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Princess

Activities Inspired by The
Paper Bag Princess
The Paper Bag Princess, a beloved children's book by Robert
Munsch, captivates readers with its unconventional princess,
Elizabeth, and her courageous journey to rescue her prince. But
the story's impact extends far beyond simply reading the book.
It offers a wealth of opportunities for engaging and
educational activities that explore themes of bravery,
resourcefulness, and self-acceptance. This article delves into
various Paper Bag Princess activities suitable for children of
different ages, exploring the story's key messages and
encouraging creative expression. We'll cover crafting, dramatic
play, storytelling, and writing activities, all designed to
bring the magic of the story to life. We will also examine the
Paper Bag Princess lesson plans often used in classrooms.

Unpacking the Story: Themes and Key
Messages

Before diving into the activities, it's crucial to understand
the core messages embedded within *The Paper Bag Princess*. The
story challenges traditional fairy tale tropes, presenting a
princess who is intelligent, resourceful, and ultimately
rejects the prince's superficial expectations. Key themes
include:

Bravery and Resilience: Elizabeth faces a fearsome dragon
without hesitation, demonstrating remarkable courage in
the face of danger. This aspect is central to many Paper
Bag Princess activities focusing on problem-solving and
overcoming obstacles.
Inner Beauty over Physical Appearance: Elizabeth's
tattered paper bag dress highlights the importance of



inner strength and character over outward appearance. This
provides a powerful message for children about self-
acceptance and confidence.
Non-traditional Relationships: The story subtly challenges
gender roles and expectations within relationships.
Elizabeth's independence and assertive nature make her an
excellent role model for young girls.
Resourcefulness and Problem Solving: Elizabeth's clever
use of her wits and quick thinking to defeat the dragon
demonstrates the power of problem-solving skills.

Creative Crafting Activities: Bringing
Elizabeth to Life

One of the most popular Paper Bag Princess activities involves
crafting. Children can create their own paper bag princess
costumes, mirroring Elizabeth's resourcefulness. This activity
encourages creativity and fine motor skill development.

Paper Bag Princess Costume: Provide children with brown
paper bags, fabric scraps, glitter, glue, markers, and
other craft supplies. Let them design and decorate their
own paper bag dresses, adding details inspired by the
book. This activity is particularly effective in
emphasizing the theme of inner beauty.
Dragon Creation: Children can also create their own
dragons using various materials like cardboard,
construction paper, felt, or even recycled materials. This
encourages imagination and allows for diverse artistic
expression. This links directly to the Paper Bag Princess
story elements, allowing children to recreate the
antagonist of the tale.

These crafting activities are ideal for both individual and
group settings, fostering collaborative learning and shared
experiences.

Dramatic Play and Storytelling: Embracing
the Narrative

Beyond crafting, Paper Bag Princess activities can extend to
dramatic play and storytelling.
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Role-Playing: Children can act out scenes from the book,
taking on the roles of Elizabeth, the prince, and the
dragon. This encourages imaginative play, language
development, and social interaction. This activity is
particularly suited for exploring the Paper Bag Princess
characters and their relationships.
Story Retelling: Encourage children to retell the story in
their own words, perhaps adding their own twists and
details. This improves narrative skills and vocabulary.
Creating Alternative Endings: This activity promotes
critical thinking and creative writing skills. Children
can brainstorm and write alternative endings to the story,
exploring different outcomes and possibilities.

Writing and Literacy Activities: Exploring
Themes Through Language

The story provides ample opportunities for various writing and
literacy-based Paper Bag Princess lesson plans.

Character Analysis: Children can write essays or create
character profiles, analyzing Elizabeth's personality
traits, motivations, and actions. This activity encourages
close reading and analytical thinking.
Descriptive Writing: Have children write descriptive
paragraphs describing scenes from the story, focusing on
sensory details and imagery. This improves descriptive
writing skills and vocabulary development.
Creative Writing Prompts: Use the story as inspiration for
creative writing prompts, such as writing from the
dragon's perspective or imagining a new adventure for
Elizabeth.

Integrating The Paper Bag Princess into
the Classroom

Many educators utilize *The Paper Bag Princess* for various
Paper Bag Princess lesson plans within their classrooms, using
the book as a springboard for diverse learning experiences
across different subjects. The book's themes can be integrated
into language arts, social studies, and even art lessons. It
provides a platform to discuss gender roles, courage, and
problem-solving skills in engaging and relatable ways.
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Conclusion

*The Paper Bag Princess* offers a treasure trove of
opportunities for creative and educational activities. By
engaging with the story through crafting, dramatic play,
storytelling, and writing, children develop crucial skills
while embracing important life lessons about bravery,
resilience, and self-acceptance. These activities not only
entertain but also foster critical thinking, creativity, and
emotional intelligence. The enduring popularity of the book and
the versatility of its themes ensure that its influence on
children's learning and development will continue for many
years to come.

FAQ

Q1: What age range is *The Paper Bag Princess* suitable for?

A1: *The Paper Bag Princess* is generally suitable for children
aged 3-8, though its themes resonate with older children as
well. Younger children may enjoy the vibrant illustrations and
engaging story, while older children can delve deeper into the
complex themes and characters.

Q2: How can I adapt the activities for different age groups?

A2: You can easily adapt the activities by adjusting the
complexity of the tasks. Younger children may require more
assistance with crafting and storytelling, while older children
can engage in more complex writing and analysis activities.
Simplify instructions and provide more guidance for younger
children, and encourage more independent work and creative
exploration for older children.

Q3: What are the main benefits of using *The Paper Bag
Princess* in educational settings?

A3: Using *The Paper Bag Princess* in educational settings
offers numerous benefits, including fostering creativity,
promoting critical thinking, developing language skills,
encouraging imaginative play, and exploring important social
and emotional themes such as self-acceptance, courage, and
resilience.
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Q4: Are there any online resources available to support these
activities?

A4: Yes, many online resources offer printable activities,
lesson plans, and craft ideas related to *The Paper Bag
Princess*. A simple online search will yield numerous results.

Q5: How can I assess children's learning after engaging with
these activities?

A5: Assessment can be informal and observational. Observe
children's participation, creativity, and understanding of the
story's themes during activities. For writing activities,
assess their writing skills, creativity, and comprehension of
the story's main points.

Q6: How can I connect the story to real-world examples of
bravery and resourcefulness?

A6: Discuss real-life examples of people who have shown bravery
and resourcefulness. You can research historical figures,
contemporary heroes, or even personal examples. Connect these
real-world stories to the themes of the book to make the
lessons more meaningful and relatable.

Q7: How can I address any potential concerns about the story's
ending, where the prince is seemingly unappreciative?

A7: The ending can spark valuable conversations about
relationships and expectations. Discuss with children why
Elizabeth might have decided to leave the prince and explore
the importance of self-respect and choosing partners who value
you for who you are.

Q8: Can these activities be adapted for children with special
needs?

A8: Absolutely! Adapt the activities based on individual needs.
For children with fine motor skill challenges, provide larger
craft supplies or alternative ways to create. For children with
communication difficulties, use visual aids and alternative
methods of storytelling. The key is to ensure that all children
can participate and enjoy the experience.
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Beyond the Dragon's Breath: Exploring the
Activities Inspired by *The Paper Bag
Princess*

Robert Munsch's *The Paper Bag Princess* is more than just a
charming children's story; it's a vibrant impetus for a myriad
of enriching exercises that extend far beyond simply reading
the book aloud. This engaging tale of Princess Elizabeth's
bravery, resourcefulness, and unconventional beauty provides a
fertile ground for exploring themes of courage , self-
acceptance, and defying societal norms . This article will
delve into the diverse and engaging activities that can be
inspired by this beloved tale, highlighting their educational
value and providing practical strategies for implementation.

Unfurling the Narrative: Activities Focused on Story
Comprehension and Critical Thinking

The story itself lends itself beautifully to various literacy-
based activities . Beyond simple retelling, educators and
parents can occupy children in:

Character Analysis: Discussions about Elizabeth's
attributes – her ingenuity , her unyielding spirit, and
even her unconventional attire – offer rich opportunities
to cultivate critical thinking. Children can compare
Elizabeth's actions with those of a more traditional
princess, prompting conversations about societal
expectations and challenging ingrained notions.

Sequencing and Retelling: Children can retell the story in
their own words, focusing on the chronological order of
events. This improves their narrative abilities and
understanding of plot structure. Visual aids, like story
sequencing cards or a simple timeline, can be incredibly
helpful.

Predictive Reading: During story time, pause at pivotal
moments and ask children to forecast what will happen
next. This energizes their engagement and allows them to
exercise their inferential reasoning capacities.

Creative Writing Prompts: The story opens up a world of
imaginative writing opportunities. Children can write from
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Elizabeth's perspective, recounting her escapades in more
detail, or they can even create their own tales featuring
a princess who surpasses challenges using her intelligence
and humor .

Beyond the Book: Extending the Learning through Hands-on
Activities

The ideas presented in *The Paper Bag Princess* can be explored
through a wide array of hands-on engagements:

Crafting a Paper Bag Princess: Children can create their
own paper bag princesses, decorating them with supplies
like crayons, markers, paint, glitter, and fabric scraps.
This is a fantastic occasion to explore creativity and
self-expression, mirroring Elizabeth's ingenuity in making
do with what she has available.

Problem-Solving Challenges: Design simple problem-solving
scenarios that require creativity. For example, children
might be tasked with building a structure using only
limited supplies , mimicking Elizabeth's resourcefulness
in facing the dragon.

Dramatic Play: Encouraging children to act out scenes from
the story, or to create their own performances based on
the book's ideas, allows them to develop their social
capacities while further internalizing the story's
message.

Art Projects: Children can create paintings inspired by
the story, focusing on key scenes or character portraits.
This stimulates visual literacy and provides an outlet for
creative expression.

The Enduring Legacy: Moral and Educational Implications

*The Paper Bag Princess* offers profound educational benefits.
It challenges traditional gender roles, promoting the idea that
strength and bravery are not solely defined by physical
strength but also by resourcefulness. Elizabeth's
unconventional appearance further emphasizes the importance of
self-acceptance and celebrating individuality. The story
encourages children to accept their unique characteristics and
to value character over superficial appearances. It serves as a
powerful reminder that cunning and fortitude are often more
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effective weapons than brute force.

Conclusion

*The Paper Bag Princess* is more than just a captivating story;
it's a entry point to a world of enriching educational
activities . By incorporating the recommendations outlined in
this article, educators and parents can use this beloved book
to nurture critical thinking, creativity, and a unwavering
sense of self in young learners. The enduring lesson of the
story – that courage, intelligence, and self-acceptance are far
more important than conforming to superficial expectations –
continues to resonate with generations of readers, making it a
timeless classic worthy of exploration and celebration .

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

Q1: What age group is *The Paper Bag Princess* most suitable
for?

A1: The story is generally suitable for children aged 3-8,
though it can be enjoyed by older children as well. The themes
explored become increasingly relevant as children grow older
and begin to grapple with societal expectations and self-
identity.

Q2: How can I adapt the activities to suit different learning
styles?

A2: The suggested activities can be modified to accommodate
various learning styles. For visual learners, focus on art
projects and visual aids. For kinesthetic learners, emphasize
hands-on activities and dramatic play. For auditory learners,
incorporate storytelling and discussions.

Q3: Are there any resources available to help me implement
these activities?

A3: Numerous websites and educational resources offer lesson
plans and activity ideas based on *The Paper Bag Princess*.
Searching for "The Paper Bag Princess lesson plans" or "The
Paper Bag Princess activities" will yield many valuable
results.

Q4: What is the primary takeaway message for children reading
this book?

Activities The Paper Bag Princess

Activities The Paper Bag Princess

8



A4: The primary message is that inner strength, intelligence,
and self-acceptance are far more valuable than conforming to
societal expectations of beauty or behavior. Bravery comes in
many forms, and kindness and cleverness can conquer even the
most daunting challenges.
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