richard Godden's work might provide further
information.

Delving into Faulkner's Linguistic Landscape: A Look at Godden's "An
Economy of Complex Words"

Richard Godden's 2007 essay, "William Faulkner: An Economy of Complex Words," published in 2021, provides a captivating
analysis of William Faulkner's singular writing style. Rather than simply portraying Faulkner's abundant use of elaborate
vocabulary, Godden argues that this apparent overabundance is, in truth, a carefully deliberate approach that contributes
significantly to the general influence of his fiction. This essay will examine Godden's main argument, emphasizing its
consequences for understanding Faulkner's creative achievement.

Godden's primary assertion centers on the misconception that Faulkner's word choice is only ostentatious. He refutes this view
by demonstrating how Faulkner's selection of words is closely linked to his narrative purposes. Instead of being gratuitous, the
elaborate vocabulary serves to produce precise nuances of significance, summon particular emotions, and construct the unique
atmosphere of his works.
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Godden underpins his argument through meticulous readings of chosen passages from Faulkner's novels and short stories. He
demonstrates how Faulkner uses unusual words not simply to impress the audience, but to transmit delicate variations in
persona evolution, emotional states, and the underlying motifs of his stories. For instance, Godden might point to the precise
meaning of a particular word selected by Faulkner, differentiating it to synonyms and detailing how the author's precise option
forms the public's interpretation of the scene.

One of the key elements of Godden's examination is his stress on the interplay between Faulkner's lexicon and his sentence
composition. He argues that the complexity of Faulkner's grammar is closely linked to his lexicon, creating a collaborative
impact that amplifies the emotional effect of his prose. The extended and commonly tortuous sentences represent the
psychological complexity of his personages and the uncertainty of their experiences.

Godden's work is not simply a academic undertaking; it provides valuable insights into the techniques of a virtuoso storyteller.
By understanding Faulkner's intentional use of elaborate vocabulary, readers can obtain a greater understanding for the
richness and nuance of his prose. This understanding extends beyond just savoring Faulkner's pieces; it also educates our
recognition of the force of language itself and how it can be manipulated to obtain specific literary outcomes.

In summary, Richard Godden's "William Faulkner: An Economy of Complex Words" offers a provocative and insightful re-
evaluation of William Faulkner's linguistic style. By refuting the oversimplified concept that Faulkner's use of elaborate words is
merely pretentious, Godden exposes the fine and conscious artistry behind Faulkner's word choice, illustrating how it operates
as a powerful tool for producing meaning, evoking feelings, and establishing narrative worlds.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Is Godden's essay solely focused on Faulkner's vocabulary?
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A1: No, while vocabulary is central, Godden also analyzes how Faulkner's word choice interacts with his sentence structure
and overall narrative strategy.

Q2: What is the main takeaway from Godden's essay?

A2: The essay challenges the simplistic view of Faulkner's language as merely ostentatious, revealing its deliberate and artistic
function in shaping meaning and evoking emotion.

Q3: How does this essay contribute to Faulkner studies?

A3: It offers a nuanced understanding of Faulkner's style, moving beyond superficial observations to uncover the sophisticated
techniques he employs to achieve his literary goals.

Q4: Is this essay accessible to non-academics?

A4: While dealing with complex literary analysis, Godden's writing is clear and insightful, making it accessible to readers
interested in Faulkner and literary style.
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