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The Chrysler A500SE 42RE transmission, a stalwart of
many Chrysler, Dodge, and Jeep vehicles, is known for
its robustness. However, like any mechanical
component, it eventually requires maintenance, and
sometimes, a complete rebuild. Finding a reliable
Chrysler A500SE 42RE transmission rebuild manual
is crucial for a successful overhaul, ensuring longevity
and optimal performance. This comprehensive guide



explores the intricacies of rebuilding this transmission,
offering insights into the process, necessary tools, and
potential pitfalls. We'll also delve into related topics like
42RE transmission parts, 42RE transmission rebuild
kit, and common 42RE transmission problems.

Understanding the Chrysler
A500SE 42RE Transmission

The 42RE, an electronically controlled four-speed
automatic transmission, served in a wide range of
vehicles from the early 1990s onward. Its design
incorporates several advancements over previous
generations, including electronic shift control and
improved hydraulic efficiency. However, this complexity
also means that a rebuild requires meticulous attention
to detail and a thorough understanding of its internal
workings. A dedicated Chrysler A500SE 42RE
transmission rebuild manual will be your invaluable
companion during this process.

Benefits of Using a
Comprehensive Rebuild Manual
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Employing a comprehensive Chrysler A500SE 42RE
transmission rebuild manual offers several significant
advantages:

Step-by-Step Guidance: The manual provides a
structured, sequential approach to dismantling,
inspecting, repairing, and reassembling the
transmission. This minimizes the risk of errors and
ensures a smooth rebuild process.
Detailed Diagrams and Illustrations: Visual aids
are indispensable for understanding the intricate
internal components and their relationships. High-
quality diagrams significantly simplify complex
procedures.
Torque Specifications: Accurate torque values
are critical for proper assembly. A reliable manual
will list all necessary torque specifications to
prevent damage or premature wear.
Troubleshooting and Problem Solving:
Encountering issues during the rebuild is common.
A good manual will provide troubleshooting guides
and solutions for common problems, saving you
valuable time and frustration.
Parts Identification: The manual helps identify
and locate specific parts, preventing confusion
and ensuring you acquire the correct 42RE
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transmission parts for your rebuild.

The 42RE Transmission Rebuild
Process: A High-Level Overview

Rebuilding a 42RE transmission is a complex
undertaking, demanding mechanical aptitude,
specialized tools, and patience. While a detailed step-
by-step guide falls outside the scope of this article (due
to the complexity and the need for highly specific
instructions), we can highlight the major phases:

1. Disassembly: This involves carefully removing the
transmission from the vehicle and then systematically
disassembling its various components. Accurate record-
keeping is vital during this stage.

2. Inspection and Cleaning: A thorough inspection of
all parts is crucial. This identifies worn or damaged
components that require replacement. Thorough
cleaning of parts using appropriate solvents is essential
for optimal performance.

3. Parts Replacement: This stage involves replacing
worn or damaged components with high-quality 42RE
transmission parts, often sourced from a reputable
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supplier or using a pre-assembled 42RE transmission
rebuild kit.

4. Reassembly: This is the reverse of disassembly but
requires even greater precision and attention to detail.
Following the manual's torque specifications is crucial.

5. Testing and Calibration: Once reassembled, the
transmission needs to be tested and calibrated to
ensure proper function and electronic control.

Common 42RE Transmission
Problems and Solutions

Many problems leading to a rebuild are preventable with
regular maintenance. However, some common issues
include:

Shifting Problems: These can stem from worn
clutches, bands, or solenoids. A Chrysler
A500SE 42RE transmission rebuild manual will
guide you in diagnosing the root cause.
Leaks: Transmission fluid leaks often indicate
worn seals or gaskets. Replacing these is crucial
during the rebuild.
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Rough Shifting: This could be caused by low
fluid levels, contamination, or worn valve bodies.
Noisy Operation: Unusual noises often point
towards worn bearings or internal damage.

Conclusion

Rebuilding a Chrysler A500SE 42RE transmission is a
challenging but rewarding task for mechanically inclined
individuals. Having access to a high-quality, reliable
Chrysler A500SE 42RE transmission rebuild manual
is paramount for success. This manual provides the
detailed instructions, diagrams, and troubleshooting
guides necessary to perform a professional-level
rebuild, saving you significant costs compared to
professional repair shops and resulting in a
transmission that performs optimally for years to come.
Remember, precision and attention to detail are key to a
successful rebuild.

FAQ

Q1: Where can I find a reliable Chrysler A500SE
42RE transmission rebuild manual?
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A1: Reliable manuals can be found from reputable
automotive repair manual publishers, online retailers
specializing in automotive repair resources, or through
specialized forums and online communities dedicated to
transmission repair. Always verify the manual's
accuracy and completeness before starting the rebuild.

Q2: What specialized tools are needed for a 42RE
transmission rebuild?

A2: You'll need a comprehensive set of tools including
various sockets, wrenches, screwdrivers, a transmission
jack, a torque wrench, and possibly specialized tools for
specific components. Your chosen Chrysler A500SE
42RE transmission rebuild manual will provide a
detailed list of the required tools.

Q3: Is it possible to rebuild a 42RE transmission
without a manual?

A3: While theoretically possible for experienced
mechanics, it's highly discouraged. The complexity of
the transmission and the potential for costly mistakes
make a detailed manual indispensable.

Q4: What are the costs involved in a 42RE
transmission rebuild?
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A4: Costs vary depending on the extent of damage, the
cost of parts (including a potential 42RE transmission
rebuild kit), and the cost of any specialized tools you
might need to acquire. Factor in labor costs if you are
not performing the rebuild yourself.

Q5: How long does it take to rebuild a 42RE
transmission?

A5: The rebuild time varies significantly depending on
your experience and the condition of the transmission.
Expect to dedicate several hours to days to the entire
process.

Q6: Can I use a generic automatic transmission
rebuild manual for my 42RE?

A6: No. The 42RE has unique features and internal
components. A generic manual lacks the specific
information required for a successful rebuild and could
lead to irreversible damage.

Q7: What is the lifespan of a rebuilt 42RE
transmission?

A7: With proper maintenance and quality parts, a well-
rebuilt 42RE transmission can last for many years and
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tens of thousands of miles.

Q8: Should I use a 42RE transmission rebuild kit, or
source parts individually?

A8: Using a reputable rebuild kit often simplifies the
process and ensures you have all the necessary parts.
However, sourcing parts individually offers more
flexibility if you need to replace only specific
components. Both options are viable, depending on
your budget and mechanical skill.

Diving Deep into the Chrysler
A500SE 42RE Transmission
Rebuild Manual: A Comprehensive
Guide

The Chrysler A500SE 42RE transmission, a powerful
workhorse found in many vintage Chrysler vehicles,
sometimes requires repairs . This article serves as a
detailed guide to navigating the intricacies of the
Chrysler A500SE 42RE transmission rebuild manual,
presenting insights into its organization and useful
advice for successful transmission rebuilding .
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The manual itself is more than just a compilation of
diagrams and guidelines. It's a treasure trove of
information , meticulously crafted to lead even the
inexperienced mechanic through the challenging
process of transmission rebuilding . Understanding its
layout is the first step towards a fruitful outcome.

The manual typically starts with a overall overview of
the 42RE transmission, covering its vital components
and working principles. This preliminary section serves
as a base for the more detailed sections that succeed.
Consider it as the map for your journey through the
rebuild process.

Next, the manual plunges into the disassembly process.
This is where meticulousness is paramount. The
manual carefully details each step, frequently using
clear diagrams and detailed descriptions. Failing to
adhere to these instructions precisely could result in
harm to the transmission or faulty reassembly.

Once the transmission is taken apart, the manual
guides you through the inspection and purification of
each component. This is vital because detecting any
additional problems early on can avoid costly mistakes
later. Think of this stage as proactive maintenance for
your future rebuild.
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The core of the manual lies in its detailed instructions
for putting back together. This section is perhaps the
most challenging part of the entire process. The manual
presents stage-by-stage directions, emphasizing the
importance of correct torque specifications and precise
alignment. Using the appropriate tools is also
highlighted throughout this section.

Finally, the manual often concludes with
recommendations on checking the rebuilt transmission
and diagnosing any possible issues .

This meticulous approach, thorough in the manual, is
critical for ensuring the longevity and performance of the
rebuilt transmission.

Practical Benefits of Utilizing the Manual:

Cost Savings: Repairing a transmission yourself
is substantially cheaper than employing a
professional mechanic.
Enhanced Understanding: The manual offers
valuable understanding about the inner workings
of the 42RE transmission.
Improved Skills: The project of overhauling a
transmission develops important mechanical skills.
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Implementation Strategy:

1. Acquire the necessary tools and parts.

2. Carefully read the manual before you start .

3. Follow the instructions in the manual precisely .

4. Take images at each stage of the taking apart
process.

5. Clear every component thoroughly .

6. Double-check all your work.

Conclusion:

The Chrysler A500SE 42RE transmission rebuild
manual is not simply a series of instructions ; it’s a
comprehensive tool that allows enthusiasts to repair
their transmissions. By thoroughly following its guidance
, you can attain a positive rebuild, saving money and
developing valuable skills simultaneously.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Where can I obtain a Chrysler A500SE 42RE
transmission rebuild manual?
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A1: You can locate manuals electronically through
various retailers, car parts suppliers, and online forums
dedicated to Chrysler vehicles.

Q2: What kind of tools will I require for this rebuild?

A2: You’ll need a extensive set of tools, including
sockets , screwdrivers, a torque wrench, and
specialized transmission tools. The manual will specify
the required tools.

Q3: How long does it usually take to rebuild a 42RE
transmission?

A3: The length differs depending on your expertise and
the condition of the transmission. Expect to allocate
many hours, possibly days .

Q4: Is it doable to rebuild this transmission without
prior experience?

A4: While possible , it’s strongly suggested to have
some engineering skill before attempting a transmission
rebuild. The manual is detailed , but mechanical skill is
helpful .
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