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Jane Eyre Advanced Placement Teaching Unit
Sample: A Comprehensive Guide
Teaching Charlotte Brontë's *Jane Eyre* in an Advanced Placement (AP) English Literature
and Composition class requires a nuanced and engaging approach. This article provides a
sample AP teaching unit for *Jane Eyre*, incorporating strategies for maximizing student
understanding and achieving success on the AP exam. We'll explore various aspects of the
novel, addressing key themes, literary devices, and critical analysis, all while providing
a robust *Jane Eyre* AP teaching unit sample you can adapt for your classroom. Key
elements we’ll cover include thematic analysis, character development, and effective essay
writing strategies – crucial components of a successful AP English Literature curriculum.

Benefits of a Structured AP Teaching Unit for *Jane Eyre*

A well-structured *Jane Eyre* AP teaching unit offers numerous benefits. First, it
provides a clear roadmap for both the teacher and the students, outlining learning
objectives and assessment strategies. This structured approach ensures all key aspects of
the novel are covered, preventing crucial themes or literary devices from being
overlooked. Second, a focused unit allows for in-depth exploration of *Jane Eyre*'s
complexities. Students engage with the novel not just on a surface level but grapple with
its philosophical underpinnings, exploring ideas of social class, gender roles, and the



nature of love and independence. This deep dive is essential for AP-level analysis. Third,
a pre-planned unit promotes efficient time management, allowing for sufficient time
dedicated to reading, discussion, and essay writing – all vital components of the AP exam
preparation. A structured plan also caters to diverse learning styles, ensuring all
students can access and understand the material. This allows for better assimilation of
the material during class discussions and independent studies.

Implementing the *Jane Eyre* AP Teaching Unit: A Sample

This *Jane Eyre* AP teaching unit sample is designed to span approximately three weeks,
adapting the length according to your specific curriculum needs.

Week 1: Introduction and Setting the Stage

Day 1-2: Introduce the historical context of Victorian England, focusing on social
class structures, gender roles, and the limitations faced by women. Begin reading
*Jane Eyre*, focusing on the initial chapters describing Jane’s childhood at
Gateshead. Class discussions should center around Jane's resilience and early
experiences of injustice. Introduce key vocabulary and literary devices.
Day 3-4: Continue reading, focusing on Jane’s experiences at Lowood Institution.
Analyze the symbolism of Lowood and its impact on Jane's character development.
Introduce the concept of Gothic literature within the context of the novel's setting
and atmosphere.
Day 5: In-class essay: Analyze Jane’s relationship with her aunt, Mrs. Reed, and how
this relationship shapes her personality and worldview.

Week 2: Central Themes and Character Development

Day 6-7: Read chapters focusing on Jane’s time at Thornfield Hall and her
relationship with Mr. Rochester. Analyze Rochester’s character, exploring his
complexities and contradictions. Discuss the theme of social class and its impact on
Jane and Rochester's relationship.
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Day 8-9: Focus on the revelation of Bertha Mason and the implications of her
existence. Explore the themes of madness, societal expectations, and the limitations
placed upon women in Victorian society. Analyze the gothic elements within the
narrative.
Day 10: Small group activity: Students analyze key scenes related to the theme of
love and marriage in *Jane Eyre*, using textual evidence to support their
interpretations.

Week 3: Conclusion and Essay Preparation

Day 11-12: Finish reading the novel, focusing on Jane’s journey to independence and
her final choices. Discuss the novel's ending and its significance within the context
of Victorian societal expectations. Consider the novel’s enduring appeal and its
continued relevance to modern readers.
Day 13-14: AP Essay preparation. Focus on analyzing literary devices, character
development, and theme within the context of essay writing prompts. Review past AP
exam essays and practice responding to sample prompts.
Day 15: In-class timed essay: Students write an essay based on a previously unseen
AP-style prompt. This simulates the exam environment and allows for valuable
feedback.

Assessment Strategies within the *Jane Eyre* AP Teaching
Unit

Assessment should be varied and align with AP exam expectations. Examples include:

Close reading annotations and assignments: Encouraging detailed analysis of selected
passages.
Class discussions and debates: Promoting active participation and critical thinking.
Short answer responses: Testing comprehension and analytical skills.
Formal essays: Developing argumentation and evidence-based writing.
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Presentations: Encouraging public speaking skills and presenting research findings.

Addressing Potential Challenges in Teaching *Jane Eyre*

Length and complexity: The novel’s length can be daunting. Breaking the text into
manageable chunks and utilizing visual aids can improve accessibility.
Victorian language: Pre-teaching challenging vocabulary and discussing the context of
Victorian language will aid comprehension.
Mature themes: Approaching mature themes such as love, loss, and social injustice in
a thoughtful and age-appropriate way is essential. Guided discussions and sensitivity
are crucial.

Conclusion: Unlocking the Richness of *Jane Eyre* in the AP
Classroom

A well-designed AP teaching unit for *Jane Eyre* provides a framework for a rich and
engaging learning experience. By focusing on key themes, literary devices, and effective
essay-writing strategies, educators can empower students to not only master the novel but
also succeed on the AP English Literature and Composition exam. Remember, the goal is to
foster critical thinking, analytical skills, and a deep appreciation for the lasting power
of literature. This detailed *Jane Eyre* AP teaching unit sample provides a solid
foundation for achieving this goal.

FAQ

Q1: How can I adapt this unit for different learning styles? This unit can be adapted by
incorporating diverse activities. Visual learners can benefit from graphic organizers and
presentations. Auditory learners may thrive in discussions and debates. Kinesthetic
learners might benefit from role-playing scenes or creating dramatic interpretations.
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Q2: What are some effective strategies for teaching Victorian language? Pre-teaching
vocabulary, providing contextual clues, and utilizing dictionaries and glossaries are
beneficial. Encouraging students to identify the root words and prefixes can also aid
understanding.

Q3: How can I address the mature themes in *Jane Eyre* sensitively? Open discussions,
respectful dialogue, and age-appropriate language are vital. Establish ground rules for
respectful discourse and ensure students feel comfortable expressing their perspectives.
Connecting the themes to contemporary issues can make them more accessible.

Q4: How can I assess students' understanding of the novel's complex themes? Use a variety
of assessment methods, including essays, short answer questions, discussions, and
presentations. Focus on the ability of the students to connect the themes to textual
evidence and analyze their significance.

Q5: What resources are available for teaching *Jane Eyre* at the AP level? Numerous
secondary sources, critical essays, and online resources offer support. SparkNotes,
Cliff's Notes, and various scholarly articles provide supplementary material.

Q6: How can I incorporate technology into this unit? Online quizzes, collaborative
documents, digital presentations, and video clips related to the Victorian era and the
novel's themes are valuable aids.

Q7: How can I ensure students are prepared for the AP exam? Regular practice with AP-style
essay prompts and timed writing exercises, as well as reviewing past exam questions, are
crucial.

Q8: What are some common misconceptions about *Jane Eyre* that need to be addressed? One
misconception is that Jane is solely a passive character. Emphasize her agency,
resilience, and independence. Another is reducing the novel to a simple romance. Highlight
the complex social and psychological themes.
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Crafting a Compelling Jane Eyre AP Teaching Unit: A Sample
Design

This article provides a detailed blueprint for an Advanced Placement (AP) Literature and
Composition teaching unit focusing on Charlotte Brontë's masterpiece novel, *Jane Eyre*.
This curriculum aims to engage students in a deep exploration of the text, cultivating
their critical thinking abilities and preparing them for the rigors of the AP exam. We'll
examine key thematic aspects, stylistic devices, and the story's enduring relevance.

I. Engaging with the Text: A Multifaceted Approach

The unit's foundation is built on active reading and analytical engagement with the text.
Students will undertake a variety of activities, comprising:

Close Reading & Annotation: Frequent close reading sessions concentrate on chosen
passages, encouraging students to identify crucial narrative devices (e.g., imagery,
symbolism, tone, point of view) and their effect on the overall meaning. Structured
annotation worksheets will facilitate this process. For instance, students might
investigate the symbolism of fire and ice in Jane's relationship with Rochester.

Character Analysis: Thorough character analysis constitutes a significant part of the
unit. Students will investigate the motivations and complexities of Jane, Rochester,
and other key characters, utilizing textual proof to support their interpretations.
They might create character maps, biographical sketches, or present character-focused
presentations.

Thematic Exploration: *Jane Eyre* investigates a wide range of important themes, such
as social class, gender roles, religion, love, and independence. The unit is designed
to lead students to recognize these topics and examine their connections through
collaborative discussions, papers, and artistic projects.
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Literary Devices & Techniques: Students shall sharpen their understanding of key
literary devices such as symbolism, imagery, foreshadowing, and irony, and implement
this knowledge to their interpretations of the novel.

II. Assessment & Evaluation: Demonstrating Understanding

Assessment shall be varied and aimed to showcase a spectrum of knowledge achievements.
Activities might comprise:

In-Class Discussions & Activities: Frequent in-class discussions shall encourage
active participation and thoughtful engagement with the text.

Essays: Students will write multiple essays, investigating different aspects of the
novel. Possible essay topics might involve analyzing Jane's journey of self-
discovery, examining the role of social class, or analyzing a specific literary
device.

Presentations: Students could develop and deliver speeches on chosen topics or
characters.

Creative Projects: Students might have the opportunity to complete a creative
project, such as a screenplay adaptation, a visual representation of a key scene, or
a podcast episode discussing a particular theme.

III. Connecting to the Broader World: Context & Relevance

The unit is designed to broaden beyond the confines of the novel, connecting it to its
historical and social context, and to contemporary problems. For instance, discussions of
Victorian England, feminist theory, and the themes of social justice are likely to be
incorporated.

IV. Preparing for the AP Exam: Strategies & Practice
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Targeted activities will help students for the AP Literature and Composition exam. This
includes drill multiple-choice questions, composition prompts, and strategies for
efficient time management and exam-writing approaches.

V. Conclusion

This thorough program for an AP Literature and Composition teaching unit on *Jane Eyre*
presents a strong framework for enthralling students in a meaningful and rewarding
exploration of this timeless literary masterpiece. By combining close reading, critical
analysis, and creative production, the unit intends to prepare students for the challenges
of the AP exam and to cultivate a lifelong appreciation for literature.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: How can I adapt this unit for different learning styles?

A1: This unit can be easily adapted by incorporating a variety of teaching methods. Visual
learners can benefit from graphic organizers and presentations. Auditory learners can
engage in discussions and podcasts. Kinesthetic learners can participate in role-playing
and creative projects.

Q2: What resources are recommended beyond the novel itself?

A2: Consider biographies of Charlotte Brontë, critical essays on *Jane Eyre*, and
historical accounts of Victorian England. Online resources and film adaptations can also
enhance understanding.

Q3: How can I assess student understanding effectively?

A3: A blend of formative (in-class discussions, quizzes) and summative assessments
(essays, presentations, projects) provides a holistic view of student learning. Regular
feedback is crucial.
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Q4: How can I ensure students connect with the text on an emotional level?

A4: Encourage discussions that explore the characters' emotions and motivations. Use
activities that promote empathy and understanding. Consider incorporating personal
reflections on the themes explored in the novel.
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