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How to Change Manual Transmission Fluid
Honda Civic Si: A Comprehensive Guide
Maintaining your Honda Civic Si's manual transmission is crucial for optimal performance and
longevity. One key aspect of this maintenance is regularly changing the manual transmission
fluid. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the process of changing your Honda
Civic Si's manual transmission fluid, covering everything from the necessary tools and materials
to the step-by-step procedure. We’ll also explore the benefits of regular fluid changes and
address common questions surrounding this vital maintenance task.

Understanding the Importance of Manual Transmission
Fluid Changes (Honda Civic Si)

Your Honda Civic Si's manual transmission relies on transmission fluid, also known as gear oil,
for lubrication, cooling, and overall operation. Over time, this fluid degrades, losing its
lubricating properties and accumulating contaminants like metal shavings and debris. This
degradation leads to increased wear and tear on the transmission components, potentially
resulting in costly repairs or even transmission failure. Regular fluid changes are preventative
maintenance, extending the life of your transmission and ensuring smooth shifting. This is
especially important for enthusiasts who frequently push their Civic Si's performance limits.
Ignoring this simple maintenance can lead to premature wear on synchros, bearings, and other
vital parts.

### Benefits of Regular Manual Transmission Fluid Changes

Improved Shifting: Fresh fluid ensures smooth and precise gear changes, enhancing the
driving experience.
Extended Transmission Life: Regular fluid changes significantly extend the lifespan of
your manual transmission.
Reduced Wear and Tear: Clean fluid reduces friction and wear on internal components.
Prevention of Costly Repairs: Preventative maintenance saves money by avoiding major
transmission repairs.
Enhanced Performance: Maintaining optimal lubrication contributes to peak
performance and efficiency.



Tools and Materials Needed for Honda Civic Si Manual
Transmission Fluid Change

Before you begin, gather the following tools and materials:

New Honda Genuine Manual Transmission Fluid: Using the correct fluid specified by
Honda for your Civic Si's model year is paramount. Improper fluid can damage the
transmission. Check your owner's manual for the correct specification.
Drain Pan: A large enough pan to collect the old fluid.
Wrench: The correct size for your drain plug and fill plug (consult your owner's manual).
Torque Wrench: To ensure the drain and fill plugs are tightened to the manufacturer's
specifications. Over-tightening can damage the plugs and the transmission case.
Funnel: To avoid spills when adding new fluid.
Jack and Jack Stands: For safe and stable vehicle elevation. Never work under a vehicle
supported only by a jack.
Gloves: To protect your hands from the used transmission fluid.
Rags or Shop Towels: For cleaning up spills.
Measuring Device: A graduated container to accurately measure the new fluid. Your
owner's manual should specify the correct amount.
Optional: Syringe or Pump: For easier fluid filling.

Step-by-Step Guide: Changing Manual Transmission Fluid
on Honda Civic Si

Safety First: Always engage the parking brake and ensure the vehicle is stable on level ground
before working under it. Never work under a car supported only by a jack.

1. Warm Up the Transmission: Drive the car for 10-15 minutes to warm the transmission fluid,
making it flow more easily.

2. Secure the Vehicle: Raise the vehicle using a jack and securely support it with jack stands.

3. Locate Drain Plug: Consult your owner's manual to locate the transmission drain plug. It’s
usually located on the bottom of the transmission case.

4. Drain the Old Fluid: Position the drain pan under the drain plug and carefully remove the
plug using the appropriate wrench. Allow the fluid to drain completely.

5. Remove Fill Plug: Locate the transmission fill plug (often located on the side or top of the
transmission). Remove it to assess the fill level.

6. Replace Drain Plug: Once the fluid has drained, replace the drain plug and tighten it to the
manufacturer's specified torque using a torque wrench. Do not over-tighten.
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7. Fill with New Fluid: Using a funnel, carefully add the specified amount of new Honda
genuine manual transmission fluid. Refer to your owner's manual for the exact quantity.

8. Check Fill Level: Once the fluid is added, replace the fill plug. You may need to use a
measuring device or a syringe to fill it up to the proper level.

9. Lower the Vehicle: Carefully lower the vehicle using the jack.

10. Check for Leaks: Inspect the area around the drain and fill plugs for any leaks.

11. Test Drive: Take the vehicle for a short test drive to verify smooth shifting.

Maintaining Your Honda Civic Si's Manual Transmission

While changing the transmission fluid is a crucial maintenance task, other factors contribute to
the longevity of your transmission. These include:

Regular Inspection: Periodically check for leaks or unusual noises.
Driving Habits: Avoid harsh starts and sudden stops.
Clutch Use: Don't ride the clutch.

FAQ: Honda Civic Si Manual Transmission Fluid Change

Q1: How often should I change my Honda Civic Si's manual transmission fluid?

A1: Honda recommends checking your owner's manual for the specific interval, but generally,
every 60,000-100,000 miles or every 3-5 years is a good guideline. However, more frequent
changes are recommended if you frequently tow heavy loads or drive in harsh conditions.

Q2: What happens if I don't change my transmission fluid?

A2: Neglecting transmission fluid changes leads to fluid degradation, increased friction, wear on
internal components, and potentially costly repairs or even transmission failure. You may
experience rough shifting, grinding noises, and eventual transmission malfunction.

Q3: Can I use a different type of transmission fluid than what Honda recommends?

A3: Absolutely not. Using the wrong fluid can damage your transmission and void any warranty.
Always use the exact type and specification of fluid recommended in your owner's manual.

Q4: Can I do this myself, or should I take it to a mechanic?

A4: While many mechanically inclined individuals can perform this task themselves, if you're
unsure, it's always best to take your car to a qualified mechanic. Improper procedures can lead to
further damage.

How To Change Manual Transmission Fluid Honda Civic Si

How To Change Manual Transmission Fluid Honda Civic Si

3



Q5: What if I overfill the transmission?

A5: Overfilling can cause excessive pressure and damage the transmission seals. It's crucial to
follow the fluid level specifications in your owner's manual precisely.

Q6: How do I know if my transmission fluid is low or needs changing?

A6: Regularly check the fluid level (if your transmission has a dipstick). Look for discoloration
(dark brown or black indicates it needs changing) or a burnt smell. Rough shifting, whining
noises, or difficulty engaging gears are other warning signs.

Q7: What is the cost of a manual transmission fluid change for a Honda Civic Si?

A7: The cost varies depending on location and mechanic, but expect to pay between $100-$200
for a professional fluid change. The cost will be significantly lower if you do it yourself.

Q8: My Civic Si has a dual-clutch transmission (DCT). Is this procedure the same?

A8: No, a dual-clutch transmission (DCT) requires a different procedure and specialized tools. A
DIY approach is generally not recommended for DCTs due to their complexity. Consult a Honda
dealership or a specialized transmission shop for DCT maintenance.

Revving Up Your Honda Civic Si: A Comprehensive Guide
to Manual Transmission Fluid Replacement

Your Honda Civic Si, a machine of a car, requires the best treatment. And one crucial aspect of
keeping your performance vehicle in tip-top shape is consistent maintenance. This how-to will
walk you through the process of changing your manual transmission fluid, a procedure that,
while seemingly complex at first glance, is actually straightforward with the right information.
This isn't just about preserving your car; it's about enhancing your driving experience.

Why Change Your Transmission Fluid?

Think of your transmission fluid as the essential fluid of your transmission. It lubricates the
moving parts, flushes impurities, and controls temperature. Over time, this fluid degrades, losing
its effectiveness to function these important tasks. Using old, used fluid is akin to driving with
flat tires – it puts unnecessary pressure on the system, leading to early wear and costly repairs. A
fresh amount of fluid ensures smooth gear changes, maximum performance, and a longer
lifespan for your transmission.

Gathering Your Arsenal: Tools and Materials

Before you begin on this endeavor, you'll need to assemble the necessary tools and materials.
This includes:
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Fresh Honda MTF-3 transmission fluid (check your owner's manual for the exact
specification) – the amount needed will differ based on your Civic Si model.
A new drain plug gasket
A appropriate size drain pan
A wrench able of applying the specified torque setting for the drain and fill plugs (again,
consult your owner's manual).
A pump for refilling the transmission fluid (a gravity feed is generally sufficient).
Jack stands and a lift to safely elevate your vehicle.
Wrenches of the appropriate dimensions for the drain and fill plugs.
Gloves and safety glasses.
Rags or shop towels.

The Procedure: Step-by-Step Guidance

1. Preparation: Park your Civic Si on a even surface, engage the emergency brake, and allow
the engine to cool completely.

2. Vehicle Elevation: Safely lift the vehicle using a jack and secure it with jack stands.
Remember: safety should always be your top priority.

3. Locate the Drain and Fill Plugs: Consult your owner's manual to locate the drain and fill
plugs on your transmission. These are usually located on the bottom and side of the transmission
casing, respectively.

4. Drain the Old Fluid: Place the drain pan under the drain plug and carefully unscrew the plug
using the suitable wrench. Allow the old fluid to drain completely. Observe the color of the fluid.
Dark, muddy fluid indicates a need for a change.

5. Replace the Drain Plug: Once the fluid has fully drained, replace the drain plug, ensuring a
new washer is in place, and tighten it to the correct torque specification.

6. Locate and Fill the Transmission: Use the pump to add new Honda MTF-3 transmission
fluid through the fill plug. Consult your owner's manual to determine the correct quantity of fluid
to add. It’s generally recommended to add fluid until it starts to come out of the fill hole.

7. Replace the Fill Plug: Once filled, reinstall the fill plug and tighten it to the specified torque
specification.

8. Lower the Vehicle: Carefully lower your vehicle from the jack stands.

9. Check for Leaks: After lowering the vehicle, carefully inspect for any leaks around the drain
and fill plugs.

Post-Procedure Checks & Recommendations

After completing the fluid change, take your Civic Si for a test drive to ensure smooth shifting.
Check for leaks once more when the vehicle has cooled down. Regular transmission fluid
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changes are advised based on your driving habits and your owner's manual recommendations.
Neglecting this critical maintenance task can lead to more significant problems down the road.

Conclusion

Changing your Honda Civic Si's manual transmission fluid is a reasonably straightforward
process that provides significant benefits. By following this how-to, you can lengthen the life of
your transmission, improve its performance, and ensure years of reliable operation. Remember to
always prioritize safety and consult your owner's manual for specific instructions and
specifications for your particular model.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: How often should I change my Honda Civic Si's transmission fluid?

A1: Honda generally recommends changing the transmission fluid every 40,000 miles or every 2
years, whichever comes first. However, harsher driving conditions may necessitate more
frequent changes. Always refer to your owner's manual for the specific recommendation for your
vehicle.

Q2: What type of transmission fluid should I use?

A2: Use only Honda MTF-3 transmission fluid. Using a different type of fluid can harm your
transmission.

Q3: Can I change the transmission fluid myself?

A3: Yes, with the right tools and some mechanical aptitude, you can change the transmission
fluid yourself. However, if you're uncertain performing this task, it’s best to take your Civic Si to
a qualified mechanic.

Q4: What if I accidentally overfill the transmission?

A4: Overfilling can be detrimental. If you overfill, you'll need to drain some of the fluid using
the drain plug. Refer to your owner's manual for the correct fluid level.
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