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Understanding subject-verb agreement, often called concord, is crucial for writing grammatically correct and clear English. This
article provides a comprehensive guide to concord, offering a range of English test questions and answers to solidify your

understanding. We'll explore various aspects of subject-verb agreement, including tricky cases and common errors, equipping you
with the skills to confidently tackle any concord-related question on an English test. Keywords relevant to this topic include: *subject-

verb agreement*, *grammatical concord*, *English grammar test*, *concord exercises*, and *verb conjugation*.

Introduction to Subject-Verb Agreement (Concord)

Subject-verb agreement, or concord, is the grammatical rule that requires the verb in a sentence to agree in number (singular or
plural) with its subject. This seems simple enough – a singular subject takes a singular verb, and a plural subject takes a plural verb.
However, many complexities arise, making it a frequent source of errors even for advanced learners. Mastering concord is vital for

achieving fluency and accuracy in written and spoken English. This guide will dissect the intricacies of subject-verb agreement,
providing clear explanations, examples, and practice questions to help you achieve mastery.



Common Concord Challenges and English Test Questions

Many aspects of concord present challenges. Let's examine some, followed by sample test questions:

### Collective Nouns

Collective nouns (e.g., team, family, government) can be either singular or plural depending on the context. If the group acts as a
single unit, use a singular verb; if the members act individually, use a plural verb.

English Test Question: The family ______ (is/are) going on vacation next week.

Answer: *is*. The family is acting as a single unit.

English Test Question: The team ______ (disagree/disagrees) on the best strategy.

Answer: *disagree*. The team members are acting individually.

### Compound Subjects

Compound subjects joined by "and" usually take a plural verb. However, if the compound subject refers to a single entity, a singular
verb is used.

English Test Question: My mother and father ______ (work/works) in the same company.

Answer: *work*. Two distinct individuals are referred to.

English Test Question: Peanut butter and jelly ______ (is/are) my favorite sandwich.
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Answer: *is*. "Peanut butter and jelly" refers to a single item.

### Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns (e.g., someone, anyone, everybody) are usually singular.

English Test Question: Everyone ______ (has/have) the right to an opinion.

Answer: *has*.

### Subject-Verb Separation

Intervening phrases between the subject and verb do not affect the agreement.

English Test Question: The box of chocolates, along with the flowers, ______ (is/are) a wonderful gift.

Answer: *is*. The subject is "box," which is singular.

### Amounts and Fractions

With amounts, the verb agrees with the noun following "of."

English Test Question: Two-thirds of the pizza ______ (was/were) eaten.

Answer: *was*. "Two-thirds" refers to the pizza, which is singular.

Practicing Subject-Verb Agreement: Exercises and Strategies
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Regular practice is key to mastering concord. Here are some strategies and exercises:

Identify the Subject: Always begin by clearly identifying the subject of the sentence. This is the noun or pronoun performing
the action.

Determine the Number: Is the subject singular or plural? Consider collective nouns and compound subjects carefully.
Choose the Correct Verb: Select the verb form that agrees with the number of the subject.

Practice Regularly: Work through numerous exercises, focusing on the tricky cases discussed above. Online resources and
grammar workbooks offer abundant practice materials.

Advanced Concord Concepts and English Grammar Test Preparation

Beyond the basics, advanced concord involves understanding:

Inverted Sentence Structure: In sentences beginning with there/here, the verb agrees with the subject that follows. For
example: "There are many reasons..."

Relative Clauses: The verb in a relative clause agrees with the antecedent (the noun the clause modifies).
Nouns ending in -s: Some nouns ending in "-s" are singular (e.g., news, physics).

To prepare effectively for English grammar tests focusing on concord, consider:

Reviewing Grammar Rules: Thoroughly review the rules of subject-verb agreement, paying close attention to exceptions.
Practicing with Diverse Sentence Structures: Practice with a variety of sentence structures to improve your ability to identify

subjects and verbs accurately, even in complex sentences.
Analyzing Errors: Analyze your mistakes to understand where you need to focus your efforts.
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Conclusion

Mastering subject-verb agreement is essential for effective communication in English. While seemingly straightforward, concord
presents numerous subtle challenges. By understanding the rules, practicing regularly, and focusing on common pitfalls, you can

improve your grammatical accuracy significantly. Consistent practice with various question types, like those presented in this article,
is the best way to build confidence and excel on any English test assessing subject-verb agreement.

FAQ: Subject-Verb Agreement (Concord)

Q1: What are some common mistakes students make with subject-verb agreement?

A1: Common errors include: incorrectly using a singular verb with a plural subject (e.g., "The books is on the table"), using a plural
verb with a collective noun acting as a unit, and failing to correctly identify the subject in complex sentences with intervening phrases.

Q2: How can I improve my understanding of subject-verb agreement quickly?

A2: Focused practice is key. Use online exercises, grammar workbooks, and even create your own sentences to practice identifying
subjects and choosing the correct verb forms. Regular review of grammar rules is also essential.

Q3: Are there any resources available online to help me practice subject-verb agreement?

A3: Yes, many websites offer free grammar exercises and quizzes focusing on subject-verb agreement. Search for "subject-verb
agreement exercises" or "concord practice" to find numerous resources.

Q4: What is the difference between concord and agreement in grammar?
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A4: Concord and agreement are essentially synonymous terms. They both refer to the grammatical rule requiring elements in a
sentence to match in number and person. Concord is more frequently used in relation to subject-verb agreement.

Q5: How important is subject-verb agreement for academic writing?

A5: Subject-verb agreement is critical for academic writing. Errors in concord can significantly detract from the credibility and clarity
of your work, indicating a lack of grammatical proficiency.

Q6: Does the tense of the verb affect subject-verb agreement?

A6: Yes, the tense of the verb does not change the fundamental principle of agreement. Whether the verb is in the present, past, or
future tense, it still needs to agree in number with its subject.

Q7: What should I do if I consistently make mistakes on subject-verb agreement questions on tests?

A7: Identify your specific areas of weakness (e.g., collective nouns, compound subjects). Focus your practice on those areas,
working through many examples until you feel confident. Consider seeking help from a tutor or teacher.

Q8: Are there any exceptions to the rules of subject-verb agreement?

A8: While the basic principle is consistent, some exceptions exist, particularly with collective nouns and certain idiomatic
expressions. Careful study of these exceptions is necessary for complete mastery.

Mastering the Art of Concord: English Test Questions and Answers
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Understanding grammar is crucial for effective communication, and a cornerstone of that understanding is mastering subject-verb
concord. This article delves into the intricacies of concord, providing thorough insights into common problems students face and

offering practical strategies for success on English tests. We’ll investigate various types of concord, offer ample examples, and equip
you with the tools to confidently tackle any concord-related question.

### The Foundations of Subject-Verb Concord

Subject-verb concord, or agreement, simply means the verb must match with its subject in number (singular or plural) and person
(first, second, or third). This seems straightforward, but English provides numerous instances where this seemingly simple rule turns

more complex. Let's investigate some key areas:

1. Basic Concord: This is the most fundamental aspect. A singular subject takes a singular verb, and a plural subject takes a plural
verb.

Example: The cat sings. (Singular subject, singular verb)
Example: The birds sing. (Plural subject, plural verb)

2. Concord with Collective Nouns: Collective nouns (e.g., team) can be tricky. They can take either a singular or plural verb
depending on whether the emphasis is on the group as a single unit or on its individual members.

Example: The family are congregating. (Emphasis on the group as a whole – singular verb)
Example: The family are disputing. (Emphasis on individual members – plural verb)

3. Concord with Indefinite Pronouns: Indefinite pronouns like somebody are always singular, even though they refer to more than
one person.

Example: Everyone is welcome. (Singular verb)
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4. Concord with Phrases and Clauses: When the subject is a phrase or clause, the verb agrees with the subject within that phrase
or clause.

Example: Making mistakes is human. (Singular verb)
Example: The things I want are clear. (Singular verb)

5. Concord with Inverted Sentence Structures: In sentences with inverted structures (e.g., questions, sentences beginning with
there/here), the verb still agrees with the subject, even if the subject comes after the verb.

Example: There is a few reasons for this. (Singular verb because "reason" is singular)
Example: Here come the bus. (Singular verb because "bus" is singular)

6. Concord with Compound Subjects: When two or more subjects are joined by "and," they usually take a plural verb. However, if
the subjects refer to the same person or thing, they take a singular verb.

Example: My friend and my boyfriend are coming for dinner. (Plural verb because they are distinct individuals)
Example: My closest companion and partner is arriving later. (Singular if referring to the same person)

### English Test Questions and Examples

Let’s examine some sample questions that commonly appear on English tests to illustrate the application of these concord rules:

Question 1: The panel has reached a decision.

Answer: has. The collective noun "committee" is treated as a singular unit in this context.

Question 2: All of the students have completed their assignment.
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Answer: has. "Each," "every," and "each of" are singular pronouns and require singular verbs.

Question 3: Neither the instructor nor the students was aware of the problem.

Answer: were. When "neither...nor" joins two subjects, the verb agrees with the nearest subject.

Question 4: The quantity of errors is surprisingly high.

Answer: is. The phrase "number of" takes a singular verb.

Question 5: My cousin, along with their companions, are attending the concert.

Answer: is. The main subject is "cousin," which is singular. The phrase "along with their friends" is a prepositional phrase modifying
the subject and doesn't affect verb concord.

### Practical Strategies for Mastering Concord

1. Identify the Subject: Always pinpoint the subject of the sentence before deciding on the verb. Look past prepositional phrases
and other modifying clauses to find the core subject.

2. Understand Noun Types: Familiarize yourself with collective nouns, indefinite pronouns, and compound subjects. Understand the
nuances of when they take singular or plural verbs.

3. Practice Regularly: The best way to master concord is through consistent practice. Solve numerous exercises and review any
errors thoroughly.
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4. Utilize Resources: There are numerous online resources, grammar books, and educational websites that offer practice exercises
and explanations to help you refine your understanding.

### Conclusion

Mastering subject-verb concord is essential for writing clear and grammatically correct English. By understanding the different types
of concord and practicing regularly, you can significantly improve your grammar skills and confidently address any concord-related

questions on English tests. This knowledge will improve not only your test scores but also your overall communication abilities.

### Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What is the difference between subject-verb agreement and concord?

A1: Subject-verb agreement and concord are essentially interchangeable terms. They both refer to the grammatical rule that requires
the verb to match its subject in number and person.

Q2: What should I do if I encounter a complex sentence with multiple clauses?

A2: Break the sentence into smaller parts. Identify the main clause and its subject-verb relationship first. Then, examine subordinate
clauses separately to ensure concord within each part.

Q3: Are there exceptions to the rules of subject-verb concord?

A3: Yes, there are some exceptions, particularly with idioms and certain fixed expressions. However, understanding the basic rules
first is crucial before addressing these exceptions.

Q4: How can I improve my understanding of subject-verb concord quickly?
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A4: Consistent practice is key. Work through numerous exercises, focusing on understanding the underlying principles. Review
errors carefully to identify patterns and weaknesses. Utilize online resources and textbooks for further learning.
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