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Mastering Building Construction: A Deep
Dive into Edward Allen's Fundamentals (6th



Edition)
Edward Allen's "Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials and Methods," 6th edition
(ISBN 91413), stands as a cornerstone text for anyone serious about understanding the
intricacies of the construction industry. This comprehensive guide provides a detailed
exploration of building materials, construction processes, and the critical interplay between
them. This article delves into the book's key features, its practical applications, and its enduring
value in the field of construction management and engineering. We'll examine its core
strengths, addressing topics such as *building material selection*, *construction techniques*,
*sustainability in construction*, and the overall *value proposition* it offers to students and
professionals alike.
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Understanding the Comprehensive Scope of Allen's
Fundamentals

The 6th edition of Allen's "Fundamentals of Building Construction" is not just a textbook; it's a
practical resource that bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge and real-world
application. The book systematically covers a vast range of topics, from the basic properties of
materials to the complex processes involved in erecting large-scale structures. Allen
masterfully weaves together detailed explanations with clear illustrations and diagrams, making
even the most challenging concepts accessible. The book’s strength lies in its systematic
approach, progressing from foundational principles to more advanced applications.

Key Strengths and Practical Applications
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This book excels in several areas:

Material Properties and Selection: Allen dedicates considerable space to
understanding the properties of various building materials – concrete, steel, timber,
masonry, and more. He doesn't simply list their characteristics but explains how these
properties influence their suitability for different applications. This is crucial for making
informed decisions in the design and construction phases. For example, understanding
the compressive strength of concrete allows for accurate load calculations and structural
design. The book expertly guides the reader through this crucial process of material
selection.

Construction Methods and Techniques: The book offers a clear and practical overview
of various construction methods, detailing each step in the process, from site preparation
to finishing. It covers traditional and modern techniques, keeping abreast of industry
advancements. Specific techniques like formwork for concrete pouring, steel erection
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methods, and bricklaying are meticulously explained. This hands-on approach makes the
book incredibly valuable for students gaining practical experience and professionals
needing a refresher.

Sustainability and Green Building Practices: Recognizing the increasing importance
of sustainable building practices, the 6th edition incorporates discussions on
environmentally friendly materials and techniques. It explores strategies for minimizing
environmental impact throughout the building lifecycle, a crucial consideration in
modern construction. This inclusion ensures the book remains relevant and forward-
thinking, equipping readers with the knowledge to build responsibly.

Detailed Illustrations and Diagrams: A significant advantage of this book is its
extensive use of clear, concise illustrations and diagrams. These visuals greatly aid
comprehension, particularly when discussing complex construction processes or the
intricate details of material properties. This visual learning approach enhances
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understanding and knowledge retention.

Real-World Case Studies: The inclusion of real-world case studies brings the concepts
to life, illustrating how the theoretical principles are applied in actual construction
projects. These case studies are invaluable for understanding the challenges and solutions
encountered in real-world scenarios.

Who Should Use This Book?

Allen's "Fundamentals of Building Construction" is a valuable resource for a wide audience,
including:

Construction Management Students: The book serves as an essential textbook for
undergraduate and graduate programs in construction management, providing a solid
foundation in building materials and methods.
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Civil Engineering Students: It's a valuable supplementary text for civil engineering
students, enhancing their understanding of construction practices and material behavior.

Architectural Students: Architectural students benefit from the book's comprehensive
overview of building materials and their impact on design.

Construction Professionals: Experienced professionals can utilize the book as a
reference guide to refresh their knowledge or to delve deeper into specific areas of
interest.

The Enduring Value of Allen's Textbook

The enduring popularity and continued relevance of Edward Allen's "Fundamentals of Building
Construction" are a testament to its quality and comprehensiveness. Its clear writing style,
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practical approach, and thorough coverage of building materials and methods make it an
indispensable resource for students and professionals alike. The 6th edition reflects the
evolving landscape of construction, incorporating modern techniques and a focus on
sustainability. Its ongoing use highlights the timeless principles of good building practice,
emphasizing the importance of a strong foundation in materials science and construction
techniques.

FAQ: Addressing Common Queries

Q1: Is this book suitable for beginners?

A1: Absolutely. While comprehensive, Allen's book is written in a clear and accessible style,
making it suitable for beginners. The systematic approach, starting with foundational concepts,
allows readers to gradually build their understanding.
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Q2: How does this book compare to other construction textbooks?

A2: Allen's book distinguishes itself through its balance of theoretical knowledge and practical
application. It’s noted for its clarity, the abundance of illustrations, and its focus on real-world
scenarios, often lacking in more theoretical texts.

Q3: Does the book cover specific building codes?

A3: While the book doesn't delve into the intricacies of specific building codes (which vary by
region), it provides the foundational knowledge necessary to understand the principles behind
those codes and how material selection and construction methods impact code compliance.

Q4: Is there an online component or supplementary material?

A4: The availability of online components or supplementary material will depend on the
publisher and the specific edition purchased. Check the publisher's website or the book's
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preface for details.

Q5: What are the major updates in the 6th edition compared to previous editions?

A5: The 6th edition likely incorporates updated information on new materials, advancements in
construction techniques, and increased emphasis on sustainable building practices. Consult the
publisher's information for a specific list of changes.

Q6: Can this book help me prepare for professional certifications?

A6: The comprehensive knowledge provided in Allen’s “Fundamentals” forms a strong basis
for many construction-related professional certifications. However, always check the specific
requirements of the certification you are pursuing.

Q7: Is this book primarily focused on residential or commercial construction?
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A7: While principles apply broadly, the book provides a solid foundation applicable to both
residential and commercial construction. Many concepts are scalable across different project
types.

Q8: Where can I purchase this textbook?

A8: You can typically find the book through major online retailers like Amazon, or directly
from the publisher's website. Check with your local bookstore as well.

Delving into the Depths of Building Construction: A Review of "Fundamentals of Building
Construction Materials and Methods"

Investigating the detailed world of building construction requires a strong foundation in the
substances used and the processes employed. Edward Allen's "Fundamentals of Building
Construction Materials and Methods," 6th edition (ISBN 91413), serves as an essential
resource for future construction professionals and academics alike. This extensive guide offers
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a in-depth exploration into the diverse components of building construction, from the choice of
fitting materials to the execution of successful construction techniques.

The book's power rests in its ability to clearly describe complex concepts in a simple manner.
Allen masterfully integrates theoretical understanding with real-world examples. Each section
systematically builds upon the prior one, creating a cohesive account that progressively
enhances the reader's grasp.

Essential elements of the book contain complete accounts of various construction substances,
such as cement, metal, lumber, and brickwork. The book completely examines the attributes of
each component, including its resistance, endurance, and flexibility. It also discusses the
considerations that impact material selection, such as expense, accessibility, and sustainability
problems.
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Furthermore, the book presents comprehensive coverage of numerous construction techniques.
From foundation work to roofing, structuring, and finishing, the book details the phases
required in each procedure. Clear illustrations and images supplement the text, allowing the
ideas easily understandable.

The 6th edition's revisions show the newest developments in erection engineering. New
components and techniques are presented, guaranteeing that the manual continues up-to-date.
This concern to detail and modernity is crucial for students aiming to enter the field of building
construction.

The book's applied technique makes it suitable for employment in both academic and field
contexts. Many examples and case studies illustrate essential principles, assisting readers to
utilize their understanding to actual scenarios. The inclusion of practice questions additionally
strengthens knowledge.
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In closing, Edward Allen's "Fundamentals of Building Construction Materials and Methods,"
6th edition (ISBN 91413), is a very suggested textbook for anyone interested in the industry of
building construction. Its comprehensive extent, concise explanations, and practical approach
make it an crucial tool for both learners and professionals. Its updated content ensures that
readers obtain the most current understanding available.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Who is the intended audience for this book?

A1: The book caters to students pursuing construction-related studies, construction
professionals seeking to enhance their knowledge, and anyone with a keen interest in the
building construction process.

Q2: What are the key strengths of this edition?
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A2: The 6th edition's key strengths include its updated content reflecting modern
advancements, clear explanations of complex concepts, numerous illustrations, and a practical
approach to learning.

Q3: Does the book include practice problems or exercises?

A3: Yes, the book incorporates numerous problem sets and exercises to reinforce learning and
provide hands-on practice.

Q4: Is this book suitable for self-study?

A4: Absolutely. The book's clear writing style and comprehensive approach make it very
suitable for self-directed learning.
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