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Army Techniques Publication 3-60 Targeting: A Deep
Dive into Modern Fire Support

The United States Army's Techniques Publication (ATP) 3-60, *Targeting*, is a foundational document for modern
fire support planning and execution. This comprehensive guide details the entire targeting process, from identifying
enemy vulnerabilities to assessing the effects of strikes. Understanding ATP 3-60 is crucial for anyone involved in
military operations, from junior enlisted soldiers to high-ranking officers. This article will delve into the key aspects of
ATP 3-60, examining its core principles, practical applications, and lasting impact on modern combat. We'll explore
topics like target development, weapon system capabilities, and battlefield effects assessment to provide a
thorough understanding of this vital military publication.

Understanding the Targeting Process as Defined in ATP 3-60
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ATP 3-60 outlines a systematic process for effective targeting. This process, while seemingly complex, ensures the
efficient and precise application of firepower to achieve tactical objectives. The publication emphasizes the
importance of integrating all available intelligence and capabilities to maximize the impact of each strike. The core of
the targeting process revolves around several key phases:

Planning: This initial phase involves identifying objectives, understanding the enemy, and selecting
appropriate weapons and tactics. It also includes considering the effects of collateral damage and the need for
proportionality in the application of force.

Intelligence Preparation of the Battlespace (IPB): IPB forms the foundation of effective targeting. This
critical step involves analyzing the battlefield environment to identify enemy vulnerabilities and potential
targeting opportunities. This includes understanding terrain, weather, and enemy capabilities.

Target Development: This phase involves refining identified targets, assessing their value, and determining
the best methods for engaging them. This includes characterizing the target using information gathered during
IPB, determining the appropriate weapon system, and planning the engagement.

Target Selection and Prioritization: Not all targets are created equal. ATP 3-60 stresses the importance of
prioritizing targets based on their military significance and the potential impact of engaging them. This
prioritization ensures the efficient allocation of resources and the achievement of maximum military effect.
Weapons and Sensors Selection: The choice of weapons system depends on several factors, including
range, accuracy, and the type of target. ATP 3-60 provides guidance on selecting the most suitable weapons
systems based on the specific mission requirements.
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e Engagement Planning and Execution: This phase encompasses the detailed planning and execution of the
attack. It includes coordination with supporting units, ensuring the safety of friendly forces, and considering
potential countermeasures.

e Combat Assessment: Post-strike assessment is critical to determining the effectiveness of the engagement
and informing future targeting decisions. This includes assessing the damage inflicted and the overall impact
on the enemy's capabilities. This feedback loop is essential for continuous improvement in targeting
effectiveness.

Benefits of Utilizing ATP 3-60 Principles

The implementation of ATP 3-60 principles offers significant advantages in modern military operations. These
benefits include:

¢ Increased Targeting Efficiency: The structured approach of ATP 3-60 improves the speed and accuracy of
targeting, leading to a more efficient use of resources.

e Reduced Collateral Damage: By emphasizing meticulous planning and risk assessment, ATP 3-60 minimizes
the risk of unintended harm to civilians and non-combatants.

e Enhanced Combat Effectiveness: Through the systematic integration of intelligence and the careful
selection of targets and weapons, ATP 3-60 significantly enhances the overall effectiveness of military
operations.
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e Improved Interoperability: The standardized procedures outlined in ATP 3-60 improve interoperability
between different units and services, ensuring seamless coordination during joint operations.

e Better Decision-Making: The structured methodology provides a framework for better decision-making at all
levels of command, ensuring that targeting decisions are based on sound analysis and assessment.

Practical Applications and Case Studies

The principles of ATP 3-60 are not theoretical; they've been practically applied in numerous real-world scenarios.
While specific examples are often classified, the success of modern precision strikes—from air-launched munitions
to artillery fire—demonstrates the effectiveness of the process outlined in ATP 3-60. Consider the increased
accuracy and reduced collateral damage achieved through modern guided munitions, a direct result of careful target
development and weapons selection.

Weapon System Capabilities and Integration

ATP 3-60 doesn't just focus on the targeting process itself; it also considers the capabilities of various weapon
systems. Integrating these capabilities into the targeting process is critical for mission success. For example,
understanding the limitations of a particular artillery piece—its range, accuracy, and effective lethality—directly
informs target selection and prioritization. Similarly, the capabilities of precision-guided munitions (PGMs) are
central to the ability to engage high-value targets with minimal collateral damage. The publication emphasizes the

Army Techniques Publication 3 60 Targeting
4



Army Techniques Publication 3 60 Targeting

importance of selecting the right tool for the job, matching weapon system capabilities to the specific characteristics
of the target and the operational environment.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of ATP 3-60

Army Techniques Publication 3-60, *Targeting*, remains a cornerstone of modern military operations. Its systematic
approach to target selection, weapon system integration, and effects assessment ensures the efficient and effective
application of firepower. By adhering to the principles outlined in ATP 3-60, military forces can maximize their
combat effectiveness while minimizing collateral damage and maintaining a high degree of operational
effectiveness. The publication’s emphasis on continuous assessment and improvement ensures that its relevance
persists in an ever-evolving battlefield.

FAQ

Q1: What is the difference between "target development” and "target selection"?

Al: Target development is the process of identifying, characterizing, and assessing potential targets. This includes
gathering intelligence, determining their value, and understanding their vulnerabilities. Target selection, on the other
hand, is the process of choosing specific targets from a pool of developed targets based on factors like priority,
feasibility, and available resources. Target development provides the information; target selection makes the
decision.
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Q2: How does ATP 3-60 address the issue of collateral damage?

A2: ATP 3-60 emphasizes minimizing collateral damage through careful planning and risk assessment. It requires
commanders to consider the potential for civilian casualties and unintended damage to non-military assets during all
phases of the targeting process. This includes using the appropriate level of force and selecting weapons systems
that minimize the risk of collateral damage.

Q3: Is ATP 3-60 applicable only to conventional warfare?

A3: While much of the content applies to conventional warfare, the principles of ATP 3-60 are adaptable to various
operational environments. The core concepts of intelligence gathering, target analysis, and risk assessment remain
relevant in asymmetric warfare and counter-insurgency operations. The specific tactics and techniques might vary,
but the underlying methodology remains consistent.

Q4: How frequently is ATP 3-60 updated?

A4: ATP 3-60, like other Army Techniques Publications, is periodically updated to reflect changes in doctrine,
technology, and operational experience. The frequency of updates varies, but they aim to ensure that the document
remains relevant and effective in a dynamic operational environment. It's crucial to utilize the most current version
available.

Q5: Where can | access ATP 3-607?
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A5: Access to ATP 3-60 is typically restricted to authorized military personnel. Depending on your clearance and
affiliation, access may be granted through official military channels or designated online databases.

Q6: What is the role of technology in implementing ATP 3-607?

A6: Technology plays a significant role, improving the speed, accuracy, and effectiveness of the entire targeting
process. Modern sensors, communication systems, and sophisticated analytical tools facilitate faster intelligence
gathering, more precise target identification, and improved weapon system integration.

Q7: How does ATP 3-60 address the ethical considerations of targeting?

A7: ATP 3-60 emphasizes adherence to the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC) throughout the targeting process. The
principles of distinction, proportionality, and precaution are central to ensuring that targeting actions are conducted
in an ethical and lawful manner. This includes a thorough assessment of potential collateral damage and the use of
appropriate force.

Q8: What are the future implications of ATP 3-607?

A8: As technology continues to advance, ATP 3-60 will likely adapt to incorporate new capabilities such as artificial
intelligence, autonomous systems, and advanced sensor technologies. The core principles will likely remain the
same, focusing on a systematic and ethical approach to targeting. However, the specific methods and techniques
may evolve to take full advantage of these advancements.
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Decoding the Secrets: A Deep Dive into Army Techniques Publication 3-
60 Targeting

Army Techniques Publication (ATP) 3-60, Targeting, is a essential document for personnel involved in military
operations. It lays out the involved process of identifying, judging, and attacking enemy forces. This article provides
a detailed overview of ATP 3-60, examining its core components and applicable applications. Understanding this
publication is not just vital for military experts, but also provides valuable knowledge into the operational decision-
making processes behind modern warfare.

The publication starts by establishing a foundational understanding of the targeting cycle. It divides this process into
individual phases, each with its own specific requirements and obligations. These phases typically include planning,
information preparation, target selection, action, and assessment of outcomes. The ATP emphasizes the importance
of a methodical approach, highlighting the requirement for accurate coordination between different elements within
the military structure.

One of the extremely important aspects covered in ATP 3-60 is the idea of effectively integrating information into the
targeting sequence. The publication underlines the vital role of precise reconnaissance in pinpointing legitimate
targets and assessing their shortcomings. This entails not only acquiring intelligence but also analyzing it to
ascertain the best strategy of engagement. The ATP offers direction on how to efficiently employ different
intelligence resources to build a comprehensive understanding of the enemy.
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The publication also delves into the difficulties of legal considerations in targeting. The rules of military fighting play
a significant role in influencing targeting choices. ATP 3-60 provides explanation on the guidelines of distinction,
proportionality, and precaution, guaranteeing that targeting operations are carried out in conformity with global
legislation. This focus on legal compliance is crucial for preserving the ethical position and eschewing avoidable
losses.

Furthermore, ATP 3-60 handles the hands-on components of target action. It describes multiple techniques and
equipment that can be employed to successfully target enemy assets. This encompasses the whole from the picking
of appropriate armament to the planning of coordinated attacks. The ATP highlights the value of precision in
targeting, lessening incidental harm and increasing the efficiency of armed activities.

In conclusion, ATP 3-60, Targeting, is an essential resource for anyone involved in military strategy. Its
comprehensive explanation of the targeting cycle, combined its emphasis on legal compliance and practical
implementations, makes it a must-read for defense professionals at every ranks. Understanding the principles
outlined in this publication is essential to performing effective and moral military actions.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)
Q1: Is ATP 3-60 only for high-ranking officers?

Al: No, ATP 3-60 is relevant to personnel at all levels involved in the targeting process, from planners and
intelligence analysts to those executing the engagement. Understanding the overall process enhances effectiveness
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regardless of rank.
Q2: How often is ATP 3-60 updated?

A2: The frequency of updates depends on evolving military doctrine, technological advancements, and changes in
international law. Check the official Army publications website for the most current version.

Q3: Can civilians benefit from studying ATP 3-607?

A3: While not directly applicable to civilian life, understanding the systematic approach to problem-solving, risk
assessment, and resource allocation detailed in ATP 3-60 can be beneficial in various fields requiring strategic
planning and decision-making.

Q4: Where can | access ATP 3-60?

A4: Access to ATP 3-60 may be restricted. Authorized personnel can typically access it through official military
channels and databases. Contact your unit's appropriate channels for access.
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